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AN OPEN LETTER ON THE PERSECUTIONS IN GREECE 


Dear Friends in America: 


I cannot tell you my name or the exact localities in which I minister, lest I 
bring down further reprisals on the little groups of believers among whom I labor. 
As you read on, you will understand. 


Just recently I visited our little Evangelical group at K—, which is a border 
town. Our brethren there are sorely tried because of daily persecution by the police. 
One man, Brother M—, in whose home we hold the Gospel meetings, was married a few 
months ago to a dear Evangelical sister from S—. His wife came to live with him 
here, but was soon expelled because the authorities claimed that she was evangelizing 
the people. Her husband was also threatened by the police. For a whole month I went 
from one office to another trying to secure permission for this heartbroken wife to 
rejoin her husband, but to no avail. Finally I presented myself personally to the 
General of the army division here, and God moved upon his heart to order this dear 
sister restored to her husband. 


Now the police have issued summonses to me and Brother M—, on the charge that 
we are proselyting, that is, forcing people to become Evangelical believers. We do 
not know the date of our trial, but we are looking to the Lord to provide us with the 
necessary funds to hire a lawyer to defend us in court. We have committed the whole 
thing to Him, as His faithful children, and we know that these persecutions will work 
out to the furtherance of the Gospel. The brethren here are boycotted on every side 
and are extremely poor. They need your prayers. 


The New Testaments received from the Million Testaments Campaigns and from you 
are all gone. I distributed them in the neighboring villages, and the people are 
begging for more, but what am I to do? My heart aches when I have to say No to their 
spiritual hunger, and my constant prayer is that God will move upon the hearts of 
those in America to send us sufficient Scriptures to meet their need. 


Despite the persecutions and shortages, the Lord is working mightily. Souls are 
being saved and others are seeking to know the truth. A young man of 23 and two 
teachers are among those who have been attending the meetings and asking searching 
questions about the Bible. . My wife finds the same situation among the women of the 
church—a, hunger for the Word. Even Greek Orthodox parents are sending their children 
to our Sunday school because they see that we have something they lack. 


We are determined to go forward in the preaching of the Gospel, not counting the 
cost; but oh, we beg of you, please pray for us as you have never prayed before. 


With love in Christ, Your missionary, N— 
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Dear Reader: 


As we enter a new year in the service of the Lord here at the Evangelical 
Foundation, we are impressed by at least two important facts: 


1. Our work has developed through a course of events which can only be 
explained as the moving of God. Thus we honestly and reverently say that the 
Lord must get all the glory. We have been His servants—unprofitable at best— 
who have sought to do His bidding. 


2. We have seen again and again that in an amazing way the various 
aspects of our work—The Bible Study Hour, Eternity, the Bible conferences, 
and more recently, the possibility of Dr. Barnhouse’s appearing on a coast-to- 


coast television program—are inter-related and intertwined. 


For example, when Dr. Barnhouse was conducting a Bible conference in 
a certain midwestern city recently, he received a telephone call from a busi- 
ness man who had some deep spiritual problems. In an ensuing interview 
between the two men, it came out that the man seeking help had been listen- 
ing for some time to Dr. Barnhouse on The Bible Study Hour. 


In other centers enthusiasm for buying time for a local outlet of The 
Bible Study Hour has developed during a Bible conference. Thus the radio 
work helps the conference ministry and the conferences aid the radio program. 


Obviously, many new readers of ETernity magazine have come from the 
Bible conferences and The Bible Study Hour and Eternity seeks continually 
to aid the conference and radio ministry. 


And, as he travels about the country Dr. Barnhouse often finds fresh 
illustrations of Bible truth which find their way into his radio messages and his 
editorials and other articles in the magazine. 


Conducting a Bible conference in Kansas City, Dr. Barnhouse met for 
the first time the pastor of a large church in a denomination which is not 
noted for its close adherence to the historic faith. The Kansas City pastor 
declared that he was attracted by a statement on a Bible Study Hour broad- 
cast which caused him to become a regular listener. This stimulated his study 
of the Word and, according to his testimony, has revolutionized his ministry. 
Even more wonderful is the fact that he is leading his entire church into an 
appreciation of the vital truths of Holy Scripture. 


While there have been times of testing for the Foundation during the 
year, the Lord has supplied our financial needs in a remarkable way—a total 
of $250,000 coming in for the radio ministry. In 1954, Erernrry apparently 
turned a corner and is in stronger condition financially—even in the face of 
rising production costs that are driving many magazines out of business. 


For all this we fervently praise our God! It can be said best in the words 


of our dedication verse: 


“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to be 
a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 








Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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HOME FOR UNWED MOTHERS 


In your “Window on the World” for 
September you wrote about the problem 
of unwed mothers. The Florence Christian 
Home, 700 E. 18th St., Paterson, N. J.. 
formerly The Florence Crittenton Home, 
has been helping toward the settlement 
of this problem for over fifty years. Many 
of the girls who have come to us have 
found the Lord Jesus Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour, and have gone out to live 
for Him. 

The Home is a non-profit organization, 
has a tax exempt status, and is not sub- 
sidized by government or by the Commun- 
ity Chest, so that we may be absolutely 
free to do the best possible work along 
spiritual lines without interference. We 
make no charge against. the girls who come 
to us, but the hospital where they are con- 
fined, asks them to pay the hospital bill 
if they are able. The girls are taught 
along various lines and encouraged to 
stay some “months after their confinement 
so that their experience in the Home with 
us will be of maximum benefit. 

Inquiries may be directed to Mrs. Evelyn 
Williams, the Acting Director, at the above 
address. 

Jacob Stam 
The Florence Christian Home 
Paterson, N. J. 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











MEL DIBBLE 

Jan. 9-16, First Baptist Church, Mt. Gilead, Ohio; 
Jan 17-23, First Baptist Church, Radnor, Ohio; 
Jan. 30, 31, Linden Baptist Church, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Jan. 2-7, Bible Conference (Lutheran, Presby- 
terian, and Methodist churches), Audubon, N. J. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Jan 14, 15, 16, Reformed Episcopal Young 
People’s Conference, Keswick, N. J.; Jan. 22 
(2:30 p.m.), Young People’s Conference, First 
Baptist Church, Woodbury, N. J.; Jan. 29, Potts- 
ville Youth for Christ, First Baptist Church, 
Pottsville, Pa.; Jan. 30, Primrose Chapel, Miners- 
ville, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Jan. 8, Salem Youth for Christ, Woodstown 
High School, Woodstown, N. J.; Jan. 9, Union 
Church, Seaside Heights, N. J.; Jan. 9, (p.m.), 
West Creek Baptist Church, West Creek, N. J.; 
Jan. 14-16, Bible Conference, Coaldale, Pa.; 
Jan. 18, Lehigh Christian Fellowship, Lehigh 
University, Lancaster, Pa.; Jan. 19, First Baptist 
Church, Easton, Pa.; Jan. 21, First Baptist Church, 
Woodbury, N. J.; Jan. 23-30, Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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BIBLE CONFERENCE ON WHEELS 


Have you ever wanted to tour the 
country with a group of God’s people? 
Have you ever desired to see the coun- 
try while studying the Word? Eternity 
magazine has planned its third tour for 
you to realize your dream. 

Members of our former tours to the 
West and Alaska are still writing us of 
friendships made, experiences enjoyed, 
and blessings received from the studies 
in God’s Word. Some of the tour mem- 
bers have expressed the fact that through 
the tour they have 
come into a new 
appreciation of 
the great truths of 
the Scriptures. 

Our new tour 
will begin on 
Tuesday, August 
second, and will 
continue for about 
three weeks. We 
shall have our own private Pullman cars 
—the latest equipment that the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railroad has to offer. 
We shall travel west to Denver, tour the 
city, and spend several days in the Colo- 
rado Rockies. Leaving the Rocky Moun- 
tains we shall wend our way down to Salt 
Lake City, visit the Mormon Tabernacle, 
behold the Great Salt Lake and take a 
tour through Bryce and a part of the 
Grand Canyon. We shall visit Los An- 
geles, dip down into Old Mexico, then 
travel north to spend several days at 
Yosemite National Park, staying at the 
Ahwanee Hotel, world famous for its 
cuisine and its luxurious surroundings. 
We shall visit San Francisco and the 
Bay Area, delighting in the splendid 
vistas to be seen from the Bay Bridges 
and we shall steam up the Bay in a 


(Continued on page 48) 








THE EDITOR'S. 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Jan. 2-7, First Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Jan. 11-14, First Bap- 
tist Church, Bloomfield, N. J.; Jan. 
16, 17, 18, 20, 21, Third Presbyterian 
Church, Uniontown, Pa.; Jan. 23-28, 
First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Airy, 
N. G 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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TOMORROW... current Events in the Light of the Bible 





A SURVEY OF 1954 


eginning at Jerusalem, we shall look over the events 

of last year, going on to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

We shall appraise the various events, choose what we be- 
lieve to be the most important event of the year and the 
most important man of the year. 

The uneasy truce between Israel and Jordan continued. 

Life in the lands of the Bible has a restless quality with 
tempers on edge and the young nations ready to take of- 
fence at anything that seems to impinge upon their sover- 
eign rights. Israel was near bankrupt, but nations must 
live on and the national misery, made up of a multitude of 
individual miseries, seemed unchanged. 
* For the last century the life-line of the British Empire 
has been the Suez Canal. This year saw the pulling down 
of the British flag at Suez and the retirement of the British 
army contingents that have ruled there since the canal 
was dug. Naguib, who had been front man for the revolu- 
tion, was quietly exiled and Nasser, the true power, came 
into open and complete authority. The withdrawal of the 
British was not due to any strength of Egypt, but was 
closely related to two other events of far-reaching import- 
ance. The British Empire had ended with the liberation 
of India, and the present Queen of England was not 
crowned Empress as had been her immediate predecessors. 
With the passing of Empire the Canal was less important 
as a defence position. But the real underlying reason for 
the withdrawal of the British from Suez was what Churchill 
learned in America about the power of the hydrogen 
bomb. He had been given secret knowledge of our nuclear 
tests in the far Pacific and immediately gave orders for 
the withdrawal of troops from the canal area. In other 
words, he did a little mental arithmetic, putting down the 
destructive potential of the bomb, the area of the canal, 
the cost of maintaining troops there which would be utter- 
ly useless in the case of atomic warfare, and decided to 
save the British treasury tens of millions of pounds a year 
in costs. The order placated the Egyptians, lifted Britain’s 
stock with the Arab powers, cemented relationships with 
the oil-rich neighbors of Russia, saved Britain money, and 
lifted the veil for those who cared to look upon the ter- 
rors that lie before us in nuclear warfare. 

In Iran there was a major victory for the western world. 
Herbert Hoover, Jr., emerged as a world figure in his own 
right by settling the great oil dispute between Iran and 
Britain. The British had put up the original capital to 
develop the oilfields in what was then known as Persia. 
The Anglo-Persian Oil Company was one of the major 
producers of the world. When nationalism flourished after 
the war the nation changed its name to Iran, the company 


4 Have you moved into the privileges of God's love? 


became the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, and little Mossa- 
degh* nationalized the oil industry. Britain shut down the 
great refineries at Abadan, withdrew her technicians, and 
would not permit any oil to be removed from the country, 
even by vessels chartered under the flags of Greece or 
Panama. Mossadegh, arrested in 1953, was tried this year. 
Divested of all power his party lost its influence. Eisen- 
hower sent young Hoover to Iran. This businessman- 
turned-diplomat shuttled between the capitals of the world 
in a quiet way and came up with a complete settlement 
which brought the wells back to production, gave Iran 
much needed income, and restored profits to the British 
investors. Hoover was made Assistant Secretary of State 
and Eisenhower was quoted as considering him to be one 
of America’s greatest assets in the world of diplomacy. 

Perhaps the most important paragraph in this survey is 
the one you are now reading. American oil interests which 
have such a great stake in Arabia have succeeded in their 
behind-the-scenes maneuvering, and the policy of the 
State Department of the United States of America has 
taken a definite turn in favor of the Arab countries 
against Israel. I wish I were able to write in letters of fire 
the danger that this policy has for our national future. 
Iet me outline the problem and give a parallel. God 
Almighty has flatly stated that He is on the side of the 
Jews. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
tlrat love thee” (Psa. 122:6). History has seen many nations 
break this universal law and these nations have always 
plummeted downward. Rome destroyed jerusalem and 
was destroyed. Spain controlled half the world, raised the 
Inquisition which mistreated Jews, and lost her empire 
overnight. Poland was the center of great pogroms against 
the Jews and was partitioned and destroyed. Hitler took 
Germany into anti-Semitism and ruin. Britain was pros- 
perous until she broke her pledged word to Israel. Lord 
Balfour had made the declaration which promised to re- 
store Israel after World War I. When Britain broke this 
promise I wrote in these pages that she would lose her 
empire. Within five years the English were out of India 
and Pakistan. 


And now the United States was tacitly taking the part of 


‘the eight Arab League states and was allowing Israel to 


wither on the branch. 

I put this in a paragraph by itself for emphasis: If the 
United States favors Israel against the Arab States, God 
cannot allow Russia to strike us. If the United States takes 
the part’ of the Arabs against Israel we will have removed 
the last divine barrier and our protection will be gone. 

There was little of world importance that took place 
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in central Asia and the Middle East. At year’s end hun- 
dreds of Russian “agricultural” agents had penetrated 
Afghanistan in the guise of controlling locust hordes. India 
and Pakistan maintained their status quo. The United 
States made an alliance with Pakistan to furnish arms and 
develop her economy. This was an important gesture in 
its relationship to the problem of Russia but it aroused 
pacifist India and moved her closer to Communism. Nehru 
made a trip to China in order to bring together two 
countries which, between them, contain almost half the 
population of the world. We believe that the Bible indi- 
cates that all Asia will one day come under the sway of 
Russia. Persia and Arabia are included in the list of Rus- 
sia’s allies by name (Ezk. 38:5); of them there can be no 
doubt. If the rest of Asia is included in the oft-repeated 
“many peoples with thee,” such negotiations as those be- 
tween Nehru and Chou-en-lai can be of vast significance. 

The most important political news of the year centered 
in Indo-China. Here the French flag was pulled down in 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh brought his long career of wait- 
ing to a triumphant climax. The military debacle in Indo- 
China was matched by the political defeat in Geneva. 
Americans who do not know too much geography may 
consider Indo-China to be small potatoes. But Indo-China 
is big rice, and its possessor not only controls the great 
granary of Asia but flanks Singapore and separates the 
vast domain of Indonesia from the rest of the world. Com- 
munist possession of all of Indo-China would be the fore- 
runner of possession of Thailand, Burma, and India. 

In China there were the greatest floods in known his- 
tory. From Tibet to the sea, from the Yellow to the Pearl 
River, the heaviest rains in a hundred years inundated the 
land and covered an area equal to Missouri, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi. The folly of 1954 had its 
scene laid here with the visit of Atlee and the British 
socialists, and Atlee certainly proved himself to be the 
blind dupe of the year. The streets through which the 
British delegation moved had been painted in advance 
and Bevan was surprised at the lack of flies, but report- 
ers—old China hands—who went a hundred yards away 
from the line of march told a different story. Christians 
were being ruthlessly persecuted and the martyr of the 
year was Wang Ming Tao, leader of Chinese fundamental 
Christians, whose execution was announced in the autumn 
over the Peiping radio with the reason that he had proved 
to be an enemy of the Chinese People’s Democracy. 

In the Philippines a remarkable record of democracy at 
work was shown in an instance of justice, rare any place 
in the world. The freely elected president, Magsaysay, had 
followed through a court trial of a provincial governor 
turned despot and murderer of a common man, and had 
seen the governor, three mayors, three police chiefs, and 
fifteen other defendants sentenced to the electric chair by 
due process of law. The United States, in its radio propa- 
ganda to the world, has failed to make enough of our 
actions in the Philippines. The only thing that would have 
to be covered up would be the trend toward Roman Catho- 
lic domination of many of the processes of government. 

Again there was little news of outstanding importance 
in Indonesia, Australia, or the islands of the sea. Korea 
was grappling with post-war economic problems and Japan 
was increasing its acquaintance with democratic procedures. 

In Guatemala there was a revolution which could have 
been stamped “Made in the U.S.A.” Russia had landed 
some arms for the central government and the United 
States proceeded to land more arms for a revolutionary 
government. At a given moment the revolution took place, 


the Communist leader took refuge in the Mexican em- 
bassy and was later permitted to fly to Mexico City. Mis- 
sionaries in Guatemala say that the new government is 
more despotic than the former one. The difterence is that 
the Communists are out and the Jesuits are in. In South 
America where U.S. capital has been invested there is 
very great prosperity. Venezuela has hard money equal to 
our own. In Brazil Vargas committed suicide and Café 
took over the leadership of the country. The situation is 
in flux, but there is one very important piece of news and 
that is the tremendous growth of Protestantism in the 
country. Tens of thousands of people have become Protest- 
ants and as the leaders of most of the churches are funda- 
mental it would appear that many have become Christians 
as well as Protestants. The same situation is true in Chile. 
More people have become Protestants in the last five years 
than in the previous century. 

Peron expressed independence of the Roman Catholic 
Church and opposition is crystallizing so rapidly at the 
close of the year that he may be overthrown. If he is, it 
will be Example 1,000,001 of the power of the Jesuits. 

Malan was out in South Africa but the man who re- 
placed him was as antagonistic to the black race, and the 
pressure for recognition throughout the whole continent 
grew steadily stronger. Leaky points had been patched, as 
men put patches on a tire, but the pressure was such that 


_there were bulges in many places and a definite move- 


ment toward explosion. The main problem in Africa was 
the rise of Islam. 

The north of Africa must be linked with Europe and 
here there was great unrest in Morocco and Tunis and 
Algeria. Evidence was not wanting that the French flag, 
already pulled down in northern Indo-China and destined 
to vanish from the rest of that peninsula, might well be 
lowered south of the Mediterranean. 


(Continued. on page 45) 





Eternity’s Man of the Year 





EIVIND BERGGRAV, sturdy Bishop of Norway, first came 
to fame when he resisted the Nazis during the occupa- 
tion of his homeland. During the suffering of those days, 
the Bishop learned to appreciate his Bible in a new way, 
he told a U. S. audience. Maybe this explains his request 
that the World Council of Churches change its basis of 
fellowship to include the words, “according to the Scrip- 
tures.” Thus, the WCC would be an orgenization of 
“Churches which confess (instead of acknowledge) Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour, according to the Scriptures,” 
if the Bishop’s suggestion is approved. 
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Invitation Words of the Bible 


Do you find it hard to understand, or explain, the meaning 


of faith? Here is a short glossary that ought to help 


By Rey L. Aldrich 


faith in Jesus Christ. But what is faith? What does it 
mean to believe in Christ? How does one exercise faith? 
Is faith the enly condition of salvation? 

A good dictionary gives many synonyms and illustrations 
to explain the meaning of a word. The Bible is God's in- 
spired dictionary of faith. Therefore it abounds in syn- 
onyms, figures, examples, and illustrations of faith. It leaves 
no doubt as to the meaning of this important word. The 
Bible answers all questions about faith. 

If you would like to be saved, but do not know how to 
believe, you can have your problem solved. In the Bible 
there are many invitation words and phrases which are 
synonyms of faith. If you will consider these expressions 
carefully and prayerfully, they will teach you the meaning 
of faith. 


Look, Behold, See 

These are familiar invitation words of both the Old 
Testament and the New. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 
else” (Isa. 45:22). “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). “And Jesus said, 
For judgment I am come into this world, that they which 
see not might see; and that they which see might be made 
blind” (John 9:39). 

In these passages the invitation to look, or to see, is an 
invitation to faith. In everyday life “to see” is used as the 
equivalent of “to understand and accept.” 

The story of the poisonous serpents in Numbers 21:5-9 
Hlustrates this figure of faith. The serpents were sent be- 
cause of the sin and rebellion of the people. After many 
died, the survivors acknowledged their guilt and cried for 
deliverance. Moses was instructed to make a serpent of 
brass and set it on a pole. “And it came to pass, that if a 
serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent 
of brass, he lived” (Num. 21:9). The Lord used this in- 
cident to explain the way of life to Nicodemus. “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14, 
15). It is evident that to look at the serpent is typical of 
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Dr. Aldrich, president ef the rapidly-growing Detroit Bible Institute, 
expects to reprint this article in tract form: 
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believing in Christ, the real remedy for the poison of sin. 
To look-to Christ is to depend upon Him, to trust Him as 
the sole ground of salvation. 

What must you do to be saved? Take your eyes off every- 
thing else and look to the crucified Christ alone for your 
salvation. 


Hear 

“Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live” (Isa. 55:3). “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live” 
(John 5:25). The context of this passage in John indicates 
that the Lord is talking about the impartation of spiritual 
life, because it is later in verse 28 that He speaks of phy- 
sical resurrection. 

For the obedient child, to hear is to obey. When a child 
fails to obey, the parent often asks, “Didn’t you hear me?” 
In the same way the word “hear” in the Bible is sometimes 
used as a synonym for faith and obedience. Salvation is not 
promised to all who merely hear the gospel, but it is 
promised to all who hear with a responsive and obedient 
heart. 

What must you do to be saved? Hear the gospel and re- 
spond with obedient faith. 


Fear God 

“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death” (Prov. 14:27). “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psa. 111:10). The invi- 
tation to believe the everlasting gospel during the tribula- 
tion period is stated in terms of this synonym for faith: 
“Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his 


judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and: 


earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters” (Rev. 14:7). 

The Bible word for “fear” means also “reverence” and 
“honor.” Thus the word means reverential trust, not the 
servile fear of the slave. 

In spite of what is often said to the contrary there: is 
nothing wrong with a reverent fear of God. The creature 
should have proper fear of his infinite Creator. Also it 
should be remembered that the same people who fear God 
are the. ones who love Him. 

To begin to fear God is to begin the life of faith. In all 
real faith there is an element of godly fear. 
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What must you do to be saved? Begin to fear God by a 
solemn and reverent committal of yourself to Jesus Christ 
for salvation. ; 


Call on the Lord 

“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). 

The expression to “call on the Lord” does not mean that 
salvation is by prayer, as some have supposed. In Acts 2:21 
the phrase is used as a synonym for faith because those who 
responded to the invitation of Peter were saved by believing 
(Acts 2:44). To “call on the Lord” is to depend upon the 
Lord. A Christian is a person who depends on the Lord for 
salvation and continues to depend upon the Lord through- 
out life. This does not mean that saving faith is a process. 
The verb “to call” in Acts 2:21 is in the aorist tense which 
means that the act is to be complete and once for all. How- 
ever, those who “call on the Lord” are to continue to call 
upon Him. Saving faith introduces one to a life of faith. 

This invitation to salvation emphasizes that saving faith 
must issue in a permanent attitude of faith. Thus in several 
passages in the New Testament believers are described as 
those who “call on the Lord” (Acts 9:14, 21; 1 Cor. 1:2; 
2 Tim. 2:22). No one can try salvation for a week and 
then decide to drop it. Christ must be accepted forever or 
not at all. 

What must you do to be saved? As a child in danger calls 
with confidence and dependence upon its parents for help, 
so you are invited to call on Christ for salvation. The child’s 
cry does not mean “Please help me, Daddy!’” It means 
rather, “I am in danger and I know you will help me.” So 
you are asked to call upon the Lord by beginning to trust 
that He does save you now. 


Follow Me 

“Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and 
distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, follow me” (Lk. 18:22). 

The exhortation to follow Christ is used most often as an 
invitation to discipleship and service. However, it is also 
used several times to include the beginning of faith (Mt. 
10:37-39; John 1:25, 26, 43). As so used, it should not be 
misunderstood to teach salvation by works or imitation of 
Christ. Only the one who has been saved is called to imi- 
tate Christ as an example. 

The rich young ruler was told to sell his goods, give to 
the poor, and follow Christ. Yet the Lord said that he lacked 
only one thing. That one thing was whole-hearted commit- 
ment to Christ expressed by the words “follow me.” The 
parting with his goods was to be the proof of such commit- 
ment or faith. 

However, the invitation to “follow Christ” shows that 
saving faith involves life committal. In salvation there is 
a change of masters. The sinner has been following and 
serving Satan. He is invited to accept a new Master and 
follow Him. If he is unwilling to have this new Master, he 
is evidently unwilling to be saved. 

What must you do to be saved? Begin to follow Christ 
by accepting Him as your Saviour and new Master. He as- 
sures you that His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 


Enter the Door, or Open the Door 

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” (John 
10:9). 
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You are more important to God than your work 


This verse is from the familiar shepherd discourse’ in 
which Christ presents Himself as the Good Shepherd who 
gave His life for the sheep. He is not only the Shepherd but 
He is the door of the sheepfold. In the language of this 
figure salvation is offered to any man who will enter in. 

To be saved is as simple as entering a door. No one ever 
wrote a book on how to enter a door. The process is too 
self-evident. Christ, the Good Shepherd, invites you to enter 
His sheepfold. You desire to be a child of God and so you 
enter the door by trusting Christ. 

A similar figure of salvation is used in this lovely verse: 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). Here, 
however, the figure is reversed and it is the sinner’s heart 
which is the door that bars the entrance of Christ. Salva- 
tion is as simple as opening a door. 

What must you do to be saved? Enter the open door of 
the sheepfold by opening the closed door of your own heart 
and letting Christ in. 


Drink of Living Water 

“In that last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink” (John 7:37). 

Christ had previously used this figure of salvation in 
talking with the woman at the well: “If thou knewest the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink;. thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water” (John 4:10). 

Just as physical life is impossible without water so spiritual 
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Some of our prison-made products today still are labeled with the 
names of outside manufacturers, in order to facilitate their sale. Some 
people might be squeamish about buying articles made by convicts! 
But imagine what a prisoner, who is forced to put on these labels, 
thinks of the society, which has imprisoned him for crooked work! 
Men can never escape the truth of God’s word about them: “Therefore 
thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for 
wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 
judgest doest the same things. . . . And thinkest thou this, O man, that 
judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou 
shalt escape the judgment of God?” (Rom. 2:1, 3). 











The Editor’s second son is a medical 
doctor, interning in a great hospital, 
prior to going to the foreign field as a 
medical missionary. In a letter to his 
father he writes: “When working in 
Emergency in a big hospital you see the 
dregs of humanity sometimes. I never 
realized until recently how low some 
people could be, and I don’t believe any 
but a small sector of humanity really 
realizes what these human beings are 
like. Many are brought in by the police 
because while on an alcoholic spree they 
have injured themselves. They come in 
railing against the help that is being 
given them; antagonistic at every op- 
portunity; needing help tremendously 
but completely unwilling to be helped, 
and hindering as much as possible any 
help being given to them. They are often 
animalistic and it is hard to have any 
pity for them at all. Yet that is just the 
way we must appear to the Lord: man 
needing help, unable to help himself, 
resisting the help given him, even cursing 
the God who wants to save him. Yet 
God, who is farther away from us in 
His glory than we are from the dregs of 
humanity that we see, so loves us that 
He became one of us in order to show 
His love for us, to die for our sins and 
to save us.” 


O the love that drew salvation’s plan 
O the grace that brought it down 
to man 

O the mighty gulf that God did span 

At Calvary. 

There is nothing more calculated to 
reduce us to our own nothingness than 
the contemplation of this love that 
stooped so far to us. This is the love of 
Christ which constrains us so that we 
want to do His will. “The very spring 
of our actions is the love of Christ. We 


look at it like this: if One died for all 
men then, in a sense they all died, and 
his purpose in dying for them is that 
their lives now should be no longer lived 
for themselves but for him who died and 
rose again for them” (2 Cor. 5:14, 15, 
Phillips). 

It is only by constant reading of the 
Word of God and contemplation of the 
cross of Christ, and a realization of what 
really happened there that we can be 
brought to the place where we realize 
that all humanity, without exception, is 
no more than dregs in God's sight, and 
that salvation was brought to us by the 
stooping of the Son of God who was 
made flesh for us, and then made sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. 

We never deliver a message until the 
message has been received. If we speak 
into a dead telephone, we are not talk- 
ing to anyone at the other end. If a 
messenger boy throws a telegram into 
the ash can at our door, he has not de- 
livered the telegram. If we preach a ser- 
mon and an individual does not under- 
stand it, we have not delivered the 
message. 

The French word egg is “oeuf” and 
is pronounced like the last syllable of 
the word enough. Asking for an egg in 
French is un oeuf, which sounds exactly 
like our word enough. An Englishman in 
a small French restaurant was ap- 
proached by a waiter, and not wishing 
anything further, he waved his hand 
and said in English, “enough.” The 
waiter thought he was talking French 
and brought him an egg. There is no 
doubt that many Christians in our day 
think that they are preaching the gospel 
to someone when they go around with 
certain formulas which they understand 
and which they think everyone else un- 
derstands. The average unsaved Ameri- 


God trusts you with disappointments 





can in the upper brackets of life is in- 
sulted if you call him a sinner, for he 
has been thinking in terms of murder 
and thievery while you are thinking in 
terms of a comparison with the perfec- 
tions of God. You ask him if he is saved, 
which is a word in your Christian lang- 
uage but which means something quite 
different to him in his unregenerate 
vocabulary. He probably believes that 
all the Hell or all the Heaven that any- 
one has is in this life and cannot under- 
stand your preoccupation with his case. 
In fact, he thinks himself quite as well 
off as anyone else for he has become good 
in his own sight and therefore feels no 
need of a Saviour. 

How is the problem to be settled? The 
answer is that the Christian must spend 
much more time in thinking through 
the message that he wishes to deliver. 
He must seek to frame his proclamation 
of the gospel in terms that will pene- 
trate into the thinking of the one to 
whom he is giving the message. Above 
all there must be an utter reliance upon 
the Holy Spirit, since we know that the 
unsaved man does not know a word of 
our language any more than the French 
waiter knew the meaning of the word 
“enough.” We must be faithful in the 
proclamation, but we must have respect 
enough for it not to be sloppy in our 
thinking about the method in which it is 
to be presented. We have never delivered 
the message until it has been received. 


“MAY” OR “MUST” 


We would be false to the evidence of 
our eyes if we did not believe that God 
is working in great revival in the world 
today. What has been done through 


-Billy Graham in Britain and in many 


great cities of the United States is but a 
drop in the bucket when compared with 
reports from all fronts of Christendom. 
An outstanding Christian leader said 
to me recently, “Anyone who says the 
Church is moving toward modernism 
today is either ignorant or a liar.” 

As I began to think on this matter, I 
wondered why some men are spending 
so much time warning of apostasy when 
the movement is so strongly the other 
way, and we should be spending our 
time helping men who were once lib- 
erals and who are almost pathetically 
eager to be received among evangelicals 
and who, in many cases, are willing hum- 
bly to be taught. 

The answer came to me in the words 
“may” and “must.” The Bible teaches 
that the Lord Jesus Christ may come 
back at any moment. This we must de- 
voutly believe and hope for. But there 
are some men who teach that Christ 
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must come back soon. In this lies the 
great error that conditions men psy- 
chologically to rant about apostasy at a 
moment when the Spirit of God is 
blocking apostasy and moving in the 
other direction in many quarters. 

Recently a man called me to express 
his concern at my association with some 
whom he called “modernists.” He said, 
“Don’t you know that the apostasy is 
here and must continue?” I outlined to 
him what I have just expressed in the 
previous paragraphs. He was somewhat 
taken aback. I then pressed the point. 
In the days of Paul, people undoubtedly 
believed that Christ might come back 
at any moment. Probably there were 
some who would have branded believers 
as insane if they had stated that Christ 
might not come back for nineteen cen- 
turies. The same state of mind un- 
doubtedly existed in believers in the 
trough of the Dark Ages, and yet the 
Reformation came. England was at its 
spiritual blackest when God raised up 
Wesley for the great awakening. It may 
well be that after the century from 1850 
to 1950, in which evolution and modern- 
ism and higher criticism did their worst, 
that God will once more send a very 
great revival. Some believers might have 
thought that God never could have done 
anything with the apostate Roman 
Church of the late Middle Ages, but it 
was there that God found Luther. It 
was in the midst of Anglicanism at its 
lowest that God found Wesley. His arm 
is not shortened, and we must be ready 
to move with Him. 


ORTHODOXY WITHOUT LIFE 


A group of university students were 
assembled at a camp discussing methods 
of carrying Christ to the unbelievers of 
the campuses. In speaking of the ob- 
stacles, there was a discussion of the 
students who come to college from fund- 
amentalist churches, who have a com- 
plete creed in their minds but seemingly 
no knowledge of the way salvation 
should work in the life. Now they were 
not minimizing the creed in any way, 
but were putting themselves in the place 
of unbelievers who may be aware of the 
creed of people who do not put its 
implications into practice. They were 
wondering how fundamentalists could 
be brought to live fundamentally. They 
were concerned about young people who 
have a head full of phrases that they 
often do not understand experimentally. 

For example, a certain girl from a 
very fine home, went to one of the lead- 
ing women’s colleges where there were 
only three or four other Christians. 
These met in a Bible class and half 
a dozen seekers also attended. This girl 
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said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Saviour of the world.” One of the 
seekers said, “What do you mean by 
that?” The girl was unable to give any 
real answer. Another time she was asked 
honest questions about the Bible and 
was unable to relate the phrases which 
she knew in her head with the reality 
of her own faith and life. She became‘ 
so confused that she dropped out of 
the Bible class. 

Other people go to college with a 
list of proof texts possibly memorized 
in some child evangelism group years 
before. They know these texts and say 
that they “accepted Christ” in their 
youth, but have not the remotest idea 
what such acceptance means. They say 
they believe in Christ but are unable to 
define the nature of their relationship 
to Christ. 

It is a good thing to teach Scripture 
verses to children and it is a good thing 
to tell the story of the gospel. But there 
is a growing awareness among Christian 
leaders of young people in their late 
teens and early twenties that there are 
hosts of these young people who need 


_to get their faith out of their heads and 


into their lives. 

Some students lampooned their posi- 
tion as follows: 

O worship the Plan, all verbally true, 

O orthodoxly sing how meaningless to 

you. 

It should be the study of every be- 
liever that his life should show forth all 
that he believes, and of every pastor and 
teacher to make truth so plain that 
there shall not be confusion among 
professing believers who are unable to 
give an answer for the hope that is 
within, them. 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


The Christian who knows the. Word 
of God is aware of the true nature of 
the gospel. The gospel is salvation for 
the individual sinner through the aton- 
ing work of Christ on the cross where 
He was wounded for our transgressions 
and bruised for our iniquities. It is for 
this reason that conservatives have 
looked askance at those members of the 
clergy and others who have turned their 
efforts to nothing more than a social 
gospel which spends its efforts at at- 
tempts to reform some phase of society 
without transforming any individuals 
therein. The aim of our preaching is to 
get men saved from sin so that the Holy 
Spirit, dwelling in the individual be- 
liever, can go on witnessing through the 
believer in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom we are 
to shine as lights in the world (Phil. 
2:15). 


The secret of a happy home is Christ 


Shying away from the error that rises 
from the substitution of the social gos- 
pel for the true gospel; there have beén | 
fundamental believers who have gone 
so far in the opposite direction that’ 
they seem to act as though the world 
can go on its merry way to Hell without 
a thought of concern from them. One 
minister said that his whole job was to 
proclaim “the Blood, the Book and the 
Blessed Hope,” and let the world go its 
way. Now I believe in the vicarious 
atonement provided by our Lord, in the 
inspiration of the Word of God, and 
in the Second Coming of Christ. I will 
not yield to any man in my belief in 
and my proclamation of these things. 
But I am disturbed at the callousness 
of many fundamental Christians toward 
the problems that are around us and 
which should hold a part of our interest 
as a by-product of our faith. One of the 
reasons for the tremendous advance of 
the Roman Catholic Church in our day 
is its awareness of the social problems 
and its attempt to meet the needs in 
these fields. The Christ of the mass 
which they take into these problems is 
not the Christ of the Bible, the Christ of 
the resurrection. 

There is a great need for more be- 
lievers who know the true Christ of the 
Scriptures, to take Him, made flesh again 
in us, to the heart of the social prob- 
lems of our day. 


GERMAN-VATICAN CONCORDAT 


Adenauer has given reassurance to 
the Roman Catholic Church that the 
Concordat made between the Vatican 
and the German government in 1933 at 
the time Hitler came to power was still 
valid. This means that Germany has 
confirmed the Roman Catholic Church’s 
right to dominate education in many 
fields and has given her priests a pre- 
ferred political position. The assurance 
was given at the time of a protest of 
several Roman Catholic prelates over 
the passage of a local law in Saxony. 
The state legislature of Saxony passed 
a law to abolish state subsidized par- 
ochial schools. Chancellor Adenauer 
told the prelates that the federal gov- 
ernment agreed with the Roman Cath- 
olic Church that the lower Saxony 
measure conflicts with the. school pro- 
visions of the Concordat and that nego- 
tiations with the lower Saxony govern- 
ment on the matter are already under 
way. This means that the Jesuit-backed 
Adenauer is using the force of West 
Germany’s central government to de- 
stroy religious liberty on the local level 
and force Protestant taxpayers in the 
land of Luther to pay for Roman 
Catholic parochial schools. 











THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





2: The Parables 


and the 
Papyri 


must have been somewhere in the vicinity of the year 

250 A.D. when a family group attended at the local town 

clerk's office in the little Egyptian town of Theadelphia. 
The systematic persecution with which a dying paganism 
was afflicting the church was at its height, and the long arm 
of the Emperor Decius was seeking out the Christians by the 
Nile. 

An accommodating Government had made it possible for 
those so disposed to avoid all penalty by renouncing Christ. 
Pliny, the governor of Bithynia, writing to the Emperor 
Trajan in 112 A.D. had laid down the practice. The letter 
survives, and the mode of procedure, in Pliny’s words, was 
this: 


As in Bithynia, so it was in Theadelphia. One of the more 
somber parables of the Lord was finding illustration. The 
wheat and the tares grow together, and it is the Day of 
Judgment which separates the true from the false, and 
the genuine from its imitation. And the Day of Judgment 
is sometimes the coming of persecution, and the sword of 
authority outstretched against that which challenges its 
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baseness, and recognizes, beyond all earthly might, the 
power of the living God. In such times the weak and un- 
convinced fall off, and they alone remain whose faith is 
true and who count all things, even life itself, as loss for 
Christ. 

Pliny, in the letter already quoted, reports success for his 
policy of moderation, for so he imagined it. “The contag- 
ious superstition” of which he disapproved, was clearly 
checked. He wrote: 


It is certain at least that the temples, which had been 
almost deserted, begin now to be frequented; and the 
sacred festivals, after a long intermission, are again re- 
vived; while there is a general demand for sacrificial meat, 
which for some time t had met with but few pur- 
chasers. From hence it is easy to imagine what multitudes 
may be reclaimed from this error, if a door be left open 
to repentance. 

Documents of Recantation 

We have left meanwhile a little group from the Theadel- 
phian church waiting the petty magistrate’s pleasure outside 
the governmental office in the Egyptian town. Several of 
them were members of one family, who had in some past 
year adopted the Emperor’s name. They were there to sign 
documents which repudiated their Christian faith, they and 
others to the number of at least nineteen, whose writings 
of recantation were discovered in 1904 and 1907 among the 
papyri. This is what the Aurelian family read and signed 
with appropriate witnesses: 


To the superintendents of offerings and sacrifices at the 
city. From Aurelius . . . son of Theodorius and Pantony- 
mis of the said city. It has ever been my custom to make 
sacrifices and pour libations to the gods and now also I 
have in your presence in accordance with the command- 
ment poured libations and sacrifice and tasted the offer- 
ings, together with my son Aurelius Dioscuros and my 
daughter Aurelia Lais. I therefore request you to certify 
my statement. 


A second document runs: 


To those chosen to have charge of the sacrifices from 
Aurelia, wife of Ammonarios, from the village Theadel- 
phia, and who always sacrifices and reverences the gods, 
together with the children of the Aurelian family, Didy- 
mos and Ni ios and Taat. 

We have ever continued to sacrifice and to reverence 
ee ee re oe rere Cones See 
Nouphios, and now your presence ai ing to the 
orders we have libations and have ificed and 
have tasted of sacrifices, and I demand of you that 
you witness this with your signature for me. Farewell. 


Another of these strange documents, published in 1907, 
was held by a pagan priestess. “Aurelia Ammonous Mystos 
priestess of Petesouchos the great god” was her description. 
Since it is very unlikely that a priestess would be wrongly 
accused of Christianity, it is a fair guess that Aurelia had 
become a Christian, and then recanted under threat of 
punishment. 
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Such is the sad illustration of the Parable of the Wheat 
and the Tares which archaeology has been able to supply. 


The Bad Steward 


A second parable, which finds similar illustration, is that 
of the steward who lost his post. The story is told in Luke 
16, and ends with words some have misunderstood. ‘‘And the 
lord commended the unjust steward because he had done 
wisely.” The lord who thus praised the dishonest fellow 
is not the Lord Jesus. He has no capital L. He was the 
steward’s own lord, his master, his employer. Rich enough 
to laugh at the loss of a few barrels of oil and wine, the 
owner dropped a few words of grudging praise for the 
smart dealing of which he was the victim. And this is the 
parable’s point. The rogue of the world will leave no stone 
unturned to gain his end. The world will watch and grimly 
praise him as he turns the world’s resources to his purpose. 
What of this spirit in a nobler sphere? Cannot Christians 
scheme as indefatigably for the kingdom's. sake? “Make 
friends,” the Lord concluded, “by means of the Mammon of 
Unrighteousness.” If crooks can use money to build them- 
selves comfort, cannot we use it for God? ~ 

From the Egyptian papyri emerge quite a large group of 
crooks in office. It was a highly regimented age, and in 
Egypt especially, where an ancient fiscal system had been 
taken over by the Greeks first, and then the Romans, the 
ramifications of taxation and governmental controls was 
astonishing in its complexity. Human nature being what 
it is, where law runs to seed, there, too, graft flourishes. In 
illustration let us meet one Menches, and certain like him. 

It was nomination day in the local town board of Oxy- 
rhynchus, seventeen hundred years ago. “We nominate 
*Nilus,” said the members of the third ward. The chairman 
said, “Nilus shall be overseer.” “Upright Nilus,” said the 
members, “success to him.” So runs the text of the minutes 
on a tattered papyrus. 

When Menches was appointed town clerk of Kerkeosiris 
in 119 B.C., the council minutes had probably just as 
respectable a tale to tell. But Menches had written a letter 
the week before. How many of the senators knew about it? 
Menches himself seems to have hoarded copies of his private 
correspondence. 

At any rate early in our century Grenfell and Hunt found 
a crocodile cemetery at Tebtunis. The crocodile was as 
sacred as the cat in Egypt, and received honorable burial. 
Sick of finding the dry carcasses where he had hoped for 
sarcophagi, a workman smashed one open with his pick, and 
revealed that it was stuffed with waste papyri. Most of the 
documents were official records and Menches’ note was 
among them. 

This is what Menches wrote: “On being appointed to the 
post of town clerk, I will pay at the village 50 artabae of 
wheat, and 50 artabae of pulse, namely, 20 of lentile and 
10 of bruised beans, 6 of mixed seed, 10 of peas, 3 of mus- 
tard and | of parched pulse: total 100 artabae.” 

Now the office he sought was honorary! Here he offers 
payment, and his letter mentions no recipient and bears no 
date! What perfidy lies hid with Menches’ dust! Simpler 
men were eager to escape the honorary burden. 

We may read, for example, the pathetic appeal of a doc- 
tor who found himself saddled with a local magistracy. 
“After toiling for four years at the post,” he wrote, “I am 
become very run-down, my lord. I entreat you, my preserver, 
have pity, and order me to be released from my duties. Add 
instructions, please, that those practicing medicine be 
granted exemption, especially those who, like myself, have 
passed the examination.” 
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When you have found God there is nothing more to look for in men 


Why tlien did Menches want the post? Reading between 
the faded lines in the private letters of the age .we gathet 
that an official could often turn a shady drachma. _ 

What of this letter of 200 A.D.? “Ammonius to Apion, 
greetings. If you can, buy up the peaches on the market. 
Don’t neglect it, for if the gods will, the Government is 
about tu market them. Don’t be fainthearted. Manage this 
so that peaches can be bought through you alone, and 
know that you will not suffer as far as I am concerned.” It 
is curious that what is probably the first mention of peaches 
in a!l literature, should also introduce us to a bureaucratic 
marketing scheme, and to a shady plot to corner the crop. 

What an advantage to Apion to have a friend like Am- 
monius in an official position! 

Bad man Menches may have looked for more than inside 
‘nformation on marketing legislation. All the village taxes 
would pass through his hands. He would be registrar, too, 
of all trades and properties. “A certain Artemidorus, scribe 
of Ciris,” complains a lady named Seniphibis, “has regis- 
tered me as having more land than I possess, and in con- 
sequence inflicts much loss on me.” 

“The collection of corn dues,” complains another in 
215 A.D., “is based on obsolete lists of names, and the col- 
lections are involving injustice to many.” Both documents 
give us a glimpse of a thoroughly corrupt bureaucracy. 
Menches, too, would deal with all applications for rent 
rebates. A burning question, as early as the first century, 
was the just rate of rebate for Government tenants in years 
when the flooding of the Nile proved disappointing. The 
bureaucrats seem never to have succeeded in establishing a 
workable sliding scale. Tiberius Julius Alexander, in the 
late first century, condemned the practice of basing rents on 
a past average, but as late as Hadrian we find the problem 
still worrying officialdom. 

In both Greek and Roman times everything one did or 
ate in Egypt was taxed. Hermaiscus opened a vegetable shop 
in Broad Street at Pson in 222 A.D., and we have the re- 
ceipt for his registration fee. All the other shops in Broad 
Street, and every trade suffered like infliction. It even cost 
a handful of good drachmae to die, for there was a tax on 
grave-digging. There must have been pickings for men like 
Menches, if they “walked on their feet in the market place,” 
to use the quaint term which appears in declarations of 
testamentary capacity. 

How annoying for a temperamental painter seeking to 
catch the glow of sunset, to have Menches assess his canvas! 
Believe it or not, there was a tax on paintings. What an 
opportunity when a grandee passed through on the way to 
the Pyramids, and food and transport had to be requisi- 
tioned! It was well for the farmer next door to be the town 
clerk’s friend, even at the expense of “31 dishes and one 
meal bowl,” which Pachon took to the pawnshop on “the 
10th” of an undecipherable month and year. 

The accounts, of course, were audited. But what then? 
A letter from Menches’ hoard reads: “Polemon to Menches, 
greeting. The inspector from the Treasure will pass your 
village on the 16th, so try to have all arrears in order.” An- 
other official writes: “The inspector of temple finance is 
here. Write up your books and come to me for he is a very 
stern fellow. If anything detains you, send them on and I 
will see you through, for he has become my friend.” 

It is obvious that the trickster and grafter of the Lord’s 
pungent little parable was no isolated type. 


The Prodigal Son 
For final and briefer illustration let us turn to Luke 15, 
(Continued on page 41) 
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Argentina’s Dictator Tangles with the Roman Catholic Church 


North Carolina Baptists Moving away from Congregational Rule 


Protestants of North Slow to Assimilate Negroes from South 


DEATH STRUGGLE IN ARGENTINE 


The conflict in the Argentine between 
Peron and the Roman Catholic Church 
is entering an intensive stage. Peron has 
caused the arrest of a seventh priest, ac- 
cusing the Romanists of mixing in poli- 
tics. We believe that Peron has under- 
taken more than he can handle and ex- 
pect to see his overthrow within the 
next few months. The charges made by 
Peron against some of the upper mem- 
bers of the hierarchy and some priests is 
that they are penetrating his labor un- 
ions and seeking to overthrow his gov- 
ernment. This is very probably true. 
Priests who have preached on the sub- 
ject before their congregations have 
been arrested. Two of the priests have 
been given sentences of five days in jail. 
The other four were held for question- 
ing, and then released. Meanwhile the 
Argentine News Vendors Union declared 
that Peron was Argentine’s only “Sav- 
iour.” The resolution of this Union said, 
“God is present on earth in the august 
person of Peron. God only existed for 
the rich and powerful until you per- 
formed the miracle of opening the gates 
of Heaven for the benefit of those who 
never had any religion.” Informed ob- 
servers believed that Peron knows that 
he cannot maintain his power in the 
Argentine without the support of the 
majority labor party and that his only 
opportunity of dominating the labor 
party is to take a stand with them 
against the religious intolerance and ex- 
ploitation which so long has done ex- 
actly what the News Vendors Union 
maintained to be true. The Roman 
Church in Latin America has, for more 
than a century, been the tool of the 
rich and powerful at the expense of the 
poor and miserable. 


NEGRO POPULATION SHIFT 


Informed observers in the real estate 
field state that the phenomenal growth 
of suburban development is caused in 
no small measure by the tremendous 
shift of Negro population from the 
South to the great cities of the North. 
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The Negroes buy into old white sections 
causing an immediate eruption to the 
suburbs. That this is true is illustrated 
by figures from Washington, D. C., that 
the ratio of colored and white shifted 
more than 16 per cent in a period of ap- 
proximately ten months. In this brief 
time, the white percentage dropped 7.6 
per cent while the Negro percentage was 
8.4. In Baltimore a school survey in a 
certain district made in the month of 
May was so obsolete by September that 
all plans made by the school board had 
to be scrapped. The problem has tre- 
mendous implications and must be 
squarely faced by the church and all in- 
terested citizens in the great cities of 
the North. The main centers affected 
are New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Detroit, and 
Chicago. Almost three million Negroes 
have moved into those cities in the last 
few years. The Philadelphia Council of 
Churches reports that the religious cen- 
sus of that city shows that the two larg- 
est Protestant denominations in Phila- 
delphia are now the Negro Baptists and 
the Negro Methodists, far surpassing the 
Lutherans, Episcopalians, and Presbyter- 
ians which follow in that order with an- 
other Negro denomination in sixth place 
and the white Baptists in seventh place. 
Movements at desegregation in these 
northern cities are meeting with failure 
because the Negro Protestant ministers 
do not wish to lose their membership in 
churches which are at present all white. 
The accusation may still be made that 
white Protestants are slow at assimila- 
tion of the Negroes. The fact clearly re- 
mains that Negro leaders in Protestant- 
ism do not want assimilation, at least in 
the cities of the North. 


WORLD TOUR FOR BILLY GRAHAM 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso- 
ciation has announced that the evangel- 
ist will make a world tour in the early 
part of 1956, including a week of meet- 
ings in the Philippines and Singapore 
and certain places in Australia and 
New Zealand. His campaign in Glas- 
gow, Scotland begins March 21. 


COPYRIGHT ON GOD 


The closing of the Baptist Temple 
in Madrid by Franco authorities called 
forth the protest of the North Carolina 
State Baptist Convention, who charac- 
terized the action as a denial of the 
basic rights of the individual to wor- 
ship God as he chooses. We should not 
forget that the Roman Catholic Church 
takes an attitude which must be char- 
acterized as nothing less than cynical, 
that they alone know how to worship 
God and that denying the right to men 
to worship in any other way is doing 
them a favor. It must never be forgot- 
ten that fundamentally the Roman 
Catholic Church believes that it has 
been granted a patent and a copyright 
on God. 


VIGILANCE IN LOUISIANA 


The Louisiana State Baptist Con- 
vention has recently created a “watch 
dog” committee to keep close control 
on all state and local political matters 
in order to prevent the infiltration of 
the administration by any _ church 
group. In Louisiana, of course, this 
means the Roman Catholic Church. 
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 


SERIOUS TREND IN THE SOUTH 


The first important move in Southern 
Baptist circles away from their historic 
congregational principle has been under 
discussion by the State Convention of 
the North Carolina Baptists. 

A year ago the Convention created a 
committee to draw up a model incorp- 
oration form for the local church. This 
committee has now presented to the 
latest meeting of the Convention a 
model constitution, the heart of which 
is that in the case of any split in a local 
congregation the group remaining with 
the Southern Baptist Convention main- 
tains the property rights. Heretofore a 
congregation in the Baptist communion 
had full control of its destinies: 

This is illustrated in the North by the 
facility with which a congregation has 
voted itself in or out of one or more 
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of the various groups into which North- 
ern Baptists are split. If the proposal of 
the North Carolina Convention becomes 
general the Southern Baptist Convention 
ceases to be an assembly of autonomous 
congregations. That would mean that 
each minister in the Southern Baptist 
denomination could no longer call his 
soul .his own. He would be under the 
complete control of the denominational 
headquarters which could force him into 
any position loaded by central commit- 
tees. The matter has proceeded much 
farther than might appear on the sur- 
face. A split in the Southern Baptist 
Church at Rocky Mountain, N. C., 
brought a majority vote to secede from 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
minority wishing to remain faithful to 
the Convention sued in the courts for 
title to the property valued at $250,000. 
Superior Court Judge Malcolm Paul 
rendered a decision giving the property 
to the minority on the grounds that the 
seceding majority had ceased to be “a 
part of the true congregation and are 
not entitled to share in the use and 
possession of the property.” The major- 
ity has appealed this decision through 
the North Carolina Supreme Court. If 
the Supreme Court of North Carolina 
or the Supreme Court should maintain 
the validity of Judge Paul’s decision, it 
would mean a major change in Baptistic 
principle in the United States. Property 
controlled by the denomination would 
put spiritual control in the hands of 
the men of the hierarchy which would 
soon be developed. This would enable 
those, for example, who do not believe 
in the premillenarian coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to make rules that 
would force all believers in the blessed 
hope to abandon their church properties 
and start out with nothing. I have given 
this as a single example, but there are 
many other examples which could stem 
from this policy. Several hundred years 
ago a famous French writer said that the 
foreigner is contemporary posterity. In 
other words, the outsider can see a situa- 
tion as clearly as the children of those 
who are involved in the controversy. 
The Editor of ETernrry is willing to be- 
come a prophet and state that extreme 
dissension and heart-breaking splits will 
be caused in Southern Baptist churches 
if this policy becomes effective. 


COMFORT AND CHEER FOR COMMUNISM 
Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, Chairman 
of the Committee of The National 
Council of Churches on International 
Justice and Good Will is noted as an 
unreconstructed liberal. It was a good 
thing, therefore, that he announced 
that he was speaking for himself alone 
and not for The National Council 
when he made a suggestion recently 
that a “carefully selected delegation of 
American churchmen confer with rep- 
resentative church leaders behind the 
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iron curtain on issues disputed by East” 


and West which are of concern to the 
whole of Christendom, because of their 
moral implications.” 

All people who are interested in 
Biblical Christianity and in true union 
of believers should be extremely sus- 
picious of any such movement if the 
American delegates are to be “carefully 
selected” by Dr. Van Kirk, or anyone 
with his political leanings. There would 
undoubtedly be a strong tinge of pink 
clergymen in such a selection and their 
conference would go far to comfort 
and cheer the Russian Communistic 
government. 


BLOW TO BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 

The United States Supreme Court has 
declined to review the New Jersey 
Supreme Court's ruling last September 
that distribution of Gideon New Testa- 
ments to Rutherford, N. J., public school 
children is unconstitutional. 

' The state court verdict had been ap- 
pealed jointly by the Rutherford Board 
of Education and the Gideons Interna- 
tional. 

Chief Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, 
who delivered the New Jersey Supreme 
Court’s opinion, said that the Gideon 
Bible is a “sectarian book” and its dis- 
tribution in the public schools is “a 
violation of the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution . . . and of 
Article I, paragraph 4, of the New Jersey 
Constitution.” 

The State Supreme Court ruling re- 
versed an earlier decision by the Super- 
ior Court upholding the action of the 
utherford School board in authorizing 
distribution of the Gideon Bibles in 
1951. 

Suit to prevent the Bible distribution 
was originally filed by Bernard Tudor, 
of Rutherford, parent of a Jewish pupil, 
and Ralph LeCoque, a Roman Catholic 
parent. 

In their appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court the Gideons contended that the 
New Jersey court deprived them of re- 
ligious freedom by denying them the 
right to propagate, in a peaceful manner, 
their belief in Holy Scripture. 

The Gideons also claimed that free- 
dom of the press was violated by an at- 
tempt to prohibit them from distributing 
printed matter. 


MID-AMERICA KESWICK 

The first Mid-America Keswick Con- 
ference held at the Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, from October 23 to 30, 
exceeded all expectations both in the 
size of the crowds attending and in the 
blessing of God upon this venture. Even- 
ing services averaged 1600 people each 
day. 

ine the commencement of the von- 
vention, the awareness of the presence 
of God was so real that the hush of the 
Spirit was upon the congregation from 


beginning to end. The presentation of 
the emphasis of Keswick teaching, build- 
ing upon New Testament truth to a 
climax, produced remarkable results. Sin 
in the life of the believer was ruthlessly 
exposed, the way of cleansing through 
the blood, and of victory through the 
Holy Spirit was challengingly pro- 
claimed. The claims of the sovereignty of 
Christ upon heart and life were fearlessly 
pressed home, and a great number of 
people came into a new experience of 
the riches of God’s grace. 

Speakers were the Rev. George Dun- 
can, trustee of English Keswick Conven- 
tion, London; Dr. G. Allan Fleece, 
president, Columbia Bible College; Dr. 
Harold Ockenga, pastor, Park Street 
Church, Boston; Dr. T. Roland Philips, 
chairman, Canadian Keswick, and pastor, 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more; Thomas Rees, director Hilden- 
borough Hall, England; Dr. A. W. 
Tozer, pastor, Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Church, Chicago; and Dr. 
Arthur S. Whiting, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, New York. 

The Council of the Mid-America Kes- 
wick Convention has decided to hold the 
1955 gathering October 15 to 22 in 
Moody Church. 


EASTERN BAPTIST CELEBRATES 

Eastern Baptist College, St. Davids, 
Pa., and the Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, held an Open 
House Convocation, in conjunction with 
Eastern’s thirtieth anniversary, on Nov- 
ember 12, according to President Gilbert 
L. Guffin. 

Many denominational leaders and 
educators took part in the all-day affair. 
The morning and afternoon sessions 
were held on the college campus and the 
dinner and evening session at the sem- 
inary campus. 

Dr. V. Carney Hargroves, pastor of 
the Second Baptist Church of German- 
town and president of the American 
Baptist Convention which represents 
one and a half million Baptists in the 
United States was one of the major 
speakers. 

Others who addressed the Convoca- 
tion were Dr. Gordon Palmer of Califor- 
nia, former president of Eastern Baptist 
Seminary; Dr. Benjamin P. Browne, 
Merion, Pa., éxecutive director of the 
American Baptist Convention Board of 
Education and Publications; Dr. Charles 
W. Koller, president of the Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago; 
and Dr. John W. Bradbury, New York, 
editor of a weekly Baptist publication, 
the Watchman-Examiner. 

366,500 HEAR GRAHAM 

A total of 366,500 persons attended the 
28 meetings of Dr. Billy Graham's 
month-long evangelistic crusade in New 
Orleans, crusade officials announced. 

(continued on page 34) 
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Documented sources reveal that the founder of Christian 


Science was anything but the saint of the official biographies 


By Walter R. Martin and Norman H. Klann 


stressing the saintly nature of Mary Baker Eddy, not 
to mention their assertion that she was the very per- 
sonification of “boundless generosity.” 

From the innumerable pages of the chief Christian Science 
periodicals through the years has come a gradual but defin- 
ite legend about Mrs. Eddy, until at last she has emerged a 
sainted elderly lady devoid of any attributes but those of in- 
comparable perfection. Any criticism of her has met with 
tremendous opposition on the part of every known Christian 
Science pressure group, and the biographies of her life and 
works approved by the Christian Science organization 
abound with strenuous attempts to glorify her meager abili- 
ties. In truth one wonders what with all the pro-Eddy 
propaganda promoted by her zealous worshipers, how the 
truth about her has managed to be in evidence at all. But 
it does exist and despite the historic efforts of the Christian 
Science Church to suppress it, objective history still tells a 
vivid but brutally candid tale of a grasping and jealous old 
woman who sold the heritage of her Christian birthright 
for a three-million-dollar fortune and the enduring adora- 
tion of her self-created church. 


Evidence Suppressed 

We do not wish to appear bitter or one-sided where Mrs. 
Eddy is concerned, but must in sincerity judge her on the 
basis of all reliable evidence, which evidence, unfortunately, 
Christian Scientists in general are not at all eager to have 
examined. It is also argued by many sympathetic persons 
that since Mrs. Eddy has “passed on” she should be allowed 
to rest in peace, “for after all,” they say, “she really hasn’t 
harmed anyone and her followers are good Christians.” Noth- 
ing can be gained by digging up the past, they contend, 
while much harm to the feelings of Christian Scientists might 
be done. We must, however, take exception to these objec- 
tions for three principal reasons: (1) The evil that men do 
often lives on after them and the evils of Mrs. Eddy and her 
system still live on after her, and to all appearances are thriv- 
ing world wide. (2) There is no conceivable Biblical ground 
upon which Christian Science or its true followers may be 
called “Christian.” Indeed the philosophy itself is the anti- 
thesis of the theology of the entire New Testament. (3) Mrs. 
Eddy and Christian Science, contrary to popular belief, 
have done much harm. High on the list of their crimes is 
the common practice of taking money for “curing” persons 
of diseases which their own textbooks claim do not exist, 
allowing so-called practitioners whose abilities are nil 
(where properly diagnosed organic diseases are in evidence) 
to peddle their untruthful “treatments” to dying persons 


“The Myth of Mother Eddy” is a chapter from the forthcoming 
book, “The Christian Science Myth.” The Revs. Walter R. Martin and 
Norman H. Klann are two young investigators who have dedicated 
ae to the task of exposing the growing number of cults in 
the U. 


We loyal Christian Scientists take great delight in 


who will grasp at any straw, and last but not least, the hein- 
ous crime of claiming that Jesus Christ Himself is the center 
of this huge anti-Christian business enterprise. 
Not Christian 

Christian Science is therefore a sect which cannot truth- 
fully own the name Christian, for in no sense imaginable 
are they following the way of salvation so clearly preached 
by the Son of God. The much talk about “love,” “truth,” 
and “goodness” in Christian Science literature is far over- 
shadowed by the fact that they and Mrs. Eddy have con- 
tinually attacked almost every cardinal doctrine of the 
Christian faith by either denying it outright or by changing 
its clear meaning into Mrs. Eddy’s confusing language. 


THE MYTH 0 


Miss Georgine Milmine, who undertook the most thor- 
ough investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s background ever at- 
tempted, and who has been attacked and vilified by Chris- 
tian Scientists ever since, made a statement concerning her 
memorable work which stands as unchallenged today from 
a standpoint of evidence as when she made it. Said Miss 
Milmine upon hearing that Christian Scientists accused her 
book of saying only the “bad” things about Mrs. Eddy: 

“I have searched the whole of Mrs. Eddy’s life for a 
kindly, a generous, an unselfish, a fine womanly deed, 
and would have been only too glad to have recorded it, 
but have not found one.””* 

Doubtless, Christian Scientists universal will cite volumes 
of alleged kind and good works to defend Mrs, Eddy but 
it remains an uncontestable fact of history from those who 
knew her intimately and who were not hypnotized by her 
magnetic personality as were her devoted apologists, that 
Mrs. Eddv never did anything for anybody without a motive 
aimed at benefiting her own ends. 


The Root Unsound 
It is essential to understand the implications of Mrs. 
Eddy’s teachings where religion in general and Christianity 
in particular are concerned, and one cannot but admire 
the pointed stand she took for what she claimed to be a 
“revelation.” But be that as it may, it is also essential that 
the grounds for her claim and her practice of this “revela- 


1 Georgine Milmine to F. W. Peabody as recorded in the latter’s book, The 
Religio-Medical Masquerade, p. 73. 
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tion” be equally understood. It has been wisely said that 
from the root springs the tree, and if the root be unsound 
the tree will be shaky and undependable. So then if Mrs. 
Eddy’s principles and the practice of them are found to be 
unsound it is only logical that the practice of those same 
principles by her followers should yield an equally unsound 
and shaky foundation for faith. It is this myth built up 
around and about Mrs. Eddy that has protected Christian 
Science from much powerful criticism which might other- 
wise have revealed the whole truth of her character and his- 
tory. So then in the interest of a complete portrait of his- 
torical truth let us observe the real unvarnished Mrs. Eddy, 
her claims, and her abilities, free of the adoration which 
colors the epic of her long and eventful life, and see if the 
legend of her person can endure the supreme court of final 
appeal—history. The authors leave the final conclusions with 
the interested reader who can judge for himself the value of 
this carefully erected legend—the myth of Mother Eddy. 
The central claim of Mrs. Eddy and Christian Science is 
that she has “restored” to Christendom the power of heal- 
ing “lost” since the days of the early church. It-is continually 
reiterated in the literature of the cult that their “leader” 
healed as Jesus did and demonstrated through Divine Sci- 
ence. Not only this, but Mrs. Eddy herself boldly asserted 
that she healed all types of diséases including cancer, tuber- 
culosis, and diphtheria. Wrote Mrs. Eddy to the New York 


MOTHER EDDY 


Sun December 19, 1898, “I challenge the world to disprove 
what I hereby declare. After my discovery of Christian Sci- 
ence I healed consumption in the last stages that the M.D.’s 
by verdict of a stethoscope and the schools declared incur- 
able, the lungs being mostly consumed. I healed malignant 
tubercular diphtheria and carious bones that could be 
dented by the finger, saving them when the surgeon’s in- 
struments were lying on the table ready for their amputa- 
tion. I have healed at one visit a cancer that had so eaten 
the flesh of the neck as to expose the jugular vein so that 
it stood out like a cord.” Notice here Mrs. Eddy gives no 
particulars, names of patients, localities, dates, or witnesses. 
Indeed the only persons who ever witnessed her miraculous 
cures were either hypnotized lackeys without medical train- 
ing to justify their diagnosis of disease, or Christian Scien- 
tists of another era who unfortunately accept as God- 
breathed truth any claim that either Mrs. Eddy or her 
contemporary worshipers have conjured up. And so this 
key phase of the Eddy myth—Mrs. Eddy’s power to heal— 
presents itself as a unique challenge. For if it be true 
that she’ healed with such power, then Mrs. Eddy stands 
vindicated of any evil. If it is false, she is unmasked as a 
deceiver of unparalleled cruelty, preying upon the sick and 
maimed for personal remuneration, prestige, and cheap 
sensational publicity. Briefly then, let us consider this phase 
of “Mother” Eddy’s* long career. 





Mrs. Eddy’s Healing Claims . 3 
To begin with, it should be realized in the process of 
investigating Mrs. Eddy’s healing -claims: that she refused. 
outright to treat identical cases of diseases she claimed to 
have cured. Even when a prominent Cincinnati physician 
offered her every such opportunity, Mrs. Eddy remained 
strangely silent; indeed she never mentioned the issue 
again.” This is hardly the attitude one would expect from 
the alleged “successor to Jesus Christ.” The foregoing is 
only one fact of a large number, which prove beyond 
doubt that Mrs. Eddy did not heal as she claimed. During 
her long life Mrs. Eddy allowed her own little grand- 
daughter, her beloved brother Samuel's wife, and her close 
friend, Joseph Armstrong, all to die painful deaths of can- 
cer, pneumonia, and pleurisy, and never to any known 
evidence of the contrary did she ever lift her “healing” 
hand to save them.’ Instead she recommended “absent 
treatment” in all three cases which consisted of reading 
her book Science and Health and concentrating upon 
mentally repulsing the organic deterioration. Mrs. Eddy 
could have at least paid a call on them, and if her claims 
were true, healed them “at one visit,” but she did not, be- 
cause she could not, and no one knew it better than M 
Baker Eddy. ) 


Mass of Evidence 


There is an overwhelming mass of evidence from sources 
unchallengeable that this fact is absolute truth, and no 
better authority can be quoted than the sworn testimony 
of Mr. Alfred Farlow, then chairman of the Publications 
Committee of the Christian Science Church and President 
of the Mother Church in Boston. Mr. Farlow’s testimony,‘ 
that of a Christian Scientist in excellent standing with his 
church and certainly in a position to know the facts about 
Mrs. Eddy, clearly stated that he did not know of any 
healing ever having been made by Mrs. Eddy of any or- 
ganic disease in her entire life but that of a stiff leg— 
hardly a major illness by any reasonable diagnosis. Much 
more material could be introduced to further verify this 
contention of history against the Eddy healing legend, but 
it is sufficient to say that the issue needs no further sup- 
port. She who professed to “succeed Jesus Christ” as the 
great healer of our age could not even heal her closest 
emotional contacts, and to conceal this great threat to her 
system which was based squarely on her alleged power to 
heal, Mrs. Eddy and her contemporaries have masqueraded 
to the world and to her gullible followers the legend of 
her miraculous. curative power. This power, so widely 
trumpeted by Christian Science propaganda, history tells 
us she never exercised or demonstrated openly for the ob- 
vious reason that it was a complete illusion, a phantom 
of Christian Science publicity and the delusions of Mary 
Baker Eddy: However, we shall proceed with the investi- 
gation of the other facets of the Eddy myth. 

In 1932 there appeared a work so devastating in its 
documentary evidence, and so unimpeachable in its source 
that Christian Scientists today do not even care te admit 
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she died. The fact. that she sent a check has also been well exploited by 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Isaiah 





WRITTEN AMONG THE LIVING (4:3) 

A close study of the Word of God reveals that God 
keeps books, and that He keeps several sets of books. We 
discover that there is “the book of life” (Rev. 3:5; 20:12), 
the population roll of all who have ever lived on earth, 
and from which names may be blotted out. There is “the 
Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 13:8; 21:27) where is found 
the roll of the redeemed. To-have one’s name here is a 
cause of rejoicing (Lk. 10:20). From this book no name 
can be erased. The two are contrasted in Psalm 69:28. 
There is the book of the deeds of the lost by which they 
are to be judged (Rev. 20:12). There is a book of remem- 
rance for all who have even thought on “the name of the 
Lord” (Mal. 3:16). And there is a book concerning the 
earthly children of Israel (Ezk. 13:9), with the names of 
those born in Zion (Psa. 87:5, 6), and the special bless- 
ing which is theirs. Here we discover that there is written 
record of those Jews who will survive the great tribulation 
and will be the nursery stock for the Israel of the kingdom. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy carefulness. 


WASHED . . . PURGED .. . (4:4) 

The Lord will bring to pass all that He has purposed 
for His people. There will be the complete cleansing of 
the remnant that shall survive. They shall be both washed 
and purged. The two verbs have quite different meanings 
in the Scriptures. Washing is a word that is used of cleans- 
ing with the Word of God. Of the New Testament be- 
lievers we read that Christ “gave himself that he might 
sanctify and cleanse . . . with the washing of water by 
the word” (Eph. 5:26). Purging is a process that is often 
described as putting through the fire. “For he is like a 
refiner’s fire . . . he shall purge them as gold and silver” 
(Mal. 3:3). Our word purge comes from the Greek root 
word for fire, as do pure and purify. The filth shall be 
washed and the blood shall be purged. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy cleansing processes. 
SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT . . . AND 
SPIRIT OF BURNING (4:4) 


I believe that the word ruach should be translated 
breath rather than spirit in this passage and that the true 


meaning would be: “And he who is left . . . shall be 
called holy . . . when the Lord shall have washed away 
the filth . . . and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem 


from its midst by a blast of judgment and a blast of de- 
struction.” It is the Holy Spirit who is the executor of 
the judgment, but it comes upon the nation like fierce 
blasts of the breath of God. There are some places on the 
surface of the earth where sin has been concentrated more 
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than in others, and at Jerusalem the culmination of sin 
has been even greater because it has been at the place 
where God once placed His tabernacle among men, and 
where God once moved in the flesh as man. Where sin 
abounded grace has more abounded in this day of grace 
(Rom. 5:20), and where sin abounded judgment shall the 
more abound in the day of cleansing. 

Lord, keep us cleansed through grace. 


BY DAY . . . BY NIGHT .. . (4:5) 

In the days of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness the 
Lord spread the cloud of His covering and guidance over 
the nation (Ex. 13:21; Num. 9:21 ff.). David sang of this, 
“He spread a cloud for a covering;-and fire to give light 
in the night” (Psa. 105:39). In our great hymn, “Glorious 
things of thee are spoken,” we have the wonderful verse: 
/Round each habitation hov’ring /See the cloud and fire 
appear /For a glory and a covering, /Showing that the 
Lord is near. /Thus deriving from their banner /Light 
by night and shade by day, /Safe they feed upon the man- 
na /Which He gives them when they pray. Now, in this 
prophecy it is announced that the Lord will have this 
miracle of His visible, protective presence and guidance 
over the whole site of Mt. Zion, heart of the restored 
Israel, as well as upon her spiritual assemblies. 

Lord, cover us with Thyself. 


UPON ALL THE GLORY SHALL BE A CANOPY (4:5) 
The idea is not defense as the KJV has it, but a special 
canopy which has rich meaning.; The Hebrew word is 
sukkah and it was used for the festival booth in which 
the children of Israel were commanded to dwell during 
the feast of the tabernacles (Lev. 23:42). It was a time 
of great 1ejoicing before the Lord, a symbol of their 
deliverance from Egypt, and their dwelling with the Lord. 
The word was also used for the special tent that was erect- 
ed to cover the bride and the bridegroom on their wedding 
night. The picture is of Israel restored to the place. of 
full joy, and in the loving embrace of the Lord. “In that 
day saith the Lord, thou shalt call me husband, and shalt 
call me Baal no more” (Hos. 2:16). 
Lord, may we know Solomon’s song with Thee. 


SHADE . . . REFUGE . . . SHELTER . . . (4:6) 

All things are provided for us in Christ. When He 
comes upon us as God’s protective covering, He furnishes 
all that we need. In the New Testament we have the 
great promise, “My God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 
The method of supply is Christ. The source of supply is 
God the Father. His shield over us is shade, refuge, and 
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shelter. These are not mere synonyms but words that 
show the extent of God’s care for us, His children. Shade, 
to a people that lived in a desert wilderness, was a most 
important thing. He protects us from the heat of life. 
Refuge, to a people who knew the law, was a place to 
which a sinner might flee for protection from the conse- 
quences of his own sin. Shelter is a hiding place from 
the storms of life. 

Lord, Thou art all our cover. 


WELLBELOVED . . . BELOVED . . . WELLBELOVED (5:1) 
Isaiah was God’s man. God was Isaiah's wellbeloved. 
There are many instances in the Bible of God’s tender 
care for His servants. There are a few instances where the 
Lord lets us see the opened heart of His servants. John 
was the New Testament apostle of love. We see him at 
the last supper with his head on Christ’s bosom. Here we 
see Isaiah, so hurt because of the sin of his people, with 
prophecies that are “burdens,” pouring out a song to 
God. Later verses will tell of the ingratitude of the peo- 
ple; the first verse shows the heart of the poet-prophet for 
his Lord. True love delights to repeat its caresses and 
Isaiah’s tongue found new pleasure each time he called 
the Lord his wellbeloved. The KJV is right—the word is 
used three times, for God is in three Persons, blessed 

Trinity. 
Lord, Thou art our wellbeloved. 


MY WELLBELOVED HATH A VINEYARD (5:1) 

Israel is the vineyard of the Lord. This is flatly stated 
further on in the song (v. 7). That the Lord chose His 
people because of sovereign love in Himself and not be- 
cause of anything in them is a commonplace of the Bible. 
“Look to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look 
unto Abraham your father . . . for I called him alone” 
(Isa. 51:1,2). In the New Testament we read, “Being 
justified freely by His grace” (Rom. 3:24). The word 
freely is the same in Greek as that which tells us that 
Christ was hated without a cause (John 15:25), We were 
justified without a cause in us. Israel was called as a na- 
tion without any cause in them. His purpose was that we 
should be to the praise of His glory (Eph. 1:12), and that 
we should bring forth fruit (John 15). We are His prop- 
erty, prepared for His cultivation and fruitfulness. 

Lord, take care of Thy property. 


IN A VERY FRUITFUL HILL (5:1) 

The Hebrew is quite different from the English. The 
original is assuredly “the son of the oil of the horn.” 
Jerome saw this hundreds of years ago, translating it in 
the Vulgate “in cornu filio olei.’” The Hebrew word is 
translated horn 75 times and hill only here. Calvin gives 
the literal translation but then goes on to explain it away 
as being no more than a description of the place location 
of the vineyard. I am convinced that it refers to Christ. 
The Lord is frequently set forth in the Word as being 
“the son of David.” The very name, Christ, comes from 
the Greek word for ointment, and the Hebrew word 
which has given us Messiah is the same. Hannah prayed 
concerning Samuel that “he shall exalt the horn of his 
anointed” (1 Sam. 2:10), and Samuel “took the horn of 
oil and anointed David” (1 Sam. 16:13). We may read, 
then, “My well beloved had a vineyard of the son of the 
anointed.” The vineyard was God’s through Christ. 

Lord, we thank Thee that all is in Christ. 


HE FENCED IT (5:2) 
Job complained that God had put a hedge about him 
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(3:23), but the devil also complained that there was a 
hedge about Job (1:10). Job thought his way was narrow 
and that he could not get out; the devil knew that Job , 
was protected and that he could not get in to attack him. 
‘The hedge is about every one of us who. belongs to God . 
in redemption. The hedge was upon us from before the 
foundation of the world. We see it about Moses and Jacob 
and Paul long before they were saved. We know that a 
fence is the mark of ownership. No man ever fenced land 


- that was not his own. A fence is also a declaration of pur- 


pose; men do not fence land that is completely waste. 
Oftentimes the erection of a fence is the first indication 
that the owner intends to do something on the property 
which is thus being enclosed. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast fenced us in. 


DIGGED .. . CLEARED .. . PLANTED... (5:2) 


Every care was expended by God upon His people. 
There was no blessing that He did not provide for them; 
there was no care which He did not lavish upon them. 
This is true not only for Israel, His people of the past, 
but also for the true Church, His people of the present. 
We have been “blessed with all spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). There was no fail- 
ure on God’s part and there never will be. God had placed 
Israel in the most favorable position and had protected 
them against all their enemies. He had separated them 
unto Himself. He had removed all stumbling blocks that 
they might walk before Him in well pleasing. These same 
principles apply to us today. The mercies of God are so 
many obligations set before us that we should walk before 
Him in obedience. 

Lord, ever remind us of Thy mercies. 


HE LOOKED THAT IT SHOULD 
BRING FORTH GRAPES (5:2) 


God has a definite purpose for His people in the future 
and He has just as definite a purpose for us at the present 
time. Salvation was so “that in the ages to come he might 
show the exceeding riches of his grace in his. kindness to- 
ward us through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1:7). But having 
chosen us by His grace and then saved us at an actual 
point in time, and having left us here on this earth for 
a period of years after we have come to know our salva- 
tion, He has a definite present purpose for us. Our text 
states it simply: He is looking for fruit in His people. He 
does not always find it, but the purpose of our present 
life is not to prepare us for Heaven—the blood of Christ 
is our full preparation for association with the God of 
holiness—but the purpose of our present life is that we 
might bring forth fruit unto God. 

Lord, make us fruitful. 


IT BROUGHT FORTH WILD GRAPES (5:2) 


Strange that the people of God should not only be un- 
fruitful but should bring forth bad grapes. The Hebrew 
word is used only here (vv. 2,4). It comes from a root 
that means to stink, used of the Nile, of the manna that 
was kept too long and of other stinking things. There are 
multitudes within the boundaries of the Lord’s people 
who are described here. Such a one has substituted in the 
place of Christ some self-righteous method of acceptance 
with God, wishing to become, in part at least, his own 
Saviour. Such a one regards eternal things as though they 
were no more than a fiction. Such a one is led captive, 
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The Trinnity of God 


Bristling with difficulties, this doctrine makes up 
the keystone of the arch in our evangelical faith 


By C. Norman Bartlett 


Member of Moody Bible Institute faculty 


he importance of the doctrine of the Trinity can 

scarcely be overestimated. It is the hub of the wheel, the 

keystone of the arch, in our evangelical faith. Wrong 
views of the triunity of God imperil the very foundation of 
Christian theology. 

And yet, basic as it is to Christianity, this doctrine so 
bristles with difficulties for the average mind that many 
have given up all attempt to understand it. 

Such a defeatist attitude, however, is unworthy of a true 
believer. What God has seen fit to make known to His 
children it does not behoove them to ignore. Like gleam- 
ing Alpine summits, the towering mysteries of trinitarian- 
ism challenge ascent. 


The Doctrine Defined 

What do we mean by the Trinity? The term has been 
variously defined. Among definitions worthy of special con- 
sideration are the following: 

(1) The doctrine of the Trinity maintains that in the 
nature of God there are eternally three persons. 

(2) God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, each of whom is possessed of deity. 

(3) God is eternally one in indivisible essence or sub- 
stance, and three in persons. 

(4) God is three persons in one nature, and one nature 
in three persons. 

(5) We worship one God in trinity and trinity in unity, 
neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the sub- 
stance (statement in the Athanasian Creed). An observance 
of the caution expressed in the latter part of this statement 
would have kept theologians from going astray upon many 
a bypath of error. 


Errors to Be Avoided 

Down through the centuries thought on the Trinity has 
been all too prone to drift into one or more of several 
dangerous channels. 

Arianism, which precipitated the great trinitarian con- 
troversy of the fourth century, stoutly maintained that 
while Christ was the first and greatest of all created beings, 
He was neither co-eternal nor co-substantial with the Father; 
there was a time when He was not. The Holy Spirit was 
the first created being produced by the Son. 

Modalism teaches that the Trinity is but a threefold 
manifestation of one divine person, as illustrated by the 
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man who is a father at the breakfast table, a sales manager 
during business hours, and chairman of the Board of Dea- 
cons in the evening. Proponents of this view sometimes em- 
ploy the analogy of a man thinking, feeling, and willing. 
Obviously at the. furthest removed from what the Word 
teaches, modalism in its various guises is widely prevalent 
in many quarters today. 

In contrast to modalism, tritheism, as the term implies, 
exalts the distinction of persons in the Godhead at the ex- 
pense of the one nature or substance that constitutes them 
one God. Virtually, if not in so many words, it regards deity 
as consisting of three mutually independent Gods. 


The Biblical Basis for the Doctrine 

While it must be conceded that the truth of the Trinity 
does not come out into full bloom until we reach the New 
Testament, still there are to be found not a few budding 
intimations of the doctrine within the confines of the Old 
Testament. 

First of all there is an insistence upon the unity of God 
interwoven throughout the text and finding climactic em- 
phasis in such passages as Exodus 20:3-7 and Deuternomy 
6:4 (the Sheme recited twice daily by devout Jews). Because 
of the polytheism so rampant among the nations with whom 
they came in contact, it was imperative that the great 
truths of monotheism be solidly entrenched in the minds 
of God’s chosen people. 

But along with this monotheistic emphasis we find 
scattered hints of a plurality of persons in deity. In Genesis 
1:1, for instance, the plural noun Elohim is used with a 
singular verb. Again, in verse 26 of this same chapter we 
read, “Let us make man in our own image.” Attempts to 
explain the “us” and “our” as a. royal or editorial plural 
crash on the rocks of sound exegesis. 

In addition to such pluralistic intimations we have also 
several rather definite foreshadowings that point in the 
direction of a trinity of persons in the Godhead, notably 
in the Aaronic benediction recorded in Numbers 6:24-26, 
and in the Trisagion in Isaiah 6:3 where the seraphim cry 
out one to another, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts,” 
a threefold ascription of praise, strongly suggestive of an 
adoration of three divine beings. 


New Testament Implications 
How any unprejudiced reader can fail to find a wealth 
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of trinitarian implications in the pages of the New Testa- 
ment is hard to understand. They blossom forth so luxuri- 
antly on every hand that we are troubled, not by a paucity 
of proof texts, but with an embarrassment of riches. The 
formula of baptism in Matthew 28:19, the apostolic bene- 
diction in 2 Corinthians 13:14, and the Trisagion in Revela- 
tion 4:8 are but a few of the loftier peaks in a trinitarian 
mountain range constituting the background of New Testa- 
ment truth. From the first page of Matthew to the last 
page of Revelation we have presented to us three distinct 
persons each possessed of the fullness of deity—the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And need we remind our 
readers that three persons possessing all the attributes of 
God in their infinite perfection not only can, but must be 
one in nature or essence? 

This truth that each member of the Trinity is a distinct 
person and yet possessed of all the fullness of the Godhead 
(cf. Col. 2:9) may perhaps best be illustrated by an equilat- 
eral triangle in which each angle, while a distinct angle not 
to be confused or identified with either of the other two, 
yet comprises within itself the total area of the triangle. So 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are three distinct 
persons, and each one comprehends in Himself the fullness 
of the divine essence. 


Experience of the Economic Trinity 

A careful reading of the New Testament fails to uncover 
any labored argument in defense of the doctrine of the 
Trinity; it is taken for granted as a self-evident truth rooted 
in the experience of believers. This in itself is of greater 
evidential weight than the most elaborate dialectics. The 
truth of the triunity of God came to bloom in the garden 
of experience; it was not suddenly flashed across the sky as 
a cut and dried proposition. The early Christians, meeting 
the conditions for an experiental knowledge of the triune 
God, had a rich unfolding experience of fellowship with 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Belief in the 
economic Trinity—the technical term for the Trinity as 
manifested in time and within the orbit of human experi- 
ence—was the spontaneous and inevitable outflowering of 
their Christian experience. 


Necessitation of Triunity in God 

The economic presupposed an immanent (eternally sub- 
sisting) Trinity. That is to say if God has revealed Himself 
in time as triune, He must be eternally triune; else He 
would in history have revealed Himself to men as other 
than He really is—a gross deception unworthy of a holy 
God. Furthermore, since deity can never begin to be, neither 
the Son nor the Spirit could be divine within the bounds 
of human history without having been such from all 
eternity. The only alternative is an untenable and dis- 
credited modalism that recognizes only one person in deity. 

Not only is triunity in the Godhead an actuality; it is also 
an eternal necessity—or perhaps we should say, necessitation, 
a word defined in Webster’s Dictionary as “the state of being 
made necessary.” If three persons subsist eternally in the 
Godhead, as we know from divinely authoritative revelation 
to be the case, it must be because there is something in 
the very nature of God that makes such a Trinity eternally 
necessary. 

Wherein lies this necessitation for trinitarian distinction 
in the Godhead? On the human plane we find that personal- 
ity involves the possession of personal qualities, which in 
turn require commerce between persons for their cultivation, 
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not to say their very existence. These personal traits, further-_ ; 


more, will not flower out into their full beauty and frag- 
rance apart from the stimulus afforded by fellowship with 
other personalities capable of evoking the best in those 
with whom they are thrown in contact. All this is even more 
applicable on the divine than on the human level. The 
very being of God, as infinitely personal, requires the 
possession of personal attributes eternally at flood tide, and 
this is possible only in eternal communion between divine 
persons. 

Among men we find that there are three basic principles 
essential to self-fulfillment, namely, self-expression, self- 
transcendence, and self-surrender. Denied adequate media 
of expression, a man’s gifts of mind and heart languish 
in neglect. Only as one is transported out of himself by 
something greater than himself does he reach his best. Jesus 
taught that in losing ourselves we find ourselves. These same 
principles obtain in the Godhead to an infinitely greater 
degree. God needs an adequate and eternal medium of self- 
expression which, in the very nature of the case, can be 
nothing less than another divine person. The Father eter- 
nally lives in the Son and the Son in the Father. Each is 
wrapped up in and seeks to glorify the other. Each finds self- 
fulfillment in and through the other. 

Being clear in our minds, then, that there must be at 
least two persons in deity and that these two persons are 
but one in essence (not to be confused with the oneness of 
identity), we are now faced with the question of the necess- 
ity for there being a third person in the Godhead. In other 
words, why must God be a tri-unity rather than a di-unity? 
In order for relations to subsist between entities material 
or immaterial, there must be an adequate medium wherein 
and whereby the relationship can obtain. Sight requires 
light for the transmission of images from the thing seen to 
the eye which sees. The music of a great symphony played by 
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50,000 forged labels of 18 celebrated designers. There are many 
people who put false labels on religious items. How many books are 
printed that attempt to present something about God, but which deny 
His own revelation about Himselfi How many sermons are labeled 
as Christian which have nothing to do with the truth that God has 
given to us in His Word! Women pay a very high price for inexpensive 
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gowns with the label of a famous name for the pride of possession 
something that is famous. Men pay a very high price—sometimes 
eternal destiny—for counterfeits that permit them to 

are religiously quiet, though far from God. Only that which 
formed to all the Word of God is truth. 
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CHAPTER 11 part 2 


SATAN’S ORGANIZATION 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


never been outnumbered at any moment unless the 

all-wise Creator had a definite purpose in permitting 
Satan to gain a temporary advantage in order better to 
teach him and the watching universe the utter impotence 
of any will outside the divine will. Satan may do his very 
best with the forces he has under his control, but we can 
be sure that the end result is discomfiture, frustration, de- 
feat, and rout. He will never have his diet of dust mingled 
with any sweetness. 

Those who think the devil is gaining victory are like 
the servant of Elisha. In one of the leading magazines, 
there was an article on limerick poetry which included 
the following example: 

God's plan made a hopeful beginning, 

But man spoiled his chances by sinning, 

We trust that the story 

Will end in God's glory, 

But, at present, the other side’s winning. 
For some people this may raise a wry smile at the sup- 
posed humor of the man who wrote it, but his ignorance 
of the spiritual truth like the ignorance of Elisha’s serv- 
ant, causes real pity from those who know. Ignorance of 
the plan of God leads to ignorance of the omniscience and 
the omnipotence of God. 


Ben-Hadad and Elisha 

One of the most striking stories in the Word of God is 
that of the attempt of Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, to defeat 
the plan of God by destroying His prophet Elisha. The 
king’s enmity had been stirred against Elisha because 
Elisha was able to know all of the plans which were spoken 
in the secret bed chamber of the king by the leaders of 
his army. When the king became aware that he was being 
consistently outwitted in the field, he angrily asked his 
counselors which one of them was a traitor. They told 
him the truth, that their secret conversations were com- 
municated to Elisha, (probably by angels) and Elisha, in 
turn, communicated them to the king of Israel, enabling 
him to escape from the greatly superior forces of the 
enemy. When Ben-Hadad learned this, he decided to send 
an expedition against Elisha, to take him prisoner. It is 
worth while -to notice, in passing, that a single man of 
God, yielded to God, can become so important in the in- 
visible warfare that the earthly enemy king finds it worth 
while to send an army against him, and that, in the spirit- 
ual realm, a great number of fallen angels will be deploy- 
ed by the prince of this world, in order to frustrate the 
plan of God. 

The army of Ben-Hadad reached the little valley of 


W: may be sure of the fact that the Lord’s forces have 


20 The hand of God hurts as little as it can 


Dothan in the middle of the night, having learned that 
the prophet of God was living there at the moment. The 
troops were thrown about the village, leaving no loop- 
hole for human escape. At the dawn, when the servant of 
Elisha went out to begin his daily tasks, he saw the indica- 
tions of the enemy force, round about on all sides and 
rushed back into the presence of his master with words of 
warning and inquiries of consternation and doubt. “Alas, 
my master, how shall we do?” (2 Ki. 6:15) is the phrase 
which God has recorded to reveal the state of his mind. 


Elisha’s Answer 

The answer of Elisha is a verse of very great importance 
to us in our study. “Fear not,” said Elisha, “for they that 
be with us are more than they that be with them” (v. 16). 
“They,” “us,” “they,” and “them,” are the four words 
which line up all of the forces, earthly and supernatural, 
and calculate the extent of the powers that oppose each 
other on the field of battle. The human alignment can be 
counted. The “us” refers to Elisha and his servant, just 
two people. The “them” is indicated for us in the narra- 
tive with the statement that Ben-Hadad, on hearing that 
Elisha was in Dothan, “sent thither horses, and chariots, 
and a great host: and they came by night and compassed 
the city about.” 

Ordinarily the human eye cannot see the spiritual 
forces that are arrayed in the invisible realm. The eye of 
faith can look into the Word of God and know the truth 
of the power of the Lord we serve, and can be sure that 
nothing can ever touch us unless it has passed through 
the will of God. We can be sure that though there may 
be wisdom on the other side, omniscience is on our side 
alone. We may be sure that though we find an énemy to 
be potent, we can find that our God alone is omnipotent. 
We deal with the only Being in the universe who has 
never made a mistake, who has never been astonished, 
who has never been caught at a disadvantage, who has 
never been surprised at a superior force or stratagem. 
This is the thought that is in the mind of the worshiper 
when he sings, “The Lord is high above all nations, and 
his glory above the heavens. Who is like unto the Lord 
our God, who dwelleth on high” (Psa. 35:9, 10). 


The Hosts of Heaven Visible 

Elisha knew that the forces of God were greater than 
the Satanic forces that watched over Ben-Hadad. Satan 
could not muster enough to make his group of angelic 
powers more than “they” that were with Elisha. The 
prophet prayed and asked the Lord to open the eyes of 
his servant. It would spoil the grandeur of the vision to 
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tell it in any other words than those which have been 
given us by God Himself. The simplicity of the phrase, 
thrown up against the glory of the fact, gives us to see 
something more than a picture of the imagination. For 
“the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he 
saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha” (v. 17). 

The writer once passed by Dothan. It lies in a little 
valley to the east of the road that runs south from Galilee 
through Samaria. We stopped there and walked over the 
brown fields toward the mound that possibly was the site 
of the ancient town. The hills round about were bare 
and dry in the summer sun, and there was no movement 
save the shimmering air that rose from the parched earth. 
We sat in the shade under a scrawny tree that furnished 
a little shelter from the hot sun and read portions of 
the story of Elisha, including the one we have just told. 
We could well imagine the startled servant coming out in 
the morning and, walking toward the well to. draw some 
water, seeing the glint of fresh morning light on the 
shields of the Syrian soldiers. But we closed our eyes to 
see the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire; and, 
since we live in an age when God has ordered our stand- 
ard to be faith and not sight, we saw more than the an- 
gelic hosts that do God’s bidding on our behalf. Certainly, 
it is true, there are guardian angels that protect us from 
the onslaughts of the enemy. Certainly, it is true, that 
the faithful angels are the servants of us, who are the 
heirs of salvation. Certainly, it is true, that they that are 
with us are more than they that are with any foe or 
combination of foes. But that day, as we thought of these 
things we were reminded of an even greater verse that has 
the same alignment of pronouns covering the earthly war- 
fare and the heavenly. 


The Holy Spirit in Us 

We on this side of the cross have something far greater 
than Elisha ever had. There is that which transcends 
sighted vision of invisible things. The Lord told His own 
disciples that the Holy Spirit dwelt with them, but that 
the day would come when He would dwell in them (John 
14:17). Having a member of the Godhead come to take 
up His abode within us puts us on a spiritual plane above 
that which was known to men of the Old Testament. The 
Lord Jesus Christ said that John the Baptist was no whit 
behind Moses, Elija, Elisha, or any of the other mighty 
men upon whom the Spirit had come; of all that had pre- 
ceded him there was not a greater than John the Baptist 
(Mt. 11:11). And we have the word of our Lord that the 
least and lowliest from the time of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to dwell within, would be considered in God’s 
sight, greater than John the Baptist because of the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit within. 

It is in the light of this great fact that the New Testa- 
ment writer lines up-the invisible forces to show us the 
fullness of the supply that is available to us. “Ye are of 
God, little children,” the believers are told, “and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you than 
he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Let us remember 
this when we face difficulty or feel that the forces that 
are against us are more than we can meet. “He,” “you,” 
“he,” “the world,” are the four words which draw the 
line of demarcation, ranging all of the forces, earthly and 
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spiritual, and calculating the extent of the powers that 
oppose each other on the field of battle. And even more, 
for not only are there horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha of old and the Elishas of this age, but there 
are the angelic hosts for even the humble servants of 
Elisha. And still more it is our privilege to fly the flag of 
joy in our lives every day, as the flag is displayed in a 
kingdom on whatever castle or palace the king is using at 
the moment, for we have not merely angels with us but 
the King of kings, Himself, is in residence. 


Then what do we care though Satan’s organization is 
close-knit and widespread? Only the mind of unbelief 
can think, even for a moment, that at present Satan’s side 
is winning. “We know that an idol is nothing in the world, 
and that there is none other God but one. For though 
there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in 
earth (as there be gods many, and lords many), but to us 
there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him” (1 Cor. 8:4-6). 


(To Be ConTINuED) 
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Undoubtedly the greatest waste of literary effort in history was the 
compilation of a colossal Chinese encyclopedia in the 15th century. 
Due to its 917,000 pages and 367,000,000 characters, it was too costly 
to print, and few persons ever saw or used its three hand-made copies. 
The Word of God was copied and recopied by hand through the cen- 
turies and has been printed in a thousand languages. In Ethiopia, after 
World War Il, people paid as much as a silver dollar for a single page 
of the epistles, and they were copied and recopied. Every effort has 
been made to destroy it and it is still burned and banned in many 
places but the Word of the Lord liveth and abideth forever. 
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LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


FEBRUARY 20, 1955 


The Church and Its Sacraments 
(Ordinances) 


Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-28; 28:19, 20; 
Acts 2:38-41; 10:34-48 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
Printed Text: Acts 2:38-41; 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
Devotional Reading: Romans 6:1-11 


(1) The first passage in 
SETTINGS Matthew's 1 records 
the events concerned with the baptism of 
our Lord. This action took place at the 
Jordan River, probably late in 26 A.D. or 
early in 27. Jesus’ baptism is recorded in the 
synoptic Gospels, not in John, although 
John was aware of its occurrence (see John 
1:32-34). (2) The second division of the les- 
son deals with the original Lord’s Supper, 
instituted in the upper room by our Lord, 
shortly before His crucifixion. (3) In one 
of His post-resurrection, pre-ascension ap- 
pearances, Jesus commanded the disciples to 
go, teach, and baptize; our lesson records 
this command. (4) On the day of Pentecost, 
as recorded in this portion of Acts, three 
thousand were added to the Church follow- 
ing baptism; the Lord’s command was ex- 
ecuted here. (5) Not only Jewish converts, 
but Gentile believers were included in the 
Church. The passage in Acts 10 records an 
interrupted sermon with the conversion of 
a houseful of Gentiles. (6) 1 Corinthians 
was a letter written by Paul during his stay 
at Ephesus on his third missionary journey. 
It can be dated c. 55 A.D. 


DATES AND 


INTRODUCTION The secular dictionary re- 

fers to a sacrament as “an 
outward ceremony of the church, ordained 
as a visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace.” Actually, the word is derived from 
the Latin sacramentum which, in the t, 
has had two principal uses: (1) as a legal 
term denoting the sum of money deposited 
by two estranged persons in a law suit, the 
sum being forfeited by the loser and given 
over to sacred pu ; (2) a military word 
describing the oath of office taken by newly 
enlisted military men. Consequently, the 
sacrament becomes a holy rite or ceremony 
which is regarded, in itself, as a means of 
grace; or, more often, as a sign of the union 
of the soul with the Lord. The Roman 
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Catholic Church has designated seven sacra- 
ments binding on its adherents in accord- 
ance with official interpretation: baptism, 
confirmation, the Eucharist, penance, ex- 
treme unction, orders, and matrimony. The 
Protestant churches, especially those of less 
liturgical persuasion, prefer to speak of 
ordinances, rather than sacraments, because 
of the implication of the former word. 


It is interesting to observe, in passing, 
that the early church knew nothing of 
sacraments as Official, binding requirements; 
in fact, it is not until the time of Tertullian 
(c. end of the second century) that the 
word was first adopted as a technical term 
to designate baptism, the Eucharist, and 
other rites of the church. Augustine defined 
the sacrament as “the visible form of an 
invisible grace.” In the twelfth century, 
there were as many as thirty “sacraments” 
recognized in the church. The Reformation 
brought a more discerning spirit, however, 
and three requirements were established for 
the consideration of any act as a sacrament 
or ordinance: (1) it must have been insti- 
tuted by Christ; (2) it must have been en- 
joined upon His followers by Him; (3) it 
must be an expression of divine thoughts 
and visible symbols of divine acts. Baptism 
and the Lord’s Upper alone fill the bill. 
Thus, in this lesson, we are considering only 
these two ordinances or sacraments. 


The Exposition 


MATTHEW 3:13-17 There is no reason to sup- 
pose that John the Baptist 
knew Jesus prior to His coming to be bap- 
tized. A few traditions suggest that they had 
been boyhood playmates, but this is mere 
speculation. Quite apparently, Jesus looked 
just like any of the other repentant per- 
sons who approached for baptism. It was 
—_ John’s custom to conduct a pre- 
ptism interview, asking what sins were 
to be confessed. When Jesus reported that 
He had no sins, John received his first ink- 
ling that this was, indeed, the Messiah. 
Consequently, his famous statement (v. 14). 
In submitting to baptism, our Lord was 
not, of course, being h itical; rather, 
He was fully identifyin Himself with His 
people at the outset of His ministry; this 
was the meaning of the baptism of Jesus. 


MATTHEW 26:26-28It was in an upper room, 
quite possibly in the home 

of John Mark, that Jesus ate the last sup- 
r with His disciples. We must remember 
that the actual Communion service was pre- 
ceded by the Passover supper of roast lamb. 
When the meal was coming to an end, Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper as we now 





call it (v. 26). We must remember, how- 
ever, that when He said “This is my body” 
and “This is my blood” He did not mean 
His literal body of flesh and bones, or His 
literal blood; for that was before them, 
visible, reclining on the mat, quite alive. 
In the same way, when Jesus said, on an- 
other occasion, “I am the door” He ob- 
viously did not mean a wooden barrier with 
latch and key. This was figurative language, 
and when we partake of the Lord’s Supper 
today, we are not eating the Lord’s y or 
drinking His blood. The bread and wine are 
symbols used through the centuries as re- 
minders of His presence and of His sacrifice. 
The Communion service focuses our atten- 
tion in two directions: backward to the cross 
where Christ died for our sins; forward to 
His return when we shall be complete in 
Him. As we look in these two areas, we 
“do this in remembrance of Him.” 


MATTHEW 28:19, 20This command—and it is 

a command—has never 
been revoked; you and I still have the ob- 
ligation of fulfilling what our Lord said 
so long ago. Observe the word “therefore” 
(v. 19); it refers us back to the previous 
verse where Christ clearly explained that 
all power belongs to Him; therefore—in con- 
sequence of this fact—we, His disciples, are 
to go and make disciples in all nations, fol- 
lowing this by baptism in the name of the 
Trinity, and indoctrination with His word. 
And, as an assurance that this responsibility 
will not overwhelm us with the vastness of 
its scope, our Lord.left His promise (v. 20) 
that He would remain with us right up to 
the end of the age. With such resources (His 
power), and with such a confidence (His 
presence), how can we do less than give 
ourselves fully to the commission? 


ACTS 2:38-41 The message which the 
apostle Peter preached on 
that memorable occasion of Pentecost, pro- 
duced a dynamic effect upon his hearers (v. 
37); an effect which could only have been 
stimulated by the Holy Spirit Himself. Ob- 
serve that while there were sojourners 
from other areas of the world (v. 9-1la), 
Peter addressed his remarks principally to 
the Jews (v. 14, 22, 36). It was later that 
his message was to reach out to encompass 
Gentile believers as well. But these, who 
cried out in deep contrition for their sins 
(v. 37), were commanded to repent and 
submit to baptism, even as Jesus had ord- 
ered prior to His ascension. The apostle 
spoke of the promise as being for those who 
were Jews and their children principally; 
indirectly, to those who were “afar off’— 
i.e., Gentiles (v.39). And, observe further, 
that the responsibility for calling rests with 
the Lord—“as many as the Lord shall call.” 
Verse 41 suggests to us that those who had 
listened had been convicted, and had re- 
joicingly received the Word, were baptized, 
implying an intelligent consent to the Lord’s 
call to them as individuals. 


ACTS 10:34-48 In the story of the con- 
version of those in the 
household of Cornelius, the Gentile cen- 
turion, we find another masterpiece of 
divine preparation. God always prepares 
those whom He desires to bring to Himself, 
and likewise, He prepares His instruments 
for eerie | them. When prepared in- 
struments and prepared subjects come to- 
gether, there can no other result than 
that which God has determined. This was 
the case with Cornelius’ household. In fact, 
so vivid is this story in illustrating our 
premise, that we find the Holy Spirit in- 
terrupting the sermon Peter had planned 
to give. Undoubtedly, the — prior to 
the journey to Czsarea, Peter had planned 
what he would say to this august Roman 
official; but, in the middle of the well-pre- 
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pared, carefully-thought-out message, God 
‘took over and the people were converted 
before Peter got to the end of his sermon 
(v. 44). It is also notable that those Jewish 
converts to Christianity who accompanied 
Peter did not expect anything unusual to 
happen, for they were shocked when evi- 
dence was seen that conversion and baptism 
in the Holy Spirit had taken place (v. 45). 
The result was that these new Gentile be- 
lievers were baptized, having believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 CORINTHIANS 
11:23-29 


Keep in mind that Paul 
was not present at the 
Last Supper; consequently, whatever in- 
formation he received must have come from 
other disciples of the Lord, or from the 
Lord Himself (v. 23). Paul spent much 
time in Arabia in direct fellowship with the 
Lord (Gal. 1:17), and madiabedie received 
much from Him there. We may well wonder 
what constitutes the “worthy” eating and 
drinking of the Lord’s supper; is any of 
us worthy? Could this not mean a “worthy 
manner”—i.e., being prepared for approach- 
ing the table, forsaking sin, and obtainin 
pardon from the Lord? For this reason, Pau 
urged a period of self-examination prior to 
the coming to the Lord’s table. For many 
of us, Communion has become a common- 
place thing to which we give little thought. 
Yet, it is one of the sacraments or ordi- 
nances, and as such, deserves our serious 
thought and self-surveillance. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1955 
The Church Proclaims the Gospel 


Mark 16:15; Acts 2:14-41; Romans 10:8-i5; 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5 
Colossians 1:24-29 
Printed Text: Romans 10:8-15; 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 


DATES AND (1) Mark. The text re- 
SETTINGS cords that which has come 
to be called “the Great Commission” given 
by our Lord to His disciples after His re- 
surrection and before His ascension. (2) 
Acts. The famous sermon of the apostle 
Peter on the day of Pentecost. (3) Romans. 
A letter written by the apostle Paul from 
Corinth on his third missionary journey to 
the church at Rome which he had not as 
yet visited. The letter can be dated c. 56 
A.D., and is an endeavor to crystalize theo- 
logical concepts for this young church. (4) 
1 Corinthians. A letter written by Paul from 
Ephesus while on his third missionary jour- 
ney, c. 55 A.D. It is one of his most prac- 
tical, blunt, and hard-hitting epistles, treat- 
ing of down-to-earth matters. (5) Colossians. 
One of thé-so-called “prison epistles” writ- 
ten during Paul's first Roman imprison- 
ment c. 60 A.D. It was sent to the church 
at Colosse, which Paul had not yet visited, 
to combat serious errors which: had begun 
to creep into the thinking of those Chris- 
tians. ak 


INTRODUCTION The word “gospel” has 

become commonplace to 
most people; it is used frequently in rela- 
tion to religious matters, and almost every- 
one has some idea as to its meaning. But 
what do we really mean by the “gospel”? 
How far-reaching ‘is the term? What is its 
significance? The English term comes down 
to.us from the Anglo-Saxon god-spel, or 
story about God. The Greek word which is 
translated “gospel” in the Bible is the 
word euangelion, or evangel; literally, it 
means “a good announcement,” or more 
broadly, “good news.” Etymologically, this 
gives us something of a background, but we 
still may ask: What is the gospel? The term 
has been used to describe the record of the 
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life of Christ (Mk. 1:1), but gradually 


‘oa LO) 1 04 nO) —— the —_ its meaning has come to 

: ie actual message which Christianit 

a } Te}, fei-fete) .S— announces—the message of forgiveness of 
sins and reconciliation with God. It is the 


good news of salvation primarily, though in 
a larger and more general sense, the gospel 
FOR YOUR can be considered to include all that per- 

tains to the Christian life and furnishes it 


spiritual food for development within the 
CHURCH | inaivicuar 


As an outline of our textual assignment, 
AND we would suggest the following: I. The 
Command (Mk. 16:15). II. The Command 


Executed (Acts 2:14-41). III. The Gospel 
SCHOOL Defined (Rom. 10:8-15). IV. Attitudes to- 
- 






ward the Gospel (1 Cor. 2:1-5). V. The Goal 
of the Gospel (Col. 1:24-29). 
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t it be noticed, in passing, the change of 
position for speaking. Theretofore, the 
speaker in the synagogue was accustomed 
to sit while he e (Lk. 4:20). But Peter 
stood up to , and possibly this may be 
just one more break with the legal system. 
When Peter proclaimed that the manifesta- 
tion of the Spirit was a fulfillment of the 
Joelic prophecy, he implied that what the 
crowd was seeing was the beginning of the 
fulfillment of Joel’s predictions. The greater 
age of this ancient prophecy remains to 

fulfilled during the day of the Lord in 
the future. There were no blood, fire, and 
smoke visible on the day of Pentecost in 
the way in —* be described it; that 
will be more literally fulfilled later. Ob- 
serve verse 23 particularly where the great 
mystery of God’s sovereignty and man’s 
At Your Bookstore or free will are brought into conformity. God 

THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO had decreed that Christ should die; yet. 

ee man ingly of his own volition—cried 

out for His death. If anyone had asked the 

slayers of Jesus whether it was their own 

will, they would have replied in the affirma- 

tive. Yet, God said that they — the 
dastardly act because He willed it. 

Verses 25 ff. take the beauty of Psalm 16 
and apply it to the resurrection of Christ— 
that Psalm which David wrote about him- 
self. This is one of the “double-meaning” 
prophetic passages. When Peter had reached 
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the end of the sermon, the Holy Spirit had 
n His regenerative work in the lives of 
the listeners, and they cried out, giving 
evidence of the divine life which had 
grip them. Only the gospel, proclaimed 
in the infinite power of the Holy Spirit, 
can bring about such a change. Peter had 
reached the gospel in all its purity and 
ullness, and the Holy Spirit honored it. 
ROMANS 10:8-15 In this passage, we find 
the gospel defined and ill- 
ustrated. Verse 9 presents the crux of the 
whole matter. In order to have life in 
Christ, and be delivered or saved, two things 
are required: (1) personal faith in Christ; 
(2) confession of that faith before others. 
Observe what we are to believe: not that 
Jesus taught and healed when He was on 
earth; that in itself will not redeem. Not 
even, notice, that He died on the cross, 
po that is important, of course; in it- 
self that is ina a to bring about salva- 
tion. But, “.. . if thou . . . shalt believe in 
thine heart that God raised Him from the 
dead . . .” That is the important feature; 
without the risen Christ Christianity and 
the salvation the church proclaims would 
be an utter farce. Then, the flat statement 
is made that whoever calls upon the Lord 
for salvation will be saved. What greater 
promise could anyone want? This is an offer 
that, for the unregenerate man, has no 
equal. But immediately, there are problems, 
and in verses 14 ff. the apostle presents some 
of them. 

It is not — to call upon someone 
until you believe that such a ssi exists; 
and you will not believe in Christ as Lord 
until you have first of all heard of Him; 
and it is not very likely that anyone will 
hear about Him unless a messenger is sent 
with the evangel. To press the matter fur- 
ther, no messenger will be able to go until 
he has been sent. This is Paul’s roundabout 
way of saying, simply, that you and I have 
the obligation to go and proclaim Christ 
ourselves, or send someone else in our 
places. This is a missionary call indeed, and 
one to which we must all give heed. 


1 CORINTHIANS It seems strange to us to 
1:18-25 have God Himself say 
that gospel preaching is foolish! Yet, that 
is precisely what the Holy Spirit has led 
Paul to write here in verse 18. Indeed, gos- 
pel preaching is foolish to the person who 
is perishing in his sin. Such a person smiles 
indulgently and with a voice full of sar- 
casm asks: “What possible good can mere 
preaching of a dead, crucified Saviour do?” 
How different is the gospel to those of us 
who are born again; to us it is power! God 
is not at all interested in worldly intellect 
and knowledge; these phenomena can take 
a man to Hell, but in themselves will never 
get him to Heaven. God does not use clever 
devices and carnal means to influence folk 
for Christ and the gospel. The Christian 
church’s business is not to try to entice 
people to ehurch activities by shrewd trick- 
ery; our task is to follow God’s plan of using 
the foolishness of preaching to save those 
who believe, who are the called of God, 
keeping in mind that God’s “foolishness” 
and “weakness” (in man’s eyes) still are 
stronger than all of man’s supposed ability. 
1 CORINTHIANS In these few verses, the 
2:1-5 apostle Paul gave his per- 
sonal testimony. When he came to Corinth, 
he did not bring any silver-tongued ora- 
tory, though Paul must have been a good 
er! He boasted no superior wisdom 
of his own, though he was an educated man. 
Paul’s main fear, it seems, was that his 
converts might be swayed by his intellect 
or his oratory. His desire was that their 
faith “— stand in the power of the 
of Christ, and not in the puny, 

shaky, transient knowledge of man. 
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War DYenep's 


16mm FILMS 


(IN TECHNICOLOR) 


Walt Disney, master of wholesome entertainment, 
brings to you in 16mm some of his top award winning 
films, carefully selected for church use. For fellowship 
groups, youth activities, evening clubs, church schools 
and most other church occasions.. 


with 


appropriate for your program. 


OTHER WALT DISNEY 


FILMS AVAILABLE 
# 


SEAL ISLAND 





The spectacular, authentic story of the life cycle 


of the Alaskan fur-bearing 


seals on their re- 


mote harem reefs of the Pribilof Islands. 


MOTOR MANIA 


tive driver and 





Acclaimed by police depart- 
ments and other traffic edu- 
cators as an unusually effec- 


pedestrian 
education film. (Animation) 


HISTORY OF AVIATION 


authentic docu- 


the airplane. This is 
how it all began. 


(Animation) 


BEHIND THE SCENES OF 
WALT DISNEY STUDIO 





BEAVER VALLEY 


Here is the story of the 
ver, great provider 
and family man — and 
other inhabitants of the 
lands — all faith- 
fully presented in Tech- 
nicolor with a thrilling 
musical score. 





SIX CARTOON PARADES 





choice Disney shorts, each 
some because they offer opportunity for charac- 
ter building discussion — some for just plain 
wholesome fun. 


COPYRIGHT WALT DISNEY PROOUCTIONS 


January 1955 


.there is a Disney film 







lamb . 
requires a 
joyous fear-banishing tale about some very ‘human people. 

Animation & Live action. Technicolor. Length, 1 hr. 20 minutes. Rental, 
$22.50 per day. 


Now... brought to you by our many Disney 16mm Film Dis- 
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“SO DEAR TO MY HEART” 


An inspiring story of a young boy and his love for an unwanted black 
-of a devout grandmother who finds raising the both of them 


love and faith. Here is a 





tributors — each ready to serve you — each an audio-visual spe- 
cialist, qualified to help you plan school, church or community 
film programs... Any of the following partial list of Disney 
distributors are ready to serve you: 
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ARIZONA 
Movie Center 
119 W. McDowell, Phoenix 


CALIFORNIA 

Wm. M. Dennis Film Libraries 
250642 W. 7th St., Los Angeles 57 
Howard K. Smith Films, Inc. 

2408 W. 7th St., Los Angeles 
Kenneth L. Holst Audio-Visual 
Education Service 

1399 N, Lake Ave., Pasadena 6 


McCurry Foto Company 
Eighth and Eye Sts., Sacramento 14 


Aids & Equipment 
527 University, San Diego 3 
CANADA 


Sovereign Film Distribeters Ltd. 
277 Victoria Street, Toronto 


CONNECTICUT 
Inter Charch Audie-Visuals, Inc. 
15 May Street, Hartford 5 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
“The” Flim Center 
915 12th St., N.W., Washington 


FLORIDA 
ideal Pictures Company 
1331 N. Miami Ave., Miami 


GEORGIA 
Calhoun Company . 
235 Ponce de Leon, N.E., Atlanta 


ILLINOIS 
Wini Audio-Visual Education Service 
221 Main Street, Peoria 


INDIANA 

Indiana Visual Aids Company, Inc. 
726 N. Wlinois Street, Indianapolis 
Dennis Fitm Bureau 

29 E. Maple St., Box 374, Wabash 


KANSAS 
Lewis Film Service 
1425 E. Central, Wichita 7 


LOUISIANA 
Delta Visual Service, Inc. 
815 Poydras St., New Orleans 12 


WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS 


16MM DIVISION © BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


MARYLAND 

Stark Films (idee! Pictures) 
537 N. Howard St., Baltimore 1 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Cinema, | 


incorporated 
234 Clarendon Street, Boston 16 
Ideal Pictures 
40 Melrose Street, Boston 16 


Engleman Visual Education Service 
4754-56 ogy Ave., Detroit 1 
Locke Films, 

124 W. South St, Kalamazoo 


MINNESOTA 

Elliott Film Company 

1112 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 3 
Ideal Pictures 

1915 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis 4 


MISSOURI 

All-Star Pictures 

709 Westport Road, Kansas City 11 
Swank Motion Pictures, Inc. 

614 N, Skinker Bivd., St. Louls 5 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Rice Film Company 
123 Pleasant St., Manchester 


NEW JERSEY 
Film Presentation Company 
239 Lyons Avenue, Newark 8 


NEW YORK 

Buchan Pictures 

122 W. Chippewa St., Buffalo 2 
Association Films, Inc. 

Dept. WD, 347 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Ideal Pictures, Inc. 

233 W. 42nd St., "New York 36 
Institutional Cinema Service, Inc. 
165 W. 46th St., New York 
James E. Duncan, Inc. 

139 N. Union St., Rochester 5 


NORTH CAROLINA 


National School Supply Company, Inc. 
14 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 


Library 
2514 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati 19 


Academy Piim Ine. 
2110 Payne Ave., Cleveland 14 
Inc. 


400 West ist t, Dayton 1 
Ideal Pictures 

23 N. Mulberry, Mansfield 
Cousine Visual Education Service 
2325 Madison Avenue, Toledo 2 


Vaseco, Inc. 
2301 Classen Bivd., Oklahoma City 6 


OREGON 
Ideal Pictures 
915 S. W. Tenth St., Portland 5 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Christian Youth Cinema, inc. 

2128 Jenkintown Rd. (Box 201), 
Glenside 

J. P. Lilley & Son 

928 N. Third Street, Harrisburg 
ideal Pictures 

1729 Sansom Street, Philadelphia 3 
Karel Sound Film Library 

214 3rd Avenue, Pittsburgh 22 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Taylor Films 
79 Third Street, S. E., Huron 


TEXAS 

ideal Pictures 

2010 North Lamar, Dallas 

Miller's Visual Aids, Inc. 

519 Pennsylvania Ave., Fort Worth 
Community Sound Film Service 
2610 Fannin Street, Houston 2 


UTAH 
Deseret Book Company 
1400 Indiana Avenue, Salt Lake City | 


VIRGINIA 


Tidewater Audio-Visual Center 
617 W. 35th Street, Norfolk 8 
WASHINGTON 

Audio-Visual Center, Inc. 
1205-1207 N. 45th $t., Seattle 3 
Rarig Motion Picture Company 
5514 University Way, Seattie 5 
WISCONSIN 

Roa’s Films 


840 N. Plankinton Ave., Milwaukee 3 
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Adult Zz ible. 


pizing 
memorts Contest 


@ This is the first annual Bible memorizing contest for adults. A total of 105 verses in 
15 weeks. 

@ Here is the system, the encouragement, the incentive to actually memorize Scripture and 
really accomplish that which you've always wanted to do. 


e@ The Adult Book I, “Let There Be Light!” is a series of carefully selected salvation 
tures taken from the King James version. The booklet, beautifully bound in 
pom rette gold-stamped cover, contains 15 assignments with 7 verses in each assignment. 
e a rewards each contestant will receive a week at a camp, Bible conference style, and two 
substantial books. 
e This work is sponsored by the interdenominational Bible. Memory Association, Inc., and 
is supported by the freewill offerings of Christian people. 
@ Bible Memory Association sponsors the regular Bible memorizing contest for youth, and 
the 12th annual contest is announced this year. 


@ For everybody 21 years of age and up, irrespective of church affiliation. 

@ No applications will be accepted after the closing date, January 28, 1955. 

e@ The booklet and instructions will be sent to you after the enrollment blank is received. 

e You recite one assignment of 7 verses each week beginning the week-end of February 
5th to a local “Hearer.” 


Write at once for detailed information and enrollment blanks: 


P. O. Box 516, Wellston Sta., Dept E 
St. Louis 12, Mo. 


BIBLE MEMORY ASSOCIATION (WC. 











COLOSSIANS We can never enter into 
1:24-29 the sufferings of Christ 
which He endured on the cross; that can 
never be duplicated. However, as Philip- 
jans 1:29 assures us, the Christian is not 
immune to suffering; indeed, we are obli- 
gated to bear the same hatred and scorn— 
yes, even injury on occasion—which our 
Saviour bore. We can expect no better treat- 
ment than our Lord received at the hands 
of a world that crucified Him. The “mys- 
tery” here spoken of is the opening of the 
message of salvation and life to the Gentiles 
—something that had been hidden in the 
past, but was revealed by God in His own 
time through the gospel. The pattern to 
be followed is described in verse 28: preach 
-.. Warn... teach ... every person with 
whom we are thrown into contact, with a 
view to presenting each one perfect before 
Christ. Is this your goal? It ought to be. 


MARCH 6, 1955 
The Fellowship of Christian Love 


Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; 
Ephesians 2:11-22; 3:14-19; 
Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 
1 John 4:7-11 
Printed Text: Acts 2:42-47; 
Colossians 3:12-16; 1 John 4:7, 8 
Devotional Reading: 1 John 3:14-18 


DATES AND Acts. The ge assigned 
SETTINGS to us in this book dwells 
on the eg mor of the early Christian 
church after its birth on the day of Pente- 
cost. ‘The setting is, of course, Jerusalem 
where the Christians met in the Temple 
and in each other’s homes. Colossians (see 
last week’s lesson commentary under “Dates 
and Settings”). 1 John. Much has been writ- 
ten concerning the question of authorship 
and date of this epistle and, in fact, the 
whole body of Johannine literature. Who 
was the author? Was he John, the apostle, 
or someone else by that name? We do not 
have the space to discuss the problem here. 
However, readers may safely accept the fact 
that John, the beloved disciple, was the 
writer of the epistles, Gospel, and Revela- 
tion. The first epistle can be dated much the 


same as the Gospel—c. 85-90 A.D., toward 
the end of John’s life. 
INTRODUCTION Where possible, in this 


commentary, we endeavor 
to include in our study most, if not all of 
the assigned P cmsapener for background read- 
ing, rather than concentrate on only the 
so-called “printed ;text.” The reason for 
this is that many teachers and students us- 
ing this material prefer to dwelt on passages 
other than the verses printed, which are 
often out of context. But in this week’s 
lesson, - the are sO numerous and 
diverse, we could but devote a ‘brief para- 
graph to each; it seems best therefore, to 
give emphasis to the “printed text.” 
Christian- love is“ one factor in~the life 
of a church, the absence of which can ‘make 
that church fellowship a veritable Hell on 
earth. That may be strong terminology, but 
it is essentially true. The materialistic world 
about us is run on a “cut-throat” basis; 
each person is out for what he can get with- 
out consideration, for. the most part, for 
the other fellow. The Christian church is 
— to be militantly opposed to such 
a philosophy of living. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, we find that an increasing number of 
our fellowships today are succumbing to 
the world’s ideology. When true Christian 
love and understanding depart from a Chris- 
tian church, it is doomed to become 
nothing more than a social club and a bad 
one at that. When Christian love ceases to 
be the controlling and motivating factor 
in all of the activities of the Christian 
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church member with his fellow member, 
disaster is right around the corner. It has 
been said that love is the solvent of all 
difficulties. In part, of course, this is very 
true. And, while we would stress love as an 
absolute essential for Christlike living, we 
would also recognize that there were other 
attributes in our Lord’s character and per- 
sonality which must be found in the 
Christian as we shall see in the course of 
this lesson. 

An outline for the portions of Scripture 
to be studied would be as follows: I. Early 
Church Actions (Acts 2:42-47). II. A Plea 
for Submission to Christ (Col. 3:12-16). III. 
Love and God (1 John 4:7, 8). 


The Exposition 
ACTS 2:42-47 Undoubtedly, during the 
peri following Pente- 
cost, the body of Christian doctrine was just 
beginning to be formulated. It was only 
later that something more along the line 
of a “systematic theology” had been accum- 
ulated by the church. See, for instance, 1 
Timothy 4:16, the words “the teaching” or 
“the doctrine”; this was probably a refer- 
ence to what had been acknowledged by the 
church as their theological concepts. But 
right after Pentecost, the apostles were the 
bearers of the doctrine and teachings which 
Christ had given to them; new converts 
continued in these verbal instructions, none 
of the New Testament having yet been writ- 
ten. Observe the four essentials for Chris- 
tian living, here listed: (1) Teaching (doc- 
trine); (2) Fellowship; (3) Communion; 
(4) Prayer. Besides mere teaching of the 
Word, there must be Christian fellowship 
among the Lord’s people—opportunities to 

t together and enjoy one another’s com- 
pany. The church that provides for Sunday 
worship services, and makes no effort to have 
its constituents get together for social func- 
tions during the week has a loosely-united 
group at best. We must not think that all 
church activities must be “preaching” serv- 
ices; the social nature of man must be fed 
also. Especially is this so among the youn 

ple of the church; if they cannot fin 

ellowship in the church during the week 
in the line of social activities, they will find 
that outlet outside the church. Pitiful is 
the condition of the church that provides 
no suitable program for its young — 
They will not have thosé young folk long. 
Then, of course, an emphasis must be placed 
on prayer, and on the periodic gathering of 
believers about the Lord’s table. These were 
the practices of the early church. 

Observe also that the post-Pentecostal 
church had things in common (v. 44). When 
Christ is exalted and Christians come to 
really love and worship Him, He becomes 
the “common denominator.” The more He 
becomes our “common Lord,” the more it 
can be said of us as Christians that we have 
things in common as well. Let us notice 
that this early godly communion did not 
practice communism as it is thought of to- 
day; this charge has often been brought 
against Christianity. Not at all! Theirs—if 
it can at all be spoken of as a communism— 
was a voluntary movement and not dictated 
by a godless government. They shared their 

ions out of love for one another and 
consideration for one another’s needs (v. 45). 
It was the living of a simple, pure, godly 
life that undoubtedly influenced the com- 
munity. And, as a result (v. 47), the Lord 
continued to add to the church those who 
were being saved. May we notice that it is 
the Lord who does the adding, not man! 
Let those churches who conduct special 
rograms, put on “benefits” and “drives” 
‘or new members take note that man does 
not add to the Lord’s true Church; He does! 
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COLOSSIANS We see a listing of what 
3:12-16 we are in Christ: elect or 
chosen of God, holy, beloved. This is our 
position because we are in Christ. God 
chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world; thus we are the elect of God 
(Eph. 1:4). Because God sees us not as we 
are in ourselves, but as we are in Christ, 
we are looked upon as just and holy as He. 
And, in Ephesians 1:6, it is suggested that 
we are accepted in the beloved One; that 
is, God accepts us as His own in the same 
way ‘He accepts His own Son to Himself. 
Consequently, we are beloved of God as 
Christ is thus loved. On the basis of this 
high position, certain things are expected 
of us: compassion, kindness, humbleness, 
meekness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, 
love. See (v. 14) how charity, or “love” 
(RSV) is described as the binding force for 
perfect harmony. All of the other charac- 
teristics are lifted to a sublime height by 
the power for unity which love " 
Verse 16 can be punctuated differently to 
permit it to make more sense, thusly: “Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly. In 
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another. In psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with ce in your hearts 
unto the Lord.” Some Christian groups pre- 
fer not to use other music than the psalms 
in their worship. Still others go to the op- 

ite extreme and use only choruses and 
ast-moving gospel songs. Undoubtedly it 
can be said that there are splendid, digni- 
fied hymns of the faith which are majestic 
and filled with beauty, which are often 
overlooked while lighter music is used. 
Paul here states that the Christian ought 
to have use for the three types of music in 
worship: the psalm, the hymn (hymnos), 
and the spiritual song (odé). 


The statement is made 
here that God is love. 
Indeed this is so, but let us constantly re- 
member that God is more than love. If 
it be suggested that He is no more than 
love, it is necessary for us to assume that, 
in love, tempered by no other virtue, char- 
acteristic, or attribute, He must save every- 
one, even the devil. Love alone would de- 
mand encompassing the whole universe and 
bringing them to Himself. This is the posi- 
tion to which the Christian Science adher- 
ents must come; it is the position of all who 
deny God’s justice, holiness, and righteous- 
ness. When the whole of the Biblical pic- 
ture is taken, however, it is seen instantly 
that His love is “modified” by His justice 
and holiness. These cry out for and demand 
the punishment of man’s sin. And in love, 
God must administer the justice required 
by His holiness. Thus, even though moti- 
vated by love, God can still decree an eter- 
nal Hell to punish all the unregenerate 
forever. 


. JOHN 4:7, 8 


Yet, it is still possible—yes, requisite— 
that we insist as John has here done, that 
love is of God and is a criterion by which 
we can discern the person who is regener- 
ated by the Holy Spirit. He who is born 
of God practices love. The one who does 


not make a practice of love in his pee life 


has not had a meeting with the Lord, for 
God is the author of love, and as the 
su uent two verses testify, has demon- 
strated that love by sending His own Son 
to die for sinful man. Verse 10 comes to an 
important conclusion which we must not 
overlook. We, when we were yet in sin, 
did not love God; there could be no such 
feeling within us toward a holy God. But 
God first loved us; took the initiative and 
sent His Son to be our Redeemer. Herein 
is love. Let us love one another . . . love is 
of God . . . God is love—plus! 
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MARCH 13, 1955 
Prayer in the Christian’s Life 

Matthew 6:5-15; 7:7-11; Mark 9:14-29; 

Luke 18:9-14; John 14:13-17; James 5:13-18; 
1 John 5:14, 15 
Printed Text: Matthew 6:5-8; 7:7-11; 
James 5:13-16 

Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
DATES AND (1) Matthew: Jesus’ teach- 
SETTINGS i rayer as 
He gave them in His famous “hceaaon cn 
the Mount” are presented in the passages 
assigned from Matthew's Gospel. (2) Mark. 
After Jesus, James, Peter, and John de- 
scended from the mountain of transfigura- 
tion in northern Palestine, they came face 
to face with a very practical object lesson 
in the matter of prayer. Mark records this 
in the portion given to us. (3) Luke. Shortly 
before the triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
Jesus submitted this contrast in prayer in 
parabolic form. (4) John. In one of the in- 
timate moments of Jesus’ communion with 
His disciples at the Last Supper, He  ~ 
of the purpose of prayer. (5) James. The 
epistle of James has been a source of con- 
troversy for some time. Since the epistle 
does not identify its author except to say 
that he was a “servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” it is not known which 
James this may be. Tradition has held that 


it was James, the half brother of our Lord 
Jesus who, subsequent to our Lord’s death, 

i the Messiahship of Jesus and 
became a Christian. Apparently, the epistle 
was written by this James who was also the 
presiding officer at the Jerusalem council 
(Acts 15), and if so, it was written before 
63 A.D. when tradition claims he was 
martyred. The letter concerned Jewish con- 
verts to Christianity particularly. (6) 
1 John. Space does not it the discus- 
sion of the whole Johannine question which 
debates authorship, date, etc. Much has 
been written on the problem and we refer 
the reader to such works as Thiessen: In- 
troduction to the New Testament; Cart- 
ledge: A Conservative Introduction to the 
New Testament; or to one of the good Bible 
dictionaries. This editor holds to the author- 
ship of John, the apostle, and dates the 
epistles in the same period as the Gospel— 
i.e., A.D. 85-90. 


INTRODUCTION It is the writer’s convic- 

tion that the whole sub- 
ject of A aud needs to come before us 
periodically for reconsideration and the 
sweeping away of cobwebs and obscure 
ideas. All too often fanciful ideas concern- 
ing prayer arise in our thinking which make 
this important part of the Christian life 
nothing more than a magical formula, an 
Aladdin’s lamp, or “rabbit's foot”; for 
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many people, ‘that is all prayer is! Unfort- 
unately, in much of our reasoning concern- 
ing prayer, we feel that God is our servant 
who must jump at our beck and call when- 
ever we send aloft a petition with the 
customary phrase tacked on the end: “we 
ask this in Jesus’ name.” 

Several matters must be observed in con- 
nection with this theme. In the first place, 
there are a number of passages in Scripture 
which appear to be “blank checks” guaran- 
teeing us anything our hearts desire. But 
these must necessarily be taken in conjunc- 
tion with other portions of the Word which 
place restrictions for our own good. In 
short, the subject of prayer must be under- 
stood in terms of the whole of Scripture, 
not just some of our “pet verses.” There are 
texts which promise that God simply re- 
fuses to hear certain prayers (e.g., Psa. 
66:18); there are other verses which urge 
the Lord’s people to pray for : = things 
(e.g., Psa. 122:6; 1 Tim. 2:1, 2). Some sec- 
tions of the Word of God instruct us to 
pray only according to the Lord’s will 
which presupposes that we have ascertained 
His will (cf. 1 John 5:14). And of course, all 
prayer that we expect to be heard in Hea- 
ven must approach God in the way He has 
prescribed: through the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in the Holy Spirit. No other prayer 
can be heard; no person who comes in any 
other way can be accepted (John 14:6). 


The Exposition 


MATTHEW 6:5-15 For some reason, whenever 
7:7-11 the subject of prayer is 
assigned in the International Lessons, those 
who prescribe the Scripture portions point 
us to the so-called “Lord’s Prayer” which, 
after all, is one of the less important pass- 
ages on prayer in the Bible. We say this 
because Jesus only gave it as a general 
model to offer His disciples a simple guide 
for their devotions. It was only later (Lk. 
11) that, seeing the disciples had not fol- 
lowed the pattern, He commanded them to 
at least use the words until such time as 
they might formulate their own prayer 
habits. This conclusion is arrived at by the 
two preparatory statements: “After this 
manner, pray ...” (Mt. 6) and “When you 
pray, say...” (Lk. 11). However, Matthew 
6:6 offers some excellent suggestions for our 
own prayer life: (1) enter into a quiet place 
—a place set apart for prayer; (2) insofar 
as possible, shut out all interference and 
distraction—radio, television, phone, street 
noises, etc. This may take a conscious act of 
will, but it is important that the mind be 
focused entirely on the Lord; (3) Pray! And 
this means more than just “saying words”; 
it implies a laying hold upon God in full 
communion with Him. Prayer—true prayer 
—is a very difficult task. And, lest we think 
of prayer as a procedure to be adopted or 
not, suiting our whims, let us observe that 
Matthew 7:7 is a command, not a request 
or suggestion. But with the command comes 
a promise in each case. 


This story, with its picture 
of the powerless disciples, 
illustrates the need for prayer as a source 
of power for service. Peter, James, and John 
—the “inner circle”’—had been with Jesus 
on the mount of transfiguration and were 
somewhat filled with awe at what they 
had witnessed. But, coming down, they 
found a needy a, Myce The rest 
of the disciples who had remained at the 
foot of the mountain had apparently ill- 
prepared themselves for service, and were 
caught off-guard (v. 18, 28), unable to help 
in time of need. Jesus pointed out the rea- 
as being lack of prayer. The 
fasting” do not appear in the 
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best manuscripts. Close, constant commun- 
ion with the Father is essential for effective 
service. 


LUKE 18:9-14 Here is another parable 
of Jesus, a technique He 
often used in His teaching; this one was to 
illustrate proper and improper attitudes in 
prayer. What should be our manner of ap- 
proaching God? Observe the “I-trouble” 
the Pharisee in this story had: “J thank 
God ... J am not as other men... J 
fast... J tithe .. .” Strictly speaking, no 
sinner need pray that so-called “penitent’s 
prayer” as did this publican. For, in Christ 
at the cross, God has been merciful to us, 
and will not repeat the action. Today, the 
sinner need not plead for God’s grace; he 
has only to acknowledge it for himself 
and thank God for His kindness toward 
him. The humility of the publican is com- 
mended by our Lord as over against the 
obviously selfish arrogance of the Pharisee. 
There is a decided need for us to approach 
the Lord in the humility befitting our posi- 
tion as sinners saved by grace; yet, at the 
same time, in the boldness (not arrogance!) 
which accompanies our sonship (Heb. 4:16). 


JOHN 14:13-17. The passage in Matthew 
7:7 seems to open a limit- 
less door for petitions, but this text closes 
it partway and adds certain limitations. 
What does it mean to ask something “in 
Jesus’ name”? It is more than a pretty little 
supplement to our requests. To ask some- 
thing in Jesus’ name is to ask what He 
would ask in accordance with the holiness 
of His nature. The Father would never re- 
fuse His Son; He will not refuse us either, 
if we ask in the same spirit in which 
Christ would ask. But, that limits tremend- 
ously what we can ask for as you can see. 
Let us not lose sight of it! 


JAMES 5:13-18 In considering this pass- 
age, there are certain fac- 
tors to be borne in mind, lest we be carried 
away with emotional wishful thinking that 
may lead to wild fantasy. In the first place, 
it is not God’s will to heal all sickness; else 
He would do it! Sickness and suffering 
have a definite place in His plan for His 
own people. Therefore, to say that “it is 
not God’s will for anyone to be sick,” a 
some so-called modern “healers” do, is to 
speak a lie of the devil. Consequently, let 
us ask ourselves some questions on the 
passage in question. (1) Who are the sick 
ones spoken of: ordinary sick folk, or those 
who are sick because of some persistent sin 
—a sin unto death? (2) When the elders 
anoint the person—who incidentally, has 
called for them (not they upon him)—whose 
prayer of faith is effective—that of the elders 
or of the man himself? (3) What does it 
mean: the prayer . . . shall save the sick? 
Save him from what? From physical death? 
Eternal death? (4) Would not the mention 
of committing sins lead us to believe that 
this may be a person who has been guilty 
of serious sin worthy of being delivered over 
to Satan (1 Cor. 5:5) for physical death? 
And, realizing his evil state, and having 
called for the church elders to confess his 
sins to them, he is forgiven and restored, 
the Lord even removing the impending 
threat of physical death for a time? 
Observe verse 16 suggests the same thing 
as Matthew 5:23 ff. in regard to forgiving 
and being forgiven as a prerequisite to 
satisfactory prayer. And verses 17 and 18 
do not record the prejudiced whim of an 
~ oan ed prophet but a direct burden 
e Lord which led Elijah to thus 
pry. God will always honor—and answer— 
prayer that He has burdened a child 
e. is to pray. But let us take heed that 
our pra are in accordance with His 
will at all times (1 John 5:14, 15). 
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Valiant for the Truth 


By Ralph L. Keiper, Book Review Editor 


° God's good time men of faith, schol- 
arship, and courage have been raised 
up to defend the faith once delivered 
to the saints. These men have not only 
influenced the faith, they have given 
the world pause also. No man, at the 
moment, qualifies to stand as “defender 
of the faith” as Luther and Calvin stood. 
We live in the era of “scrub timber.” 
We are in need of a mighty oak. 


The last great man who stands with 
the mighty saints of the ages to defend 
the faith was J. Gresham Machen. Figh- 
teen years ago he laid down his pen 
and went to be with his Lord. Enemies, 
as well as friends, paid him tribute. He 
was known for what he believed. He was 
known for his courage to defend his be- 
liefs. His testimony was to stand for the 
faith of God, and not to compromise 
with the infidelities of men—secular and 
ecclesiastical. 


Dr. Machen was a champion of the 
Reformed Faith. Paul called, Calvin an- 
swered, and Machen listened. His was 
the task of bringing to the twentieth 
century the message of the first. God was 
exalted, the Word was honored, and the 


intellectual world was made restive by 
this mighty warrior for the truth. There 
was no compromise with truth. “Purity 
before peace,” was his cry. Machen was 
no senseless reformer whose enthusiasm 
robbed him of his wits; he was the gen- 
eral of thought who could fight the bat- 
tle of the rationalists on their own 
ground, defeating them, driving them 
to desperation— 
the desperation 
of cowardice and 
politics. 

In my early 
days as a be- 
liever, I had the 
great privilege of 
hearing Dr. Ma- 
chen on numer- 
ous _ occasions. 
Being a student 
interested in phi- 
losophy, I ap- 
preciated his 
well-thought-out 
defense of the faith. I heard his Sunday 
broadcasts with eagerness as he took.on 
the enemies of the faith one by one and 
devastated them bit by bit. His weapon 


THE EDITOR REVIEWS 
Eugene A. Nida’s Customs and Cultures 


jolomon said, “Wisdom is the principal 

thing; therefore get wisdom; and with 
all thy getting get understanding” (Prov. 
5:7). This is a divine command which 
can enlarge the heart of any believer. 
Almost all people are provincial. Ameri- 
cans are no exception to that generaliza- 
tion. Dr. Nida has traveled in fifty coun- 
tries, making field notes from his con- 
versations with many missionaries, and 
gives us a most readable account of 
elementary anthropology. In addition 
to this mental stimulus the book is very 
useful for pricking the balloon of the 
Adamic nature, and causing Christians 
to see that perhaps they must re-evaluate 
many of their current opinions and at- 
titudes. 

Here is the first paragraph in the first 
chapter of Customs and Cultures (Har- 


per, $4.00) by Dr. Eugene A. Nida, secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society in 
charge of translations, and a brilliant 
anthropologist and linguist: 

“But we are not going to have our 
wives dress like prostitutes,’ protested an 
elder in the Ngbaka church in northern 
Congo, as he replied to the suggestion 
made by the missionary that the women 
should be required to wear blouses to 
cover their breasts. The church leaders 
were unanimous in objecting to such 
a requirement, for in that part of Congo 
the well-dressed and fully-dressed Afri- 
can women were too often prostitutes, 
since they alone had the money to spend 
on attractive garments.” 


Dr. Nida entitles his first chapter, 
“Shocks and Surprises,” introducing a 








was not an ugly personality. He was 
above that. His arsenal was a God- 
given mind which was surrendered to 
Christ in “active obedience.” In him 
we had another Paul. Having disciplined 
himself to study, he made it his business 
to master the Book that it might master 
him. And then, for the sake of his Lora 
he set forth to bear testimony that it 
might master others. 

Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse, Professor of 
New Testament at Westminster Semin- 
ary, one of Dr. Machen’s students and 
later an intimate friend and associate, 
has given to us a biographical memoir 
of this great saint of modern times. It 
is a definitive biography, tracing the per- 
sonal life of Dr. Machen, as student, 
preacher, theologian, defender of the 
faith, and as founder of a seminary. 
Through this work, by means of many 
letters and other notes, the reader fol- 
lows the career of Dr. Machen with his 
Lord. One is able to see in this bio- 
graphy the life of God in the actions of 
a man. 

To those who are interested in mod- 
ern church history, especially that of 
the Presbyterian Church, this volume 
will be rewarding. The battle of Prince- 
ton Seminary is set forth; the Auburn 
Affirmation is examined for what it 
is, and the neo-paganism within Protes- 
tant thought is revealed. 

It is hoped that the reader of these 
pages, especially one in the ministry, 
will search his own heart to see whether 
he be in “active obedience to Christ.” 
Our times need a great man to lead us— 
a man wholly given over to God's 
leading. 

J. Gresham Machen. Ned B. Stone- 
house. Eerdmans. 520 pp., Index. $5.95. 


book that is of very great importance 
and which should have wide circulation. 
In the first place, it should be read by 
every missionary. It will give the experi- 
enced missionary many a laugh, explain 
some of the mistakes he has made, and 
will keep the new missionary from mak- 
ing a fool of himself as often as people 
in strange lands frequently do. It should 
be read by Christians generally as one 
of the most devastating experiences in 
whittling the ego down to size that I 
have come across in many a year. 

Why do we do the things we do? And 
can we defend our way of doing the 
things we do? And are our ways any 
better than the different ways of other 
peoples? The answer to the first of these 
questions is usually that we have seen 
our elders do them before us. The de- 
fense of our particular ways generally 
ends up in rationalization. The truth is 
that other ways are very often as good 
as ours and sometimes much better. 
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We point with our forefinger. Such a 
gesture in certain parts of the world is 
considered as lewd as thumbing the nose. 
Others point by lifting the chin, shooting 
out the lower lip, or squinting with the 
eyes. 

We hand an object to another per- 
son with one hand. This is considered 
insulting by some; that is the way one 
gives food to a dog. Two hands must be 
used in presenting an object to a human 
being. Woe to the missionary who does 
not know such little details; he will un- 
doubtedly be put down as a rude, ill- 
mannered boor, in the minds of the 
people he has come to reach. Certainly 
he has put the offense of the missionary 
in between the people and the offense 
of the cross. 

Guests in the Philippines came into 
a missionary’s home, took out their hand- 
kerchiefs, and dusted the seats and backs 
of the chairs before sitting down. At 
table, they first wiped off the dishes and 
silverware. Insult? On the contrary, they 
would have been very impolite according 
to their standards if they had not done 
so. 

The missionary who, in getting his 
wisdom, gets understanding, will win 
friends and be able to present our Sav- 
iour, while a missionary who goes out 
like an American bull in a china shop 
will push men farther from God. We 
laugh at the tribes who carry food to 
the graves of their departed and they 
laugh at us for carrying flowers to ours. 
The customs of dealing with the dead in 
some lands may seem strange to us, but 
consider our graveyards, often huge 
tracts of stones in the centers of some 
of our cities, where playgrounds would 
be much more in order; fancy coffins, 
required even when there is to be a 
cremation a few hours later; the laws 
in some of our states which require for- 
mal burial for amputated arms or legs. 
It endowments for “perpetual care” are 
continued in our country, there will be 
hundreds of thousands of acres of new 
cemeteries in the next century, and the 
time may come, as it already has come in 
China, when there is famine because too 
much good land is taken up by graves. 

I once knew a man who conducted a 
meeting in Europe and gave an invita- 
tion at the close, and who thought that 
a new Pentecost had come because every- 
one in the room stood to “accept Christ.” 
He did not know that they were being 
polite and that there was no acceptance 
of Christ in a spiritual sense. Dr. Nida 
gives illustrations of people who make 
“decisions” for many reasons—one Afri- 
can chief, for example, who had become 
tired of polygamy, became a “Christian” 
so that he could legally divorce 22 of his 
23 wives. 

Mohammedans are credited with being 
several times more effective in their mis- 
sionary work in Nigeria than are Chris- 
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tian missionaries. The main reason is 
that there are no racial barriers in Islam 
and that the African knows that there 
are Christian churches which he cannot 
enter. Communism is also more effective 
in its appeal to those who smart under 
the lash of racial discrimination. 

“The fundamental rule of dealing 
with racial problems is to treat people 
as people. . . . If only people were ac- 
cepted for what they are or could be, 
there would be no problem.” That 
judgment on problems on the mission 
field could be applied at home with 
equal validity. I cannot imagine any 
reader of this book so obtuse that ‘he 
could not improve his own relationships 
with others and make himself a more 
effective witness for Christ by a personal 
application of many of the conclusions 
presented here. 

Missionaries who have gone into a 
tribe with the idea that the medicine 
men or witch doctors were all fakes have 
made great enemies and slowed the ad- 
vance of the gospel. Others who have rea- 
lized that a man is sick with terror be- 
cause he thinks someone is casting a 
spell upon him, and that this man may 
die of fright if left alone, have dis- 
covered that the witch doctors do cure 
the man, for they have given him faith 
in greater “medicine,” and his terror is 
gone, and he is well. After all we see in 


“our own society many people who im- 


agine that they are sick, and who come 
to a belief that there is no such thing as 
sickness and thereby are cured—to the 
glory of Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy! There 
is, psychologically, no difference between 
the witch doctor and the Christian Sci- 
ence practitioner. We cannot cooperate 
with the practitioner for he is a bitter 
enemy of Biblical Christianity; but many 
witch doctors have become Christians 
when they have been carefully ap- 
proached by missionaries who have given 
them quinine for malaria patients and 
little by little brought them on to faith 
in the Lord, instead of evil spirits. In a 
note on his discussion of witch doctors, 
Dr. Nida says, “In view of the fact that 
at least 50 per cent of medical patients 
in our society suffer from some psychoso- 
matic ailment, it is unfortunate that our 
medical system does little to offer what 
primitive medicine provides in the way 
of psychotherapeutic help.” 

Dr. Nida has a way of taking some 
“heathenish” practice and putting it 
squarely beside something in our own 
culture or in our “Christian” practice 
which is just as alien to truth. What is 
the difference between a Mohammedan 
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who writes the 99 names of Allah on a 
paper, washes the ink off and drinks the 
inky liquid, an American soldier who 
carries a New Testament over his heart 
only because of the superstition that it 
can keep off bullets, and a Roman Catho- 
lic anywhere in the world for whom 
an image has become an idol? That im- 
ages have become idols is proved by 
the fact that one statue of the Virgin, 
for example, is credited with many more 
powers than another statue of the Vir- 
gin, sometimes even in the same church 
building. Dr. Nida gives examples of the 
Virgin of one town who is supposed 
to heal stomach trouble while the Virgin 
of another town is credited with miracu- 
lous powers for rheumatism, thus prov- 
ing that, in the minds of the people, 
the power is in the image. I, personally, 
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have seen many Roman churches ‘in 
Europe where there are statutes of the 
Virgin of Lourdes, the Virgin of Fatima, 
the Virgin of Hal, the Virgin of La 
Salette, and so on, with public favor 
going to one in one town and to an- 
other in another town, or even changing 
from one to another in the same church 
in the course of a decade. 

In reading how Christian young men 
in Guatajata, on the shores of Lake 
Titicaca, succeeded in substituting an 
annual soccer tournament for a fight to 
the death for control of a selected hill 
during an annual festival, I became con- 
vinced that I had been wrong through 
the years in condemning in my mind 
the Christians who pasted Christmas 
over the festival of the Saturnalia. “A 
functional substitute is the real answer 
to problems of promoting desired cul- 
tural change.” 

In fact, I question seriously my own 
attitude toward hillbilly and cowboy 
hymns after reading Nida’s chapter on 
“Drums and Drama.” Different cultures 
have different musical patterns. The 
Southwest of the United States has pro- 
duced a culture with a cowboy pattern 
of music that must be penetrated by the 
gospel. All cultures must be so pene- 
trated. I recently drummed with my fin- 
gers the rhythm of a popular ballad, 
and a friend said, “Casey Jones.” I had 
hummed no melody, the rhythm was 
enough. Some African tribes have 
evolved patterns of drumming a dozen 
different rhythms which may sound to a 
Western ear like “staggering clashes of 
chaotic banging,” but which they can 
sort out as easily as an educated musician 
in our land can separate the motifs in 
Wagner or the melodies in other music, 
and follow through the contrapuntal 
themes of our composition. A missionary 
was astonished that her playing on an 
accordion greatly displeased Africans 
who disliked the multiplicity of notes as 
much as she disliked the varying rhy- 
thms on drums, but that her amateurish 
scratching out of a single theme on a 
violin delighted them. 

I wonder if there could have been the 
criticism which the Revised Standard 
Version has brought forth if every critic 
had read Nida’s chapter on “Queer 
Sounds, Strange Grammars, and Unex- 
pected Meanings” (and even more, if 
they had read his earlier book, God’s 
Word in Man’s Language). What is the 
purpose of a translation? Nida’s illustra- 
tions of translation problems are fascin- 
ating. The Greek for “heaping coals of 
fire on one’s head” may be understood 
by us because we have heard it explained 
so often, but it cannot be used among 
some peoples who conclude that the 
Bible advocates a very diabolical method 
of torturing people to death. “In 1 John 
3:17 ‘close up his bowels’ just means in 
Chol, a language of southern Mexico, 





to become constipated. In order to sug- 
gest a psychological interpretation of the 


expression, the translator suggested 
‘close up his heart,’ only to discover that 
this was a Chol idiom meaning ‘to have 
epileptic fits.’ The final result was to 
drop the Greek idiom and say quite 
simply ‘he does not give him anything.’ ” 

The closing chapter is one of the most 
heart-searching that could be read and 
it should be absolutely required reading 
for every student in every seminary, 
Bible institute, or training school. Lis- 
ten, and if you have ears to hear, then 
hear: 

“It is not primarily the message but 
the messenger of Christianity that pro- 
vides the greatest problems for the aver- 
age non-Christian. Fortunately, the mis- 
sionary who shouts at ‘natives’ as he 
would at a dog and who by threatening 
corporal punishment forces the people 
to build chapels and to till the soil is 
the exception to the rule; but those 
well-intentioned victims of a superiority 
complex who exude a holier-than-thou 
condescension full of paternalistic piety 
still delude themselves into thinking that 
their task is to work for people rather 
than with them. Their unsuspected self- 
righteousness and their identification of 
Western culture with Christianity keeps 
them from spiritual comradeship. They 
remain foreign, not only in the outward 
phases of race and culture, but also in 
the inward emotional responses.” 


Is there any better description of 
much “Christian work” that is being 
done in our own land by similarly well- 
intentioned but misguided “Christian 
workers”’? 

I have long smarted, silently, under 
the lying propaganda that is often cir- 
culated in fundamental churches in 
America to help raise money, or to de- 
clare “modernism” on the field, as I 
have known the true situations abroad 
yet could not speak at home because of 
the horrible enmity that can be aroused 
in men who will indulge in such things. 
Nida gives an example of an American 
who visited an Argentinian evangelistic 
campaign conducted by a zealous Argen- 
tinian evangelist. The American had 
himself photographed as though he were 
preaching, but with a caption identify- 
ing the musically talented evangelist 
“Native playing the organ.” He also says, 
on the positive side, that one great mis- 
sionary society has turned the direction 
of its entire work in southeastern Asia 
over to a Filipino. This caused: heart- 
burning among some who were not 
chosen, and some of the accusations of 
“modernism” that have been made have 
nothing in them beyond the envy and 

In closing I would say that I thank 
Eugene Nida for helping me in my 
jealousy which moved the accusers of 
Christ. 
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own life through this book. It has been 


' used by God as a part of the humbling 


process which is so necessary for spirit- 
ual development. It has been caustic 
medicine, but with so much amusement 
at the time the burning is hottest, that 
the book is put on the shelf with mixed 
feelings—sheer delight and deep hum- 
ility. 
END 

A World in Travail: A Study of the Con- 
temporary World Crisis. T. B. Maston. 

Broadman Press. 139 pp. $2.50. 

This is a book on Christian ethics ap- 
plied to the present world crisis. The author 
is professor of social ethics at the South- 
western Baptist Seminary. It is a clearly 
written book, with a simple, straightfor- 
ward style. The author is evangelical in 
conviction. 

He analyzes the present situation eco- 
nomically, politically, and religiously and 
comes to the conclusion that our present 
crisis is a spiritual one (p. 44) and there- 
fore needs a spiritual remedy. The remedy 
is then to return to faith in God, the Lord- 
ship of Christ, and the potential and act- 
ual brotherhood of man. “Potential brother- 
hood” means that men are lost who through 
faith may become actual brothers in Christ. 

The book is not heavily documented, but 
the documentation is of a high order. Mas- 
ton has read the good contemporary works 
which are relevant to his subject. 

In many regards the book is a breath of 
fresh air. Maston is “sweetly critical” of 
democracy, capitalism, and the church. He 
is not blind to the evils of democracy and 
its failures, nor to the evils and failures of 
capitalism. There is no flag-waving jingoism. 
Democracy and capitalism to serve as th 
should must be self-critical and _ self-cor- 
rective. 





BERNARD RAMM 


An Introduction to the Pauline Epistles. 
D. Edmund Hiebert. Moody Press. 303 Pp.; 
Index. $4.50. 

Dr. Hiebert has provided a volume which 
a student not too-well acquainted with the 
Bible will be able to use with profit. 

This work is not a commentary. It begins 
by giving us a chapter on the Pauline epis- 
tles. The epistles are grouped into the divi- 
sions generally accepted by Pauline scholar- 
ship and then each book is treated sepa- 
rately. 

Each letter -is presented in the following 
manner. The usual introductory facts are 
set forth as to date, authorship, people 
addressed, the doctrinal plot, and any other 
information which will aid the student to 
put a given letter in its proper setting. Then 
there is an excellent outline given of the 
epistle. Following this there is a list of 
books which will aid the student to further 
his study on a given epistle. 

At the conclusion of the work is a good 
bibliography on the Pauline epistles in 
general and upon each letter in particular. 
For the new student of Biblical studies this 
is a good book to have. 

R. L. K. 


A Christian Approach to Philosophy. War- 
ren C. Young. Van Kampen Press. 229 pp. 
$4.00. 

Dr. Young has given us in this volume his 
convictions as to the nature of Christian 
apologetics as well as exposition and criti- 
cism of the major areas of philosophy. The 
book may serve as a text either in apologe- 
tics or philosophy. 

For those teachers who wish an intro- 
ductory work on philosophy which makes 
constant correlations between philosophy 
and the Christian position this book will 
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serve that purpose well. 

The position Young takes is that of a 
revelational theist or a Christian realist. 
He lines himself up with the major tradition 
of revelational apologetics. He differs from 
contemporaries. like Carnell and Clark by 
not strongly insisting on the — of 
non-contradiction as the tool whereby false 
philosophies are weeded out. He defends 
the evangelical and conservative viewpoint 
throughout the volume. 

It is rewarding to pick up a treatise on 
philosophy and discover a Christian scholar 
who has read the major philosophical litera- 
ture, and knows the various modern philo- 
sophical movements, and can competently 
find his way around in them. Dr. Young 
has a breadth of philosophical learning, and 
a depth of Christian conviction, and these 
two virtues shine throughout the pages of 
the book. 

BERNARD RAMM 
The Messianic Prophecies of Daniel. Ed- 
ward J. Young. Eerdmans. 85 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Young has a full-sized commentary 
on the book of Daniel, and this smaller 
volume is a concentration upon the Mes- 
sianic element in Daniel. As far as this 
reader can determine the main part of this 
work is from his commentary on Daniel. 

Young writes in opposition to two groups. 
The first is the radical critic who would 
destroy the integrity of the book of Daniel 
and thereby destroy its Messianic witness; 
the second is the dispensationalists who foist 
a peculiar time schedule on the book of 
Daniel. Young’s own position is that of the 
amillennialist and he sees the stone of 
Daniel 2 as the first coming of Christ, and 
the establishment of the kingdom during 
the ministry of Christ. Most nr ge a 
ists consider the stone of Daniel 2 as refer- 
ring to the second coming of Christ and the 
establishment of the millennial kingdom. 
Young also opposes the separation of the 
70th week from the other 69 weeks, and 
objects to this 70th week’s being forwarded 
to the tribulation. 

These details are actually better dealt 
with in his larger commentary and the in- 
terested student will want to consult it. 
Young is a worthy opponent for his know- 
ledge is very extensive. He reads both Bibli- 
cal and modern languages, and has saturated 
himself with the at commentaries on 
Daniel. His loyalty to the Scripture is of 
the highest order. Agree or disagree, we 
must admit his works are of a high academic 
standard, and are loyal representations of 
the conservative and Reformed tradition. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Glimpses of a Sacred Land. Carl F. H. 

Henry. Wilde. 240 pp. $3.50. 

Many travelers have visited the holy land 
during the centuries following our Lord’s 
life there, and most of them spent more 
time than the author of this little book. 
But it is likely that few of them viewed this 
land with keener insight. It takes a know- 
ledge of true historic values derived from a 
thorough understanding of Scripture to 
penetrate beneath the surface of a much 
changed and often commercialized Jerusa- 
lem and see there the capital of King David, 
the beloved Zion of God’s people, and the 
city of our Lord’s passion and death. Dr. 
Henry makes the ancient sites come alive 
by his reconstruction of their role in past 
history which he relates to present remains 
in quick-paced journalistic style. 

One regrets that, to a d , the tempo 
of travel—and presumably also of recording 
—produced several errors in fact, some of a 
serious nature. To mention but one, the 
author’s note on the “place of womanhood 
in the Moslem scheme of “y % (p. 68) 
is not only inadequate, but it fails to get 

to the heart of the problem. Moslem women 


are not simply accorded a less important 
station in life by their. religion, are 
held in virtual thralldom with no relief 
either in this world or the next. 
The reviewer may also be permitted to, 
s late with no little fascination u 
¢ consternation which would result from 
a meeting between the Em 
tine (4th Century A.D.) and the Macedonian 
Alexander the Great (4th Century 


gen 
B.C.) who was a a an extremel 
long-lived individus (cf. same 74). : 

The few slips, however, and a predilec- 
tion for popular etymology of ancient place 
names need not detract from the usefulness 
of the book. Especially compelling is the 
author’s warning in pter X. There he 
sets forth his conviction that the ruins of 
the Near East should constitute a warning 
to present day Christians not to compromise 
with the pr s and standards of the 
world but to hold fast the form of sound 
doctrine, to distinguish clearly between the 
things of Caesar and the things of God 
and their respective priorities, or else see 
in the ruins of the past the goal of the 
future. 

Francis R. STEELE 
Fervent in Spirit ... the Life §S of 

Arthur J. owns. Ezra A. Shank. Moody 

Press. 192 pp. $2.50. 

Here is the story of a mission and a man, 
both raised up of God to carry out our 
Saviour’s orders—“Go ye into all the world.” 
The South Africa General Mission has been 
truly blessed in its leadership beginning 
with Andrew Murray who was its president 
from the time it began in 1889 as the Cape 
General Mission until the time of his death. 

There is much to be learned in studyi 
the experiences of others and certainly 
intends that we should profit from the lives 
of those who have gone before. It is in this 
area that this little book makes its contri- 
bution and thus becomes both interesting 
and profitable for all those interested or 
engaged in missionary work. 

Some might wish that the author could 
have been more systematic in the organiza- 
tion of his material. However, the informal- 
ity of the text expresses the warmth and 
friendliness of the life it sets forth. Much 
of the material is documented from Mr. 
Bowen’s own diary and thus one is privi- 
leged to hear this t missionary statesman 
speak for himself. His sacrificial life and 
example of teamwork have been and will 
continue to be an inspiration to countless 
numbers of the Lord’s ple. 

Fervent in Spirit, pret an a great liter- 
ary work, introduces a man and a work 
that God has chosen to bless in an unusual 
way during the past sixty-five years—and 
both are still going strong. 

E. A. STEELE, JR. 
To Make Men Free. H. Leo Eddleman. 

Broadman. 128 pp. $1.75. 

This is a series of ten —— sermons 
on some of the basic tenets of the Christian 
faith by a forceful Southern ben mo speaker. 
The new birth, grace, sanctification, bap- 
tism, faith, righteousness, missions, eternal 
security, and the second coming all come in 
for their share of exposition in this attrac- 
tively illustrated series of m 3 

Dr. Eddleman is president of rgetown 
College having been formerly professor of 
Old Testament interpretation at Southern 
— Theological Seminary. Missionary 
and pastoral service round out the back- 
ground of our author. It is from this broad 
experience that most of his illustrative ma- 
terial is drawn. 

There is an evangelical ion every- 
where prevalent in this book and a frag- 
rance of devotion to Christ that underlines 
His ability to make men free indeed. 

Doucias B. MacCorkie 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 

They reported that 4,923 persons 
made “decisions for Christ” during the 
campaign. 

Some 61,500 persons jammed the 
Sugar Bowl Stadium for the final meet- 
ing of the crusade. 

Gov. Robert Kennon addressed the 
final rally. He lauded Dr. Graham's net- 
work broadcast, “The Hour Of Deci- 
sion,” carried over more than 800 sta- 
tions. 

Dr. J. D. Gréy, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, and former presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion also paid tribute to Dr. Graham as 
did Mayor de Lesseps S. Morrison. 

A special offering was taken for the 
work of the Billy Graham Team in 
Europe next year. It was announced that 
$75,000 already has been raised for the 
Furopean crusade, surpassing the $74,- 
000 goal which had been sought. 

U. S$. AID TO SPANISH SCHOOLS 

A dispatch from Madrid to the New 
York Times reports that a proposal 
has been made to use United States 
economic aid to reduce Spain’s high 
illiteracy rate. The proposal has-been 
submitted to Parliament and outlines 
plans for the building of 30,000 new 
elementary schools as well as living 
quarters for teachers. The cost of the 
project which includes salary increases 
for the poorly paid Spanish teachers is 
many millions of dollars. The Times 
report said, “United States circles said 
that in principle the allocation to 
carry out the project ‘could be ar- 
ranged.’ However, they said, the re- 
quest must first be made by the Spanish 
Inter-Ministerial Economic Committee, 
which has the task of administering 
United States aid in conjunction with 
the Foreign Operations Administration 
Mission here.” 

It is extremely important to note 
that the Roman Catholic Church ad- 
ministers education on a practical level. 
If this project goes through, the United 
States will be building 30,000 Roman 
Catholic parochial schools as well as 
the living quarters for the nuns and 
will be subsidizing their increase in 

. The most energetic protests 
should be made against the accomplish- 
ment of this plan. 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS IN CALIFORNIA 

The 1500member First Baptist 
Church of Huntington Park has voted 
to withdraw -from the American Baptist 
Convention and join the Southern 
Baptist Convention. This gives the 
Southern Baptists their first major 
church in Southern California. They 
moved into this greatly expanded area 
after World War II. The pastor of the 
church, Dr. Walter A. Pegg, had served 
as vice president of the Conservatist 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society. | Enp 
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NED B. STONEHOUSE of Westminster Seminary is the author 
of this distinguished new book that is as much the history of 
the- 20th century Evangelical movement as it is the life story 
of a great man of God. “Moves with the fascination of a first- 
rate novel to a smashing climax.” 520 pp., Illus. $5.95 





FROM ETERNITY TO ETERNITY 


An Outline of Divine Purposes. Eagerly awaited, over- 
whelmingly accepted, this new book by ERICH SAUER 
is a fitting sequel to his internationally popular Dawn 
of World Redemption and Triumph of the Crucified. 
Thoroughly Biblical, especially good on Inspiration, most 
highly and widely recommended by Evangelical leaders. 
With chart in five colors. $3.00 


THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 


that has a 
thoughtful Christian. 368 pp., $4.00 





THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


1199 pages $7.95 


“ . .. the biggest commentary bargain on the market today. 
the best one-volume conservative commentary on the Bible,” 
says United Evang. Action. “Unquestioned pre-eminence among 
one-volume Bible commentaries,” says Moody Monthly. “The 
finest one-volume commentary in the English language,” says 
Christian Life. 





SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 


BERNARD RAMM, director of graduate studies in religion 
at Baylor University, has written “ . . . a trul 
The most important discussion of the prob y : 
red in this country in the last fifty years, 
says Dr. ilbur Smith. This is must reading for every 
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BOTH BANKS OF THE RIVER 


ARGYE M. BRIGGS has penned another poignant, moving 
story that will equal her three previous best-sellers in 
religious fiction. Both Banks of the River is based on the 
amazing life story of Charles Journeycake, last principal 
chief of the Delawares, whose preaching and example spread 
the saving truth of the Gospel and rich human understanding 
among Indians and whites alike. 333pp., $3.00 


Ask for these quality books at your bookstore 
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THE TRIUNITY OF GOD 

(Continued from page 19) 
the orchestra is conveyed to the listening 
audience through the medium of sound 
waves. Ideas are transmitted through 
the medium of a common language. 
Friends are drawn to each other through 
the medium of love and understanding. 
The bond of common interest must be 
strong enough to draw each out of him- 
self and to the other. The stronger that 
bond, the deeper and firmer will be the 
unity of the two friends. Perfect oneness 
would be realized only through a bond 
equal to evoking the full outpouring of 
the resources of mind and heart, the 
one to the other. Or, putting it another 
way, we might say that the bond which 
united two friends in perfect oneness 
would of necessity have to be equal to 
the full expressive and receptive capacity 
of both of these friends. The common 
ground that unites two divine persons 
in an infinite and eternal oneness must 
itself be divine, or more specifically, a 
third divine Person. The Holy Spirit 
is this third person in the Trinity 
through whom the Father and the Son 

live in and through each other. 

Let us conclude this article with a 
brief consideration of the indwelling of 
the Trinity in the heart of the believer, 
and of the believer’s awareness of that 
indwelling. A simple analogy may prove 
suggestive and helpful. Here is a master- 
piece painted by a supremely great artist 
and delighted in to the full by an art 
lover with highly trained powers of ap- 
preciation. Let God the Father be repre- 
sented by the artist, God the Son by 
the painting, and God the Spirit by the 
kindling of intelligent appreciation in 
the art lover. The artist as beauty per- 
sonalized enters and abides in the heart 
of the art lover through the medium 
of his genius-objectified in the picture 
plus the art lover’s kindled enjoyment. 

So God the Father lives in the heart 
of the Christian through Christ, the ob- 
jective manifestation of Himself, and 
through the Holy Spirit who subjectively 
reveals the Son and quickens love for 
Him in the believer's heart. And just 
as in looking at that great picture a man 
might be conscious, now of the genius 
of the artist, or again of the picture it- 
self, or yet again of his own keen enjoy- 
ment of the picture; so the believer may 
sometimes be distinctly aware of God 
the Father, again of God the Son, and 
yet again of God the Spirit. But all the 
while all three persons of the Triune 
God are living in and through him. 

END 
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MEDITATIONS 

(Continued from page 17) 
whether secretly or openly, by his own 
lusts. He is a‘ compound of pride, 
worldliness, and indifference. It is not 
pleasant to consider the effects of a 
life as being no more than stinking 
grapes, but this is the verdict of God 
Himself. 

Lord, give us to judge our hearts 

narrowly. 

JUDGE BETWIXT ME AND MY VINEYARD 
5:3, 
. The Lord now invites those to 
whom this parabolic poem applies to 
judge between Himself and His vine- 
yard. In facing the facts those who ac- 
cept this challenge will be judging 
themselves each out of his own mouth. 
In the name of God, then, we invite 
each of you to judge between God and 
your own soul. While reflecting on all 
the blessings that God has given to 
you, and on all the care that God has 
bestowed upon you, you are indeed 
happy if you are not forced to listen 
to His verdict that you have not only 
been unfruitful for Him, but that you 
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liave,. indeed, brought forth a fruit 
that is stinking to Him. This call to 
man to judge his own condition is 
characteristic of God’s dealings with 
men. David had presented- to him his ' 
action under the parable of the rich 
man who stole the one ewe lamb of © 
the poor man (2 Sam. 12:1-7), Thus 
you must judge yourself. 


WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE MORE? (5:4) 

Even the most vivid imagination 
would be unable to conceive of some- 
thing which God might have done for 
His people that He has not already 
done. It would be impossible to con- 
ceive of a promise that could have 
been in His Word that is not already 
there. If anyone wishes to waste time 
in attempting to think of such a prom- 
ise, consider first of all: “He that 
spared not his own son but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not 
also with him freely give us all things?” 


_ (Rom. 8:32). If we seek the kingdom 


of God and His righteousness, all 
these things will be added unto us 
(Mt. 6:33). His action for us began be- 
fore the foundation of the world when 
He chose us and planned the death of 
Christ for our redemption (Eph. 1:4; 
1 Pet. 1:20). Having secured all things 
for us by redemption He arose from 
the dead in order that He might be the 
active executor of the estate which He 
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had provided for us. He put His Holy 
Spirit upon us to guide us moment by 
moment. What more can He say than 
to you He hath said? 


Lord, make us ashamed so that we 
may return to grace. 


1 WILL TELL YOU WHAT I WILL DO (5:5) 
The use of the Hebrew present im- 
plies irrevocable decision and prompt 
action. The disappointing results can- 
not be ignored by the Owner of the 
vineyard and He will abandon it to 
ruin. Here is the pronouncement of 
judgment upon Israel and herein lies 
the key to the history of the centuries 
between the time of Isaiah when the 
judgments began and our day when 
they are not yet ended, and when Jeru- 
salem is still trodden down of the 
Gentiles. It must not be forgotten that 
the primary application of this parable 
and its terrible judgment is to the peo- 
ple of Israel. But in remembering this 
there is also a spiritual application 
which we must not hesitate to make to 
ourselves. The Lord wants His people 
to be fruitful. Christ cursed the. fig tree 
that did not have fruit on it (Mt. 21: 
19,20). He announced that the man 
that did not bear fruit would be cast 
forth as a branch (John 15:6). It 
should be realized that he is cast forth 
as a branch but not as a son. 
Lord, take away our sterility. 


1 WILL TAKE AWAY THE HEDGE .. . BREAK 
DOWN THE WALL .. . (5:5) 

The devil could not touch Job until 
God had let down a portion of the 
hedge, and could touch him only to 
the extent in which God had given 
freedom for his assault. It is so with 
all who are the Lord’s own. He put a 
hedge along one side of our road in 
order that we might not go our own 
way in that direction and a wall along 
the other side so that we would not be 
able to go our own way on that side 
(Hos. 2:6). How often we have been 
restrained from folly because: the Lord 
has hedged and walled us in. How 
often we have found ourselves in 


| thorns and bumping against the wall 


because His grace put these things 
there. But if we persist, the hedge will 
be taken away and the wall will be 
broken down. Then the most horrible 
thing that can ever happen to.one of 
the Lord’s people will take place: we 
shall be allowed to have our own way. 
Nothing could be worse for us, for it 
must lead to the ruin of everything we 
have and are, so that we shall be saved, 
as by fire (1.Cor. 3:15). 
Lord, be patient with us in grace. 
THE VINEYARD IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL (5:7) 
The Lord compares Israel in various 
places in the Scriptures to a fig tree, an 
olive tree, and a vineyard. The fig tree 
(Mt. 21:19, 20; Mk. 11:13, 20, 21; Lk. 


13:6-9) represents Israel in her quality 








as a nation with the privileges of gov- 
ernment. The olive. tree represents Is- 
rael with all her religious privileges 
(Rom. 11). The vineyard represents Is- 
rael with all her spiritual privileges (Isa. 
5 and John 15). Jotham set this forth in 
a parable before the men of Shechem 
(Jud. 9:6-15), and pointed out that Is- 
rael had refused to take the place of 
leadership in any one of the three phases 
of her life of privilege. They had been 
given “honor,” “sweetness,” and “wine” 
(joy), but had corrupted the three. It is 
very important that in understanding the 
primary application of these truths we 
do not fail in the secondary application 
to ourselves, for the Scriptures were writ- 
ten for our admonition (1 Cor. 10:6, 11). 

Lord, give us sense to learn and yield. 
HE LOOKED FOR JUDGMENT, AND BEHOLD 
OPPRESSION (5:7) 

The Lord now teaches us a great les- 
son by showing us that it is possible to 
have a form of godliness and to deny the 
power thereof (2 Tim. 3:5). The main 
teaching is hidden from us because of 
the nature of the translation. In the 
Hebrew the two pairs of opposite words 
are almost alike. He looked for mishpat, 
but behold mispach; for tsedakah, but 
behold tse’akah. We would approach it 
if we paraphrased it freely, “He looked 
for right, but behold a riot; for law, but 
behold a flaw.” In this word-likeness 
which conceals opposite meanings we 
have a picture of the imitation of right- 
eousness by those who are merely profess- 
ors rather than possess-ors of divine 
truth. We should never forget that the 
vocabulary of seduction and the voca- 
bulary of love are the same. In the pul- 
pit the same phrases are frequently used 
by men of opposite beliefs to teach both 
truth and the lie. 

Lord, give us discernment and the 

will to act rightly. 

WOE UNTO THEM THAT JOIN HOUSE TO 
HOUSE (5:8) 

God’s appeal to man’s decision has 
ended in the assent of the guilty. Those 
who heard the least of His blessings 
were forced to admit that they had been 
the recipients of all the divine graces. 
They were forced to admit that they had 
not brought forth good fruit but stink- 
ing grapes. Now He begins to pronounce 
woes upon them for various sins. First, 
He pronounces judgment upon their in- 
satiable avarice and covetousness. ‘There 
is no sin in the ownership of more than 
one house or in enlarging one’s holdings 
of land, providing that it does not de- 
prive others of what they need. A man 
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who has a large family cannot be con- 
demned for having a large house, and 
a farmer who has ten sons may well wish 
to join field to field. But when men are 
ostentatious and possessive for the sake 
of flaunting their holdings in the face 
of other men it is a proof of an inward 
arrogance and pride that is detestable. 


Lord, make us content with 
what we have. 


IN MINE EARS (5:9) 

We must understand that there are 
evidently words missing, or that the 
thought of the poetry is left unsaid. The 
prose meaning would be: “The cries of 
the dispossessed are entered in Mine 
ears.” For the Hebrew implies that in 
joining house to house and field to field 
the small householder and the little 
farmer have been ruthlessly dispossessed. 
The feelings of covetousness came first 
and these produced the cruelty, violence, 
and injustice which accompany such ex- 
pansion. There are those who seemingly 
never have enough, and whom no wealth 
can satisfy. They are mouths and stom- 
achs and little more; of heart there is 
nothing. There are scores of verses which 
show that the Lord hears the little man 
and knows all his sorrows. Their “cries 
. + + are entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Hosts” (Jas. 5:4). 

Lord, keep us from the idolatry 
of covetousness. 


MANY HOUSES... 
(5:9) 

The Lord will make the punishment 
fit the sin. The land will be overrun; 
the enemy will destroy everything. The 
great houses will be without inhabitant. 
It is worthy of note that the little farm 
houses in the war areas were often left 
untouched but that gaping holes are to 
be seen in the manor houses. The troops 
conjectured that the officers and com- 
mand posts would be in the large houses 
and directed their main shelling and 
bombing to these targets. So it was in 
the past, so it will be in the future final 
judgment of the land. The woes that 
are pronounced upon Israel belong to 
all humanity, for all men have sinned 
and must come under the same judg- 
ments of God. And the fields will be 
desolate also. Ten acres of vineyard will 
produce but a few gallons of wine and 
the sower shall cast eight bushels of seed 
and get a harvest of three pecks. 

Lord, may our house never be 

empty of Thee. 

WOE TO THEM THAT . . . FOLLOW STRONG 
DRINK (5:11) 

The second count is against drunken- 
ness and self-indulgence. The Lord 
singles out those sins—among the many— 
that inflicted the whole of the body of 
the nation. It was the custom of men to 
“rise early” to follow strong drink. In 
the Bible, to rise early is to devote one’s 
whole time to a thing. At sunrise, David 
says, “man goes forth unto his work 
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and to his labor until evening” (Psa. 
104:23). Solomon says, “Woe to the na- 
tion whose princes eat in the morning” 
(Eccl. 10:16), that is, whose chief pur- 
suit was the satisfaction of their appe- 
tites. Here woe is pronounced on the na- 
tion because of the prevalence of its 
places of sensual pleasure—we might 
translate it “night clubs.” Abundance be- 
gets luxury and luxury begets indulgence 
and indulgence begets brutishness; this 
begets the judgment of God. 

Lord, give us that fruit of the 

Spirit, self-control. 

THEY REGARD NOT THE WORK OF THE 
LORD (5:12) 

Owing to their absorption in sensual 
pleasures men do not see the work of 
the Lord or consider the operation of 
His hands. The men who live in sensual- 
ity are generally very prosperous, but 
they do not consider the work of the 
Lord in giving them their prosperity. 
They come to look upon themselves as 
self-made and they tend to worship this 
maker-self. They have more than they 
need and do not consider why the Lord 
has given them so much. If a man has 
possessions, God has given them to him 
in order that he might possess them be- 
fore the Lord, obeying Him, acknowledg- 
ing Him, and seeking to do that which 
is well pleasing in His sight. It is to be 
noted that drinking satisfies the body 
and. that music satisfies the soul and 
that there is no place left for the con- 
sideration of the Spirit. 

Lord, may we put Thee first. 
THEREFORE MY PEOPLE ARE GONE INTO 
CAPTIVITY (5:13) 

It had not happened yet when the 
prophet spoke these words, the only 
mention of the exile in the book of 
Isaiah. It is written in the prophetic 
perfect tense, a grammatical form in the 
Hebrew that puts the future in the past. 
So certain are the judgments of God that 
they can be described as having hap- 
pened when they are yet in man’s future. 
The reason for the captivity is that men 
lack knowledge. This does not mean 
that they have not been taught, but 
that they are in gross and willful ignor- 
ance. This thought is expanded by God 
through Solomon, “They shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me: because 
they hated knowledge, and did not 
choose the fear of the Lord: They would 
none of my counsel: They despised all 
my reproof, therefore shall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices” (Prov. 
1:28-30). 

Lord, give us only what Christ deserves. 
HELL HAS ENLARGED ITS APPETITE (5:14) 

The prophet is announcing an in- 
vasion; armies will sweep over the land; 
great numbers of the inhabitants will 
be killed; therefore Sheol is pictured 
as opening its mouth wide with a great 
appetite to receive the dead of Jeru- 
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salem, opening its mouth without limit. 
Here again the punishment fits the sin; 
the nobility, the masses, and the revelers 
will all slip into Hell together. It is to 
be noted that God is not afraid to use 
strong words in warning men. There 
were those who would not be overly 
moved at the thought of war; perhaps 
they will be moved if they shall be held 
over the pit of Hell and told that they 
will leave this earth for the eternal 
judgments of God. It would be bad 
enough to see the respectable leaders 
wandering around famished, but they 
were to see them and accompany them 
to eternal judgment. 
Lord, may we never treat Thy 
warnings lightly. 
HELL . . . (5:14) 

The Hebrew is sheol; the Greek is 
Hades; the English is Hell. They are 
the same in the different languages in 
spite of the fact that some have at- 
tempted to destroy the doctrine of God's 
judgment by differentiating among 
them. The word is found 65 times in 
the Hebrew and in the KJV it is rend- 
ered three times as pit and 31 times each 
as the grave and Hell. But there is an- 
other word in Hebrew which means a 
grave, and this word is much more than 
the burying place of a body. There is 
always the connotation of the life after 
death and the judgment that accom- 
panies it. Our Lord, by descending there 
and spending three days consciously 
there in the Paradise portion of it (Acts 
2:31; Lk. 23:43), forever stamped it as 
a place and as a place of consciousness. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 

hast taken our Hell. 

THE MEAN MAN .. . THE MIGHTY MAN .. . 
(5:15) 

All men are included. Calvin para- 
phrases it: Do you imagine that, when 
God has endured you so long, you will 
at last be able to tread Him under your 
feet? Assuredly He will arise, and will 
be exalted in your destruction.” Two 
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ish. One of these words comes from the 
root earth and the other from strength. 
Modern Jews use these two words to 
describe the masses and the intelligentsia. 
All will be swept to judgment. As in the 
ancient days so now men are “lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God” 
(2 Tim. 3:4), and these pleasures so 
deaden all spiritual faculties that they 
do not consider that the Lord is at hand 
and that He will sweep them away to 
judgment. As if to be sure that no in- 
dividual could count himself outside 
the sweep of the judgment, a third class 
is brought in: the proud whose eyes are 
lifted arrogantly shall have their head 
lowered and their glance will be down- 
ward. 

Lord, lift our eyes through Christ. 
THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL BE EXALTED IN 
JUDGMENT (5:16) 

Men talk but God will have the last 
word. Men are arrogant and proud and 
even trample God under foot (Heb. 
10:28), but the time will come when the 
Lord of Hosts will be exalted in the 
judgment of all sin and all sinners, and 
man will be reduced, even in his own 
sight, to what he really is. Death reduces 
man to the possession of a plot of ground 
approximately seven feet by three; judg- 
ment will reduce his arrogant soul so 
that he shall truly see himself in com- 
parison with God. It is no more possible 
for man to continue in his covetous en- 
largement of his possessions and in the 
sensual gratification of his appetites than 
it is for God to permit that His glory 
shall be slighted. The Quakers made all 
gravestones alike in their burial grounds; 
God makes all men alike before Him in 
judgment—unless, of course, that they 
have passed through Christ to be judged 
no more. 

Lord, be Thou exalted in us. 


GOD THAT IS HOLY SHALL BE SANCTIFIED 
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS (5:16) 


The RSV is better, “The holy God 
shows himself holy in righteousness.” It 
is important to note the way in which 
the justice and the righteousness of God 
are linked here. God gives Himself two 
of His names here: as the Lord of 
Sabaoth, Lord of Hosts, He exercises 
judgment, showing Himself in His great 
power to be able to restore order to the 
earth and bring judgment upon the un- 
righteous. No situation could get out of 
His control. As God, the holy One, He 
shows His righteousness in the fact, the 
manner, and the result of His judg- 
ments. Today men can still say, with a 
thousand variations, “God wouldn’t be 
just if . . .” or “It wouldn’t be just for 
God to do thus.” But the day will come 
when the justice of God, the holiness, 
and the righteousness of God will be 
seen to be one and the same thing with 
varying facets showing forth the fires of 
His heart and the light of His being. 

Lord, Thou art our holiness. 
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THE MYTH OF MOTHER EDDY 
(Continued from page 15) 


its existence. We refer to the book 
Mary Baker Eddy, The Truth and the 
Tradition, by Ernest Sutherland Bates 
and John V. Dittemore. Mr. Dittemore, 
a former luminary in the Eddy hier- 
archy, headed up the Christian Science 
publication committee in New York 
(1908), was a director of the Mother 
Church in Boston (1909-1919), and a 
trustee under the will of Mary Baker 
Eddy (1910-1920). The material upon 
which the book was based constituted 
literally two trunks full of copies of 
Mrs. Eddy’s letters (over 2,000 of 
them), photostatic reproductions of her 
poems, scrapbooks, and her unpublish- 
ed commentary on the Scriptures. This, 
along with other suppressed material, 
was taken from the very files of the 
Christian Science Church. It defies con- 
tradiction. For the benefit of any 
curious skeptic who doubts Mr. Ditte- 
more’s devotion when a leading Christ- 
ian Scientist, let it be remembered that 
he personally financed Sibyl Wilbur's 
biography of Mrs. Eddy published in 
1907, which has the official approval of 
the Christian Science Church. In this 
connection it is interesting to note 
what one who knew all the facts has to 
say about that “biography.” Wrote Mr. 
Dittemore: “The contents of that vol- 
ume were mostly provided for the 
author from Church sources and in the 
light of subsequent knowledge, have 
largely proved unreliable.”* Mr. Ditte- 
more’s belief that the whole history 
about Mrs. Eddy and Christian Science 
should be told led him to author this 
book with Dr. Bates, and it was written 
mainly to offset what the authors also 
vigorously contend—namely, that Mrs. 
Eddy’s true life story has been cleverly 
supplanted by a manufactured history, 
a gross perversion of facts and truth. 
Stated Mr. Dittemore: 

“A few years after Mrs. Eddy’s de- 
cease, however, the newer elements 
(in the Christian Science hierarchy) 
sought to dissuade me from my pur- 
pose as facts unfolded relating to 
matters in her history certain to in- 
terfere with what had become the 
unacknowledged, but nonetheless 
actual, determination to create a 
legendary Mrs. Eddy. The recent 
Powell® biography is the sign and 
symbol of that official determination, 
supported by the present strange 
psychology of the membership.”” 
What could be more conclusive than 

this crystal clear statement? Mr. Ditte- 
more as a high, though honest, Christ- 
ian Science official, saw the Eddy legend 
evolving from intimate personal con- 
5 Mary Baker Eddy, The Truth and the Tradi- 


tion, Preface III. 
: Mary Baker Eddy by Lyman P. Powell. 


7 Mary Baker Eddy, The Truth and the Tradi- 


tion, Preface IV. 
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tact with the subject in question. Who 
with a fair mind can deny his book or 
its judgments? ' 

“But what of Mrs. Eddy’s generosity 
and kindness?” say gullible Christian 
Scientists and their sympathizers. 
“Surely a woman of such traits could 
not traffic in human health for mere 
monetary gain?” 

To this the authors answer not only 
could she, but she did so openly, and 
without remorse. It will be recalled that 
the Lord Jesus Christ said during His 
ministry when speaking of the gifts of 
God: “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils, freely ye 
have received, freely give” (Mt. 10:8). 

But this was not the attitude of Mrs. 
Eddy who alleges she follows in the 
footsteps of Jesus, nor has it been the 
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attitude of any Christian Science prac- 
titioner who ever lived. Wrote Mrs. 
Eddy concerning the treatments of 
Christian Science: 

“Christian Science demonstrates 
that the patient who pays whatever 
he is able to pay for healing is more 
apt to recover than he who with- 
holds the slight equivalent for 
health.” 

It is easily seen by this that Christian 
Science will tolerate no “pay as you go” 
healing. Indeed prompt cash in large 
amounts seemed to make one “more 
apt to recover than he who withholds 
the slight equivalent for health.” The 
thoughtful reader is left to interpret 
this dollar-and-cents healing as best he 
can in relation to the plain declaration 
by our Lord that it should be “freely 
given.” Mrs. Eddy was also not above 
acting as “agent” for her ardent pupils, 
for the customary ten per cent com- 
mission of course, and in 1870, when 
first embarking upon her “healing” 
career, she drew up a contract with said 
pupils which rivals any of our con- 
temporary theatrical or “loan shark” 
agreements for its financial strangle- 
hold. Said the contract of the “gener- 
ous” Mrs. Glover (Eddy): 

“We, the undersigned, do hereby 
agree in consideration of instruction 
(twelve weeks) and a manuscript 
(Quimby’s)* received from Mrs. Mary 
B. Glover, to pay her $100.00 in ad- 
vance and 10% annually on the in- 
come that we receive from practicing 
or teaching the same. We also do 
hereby agree to pay the said Mary 
B. Glover $1,000.00 in case we do 
not practice or teach the same she 
has taught us. 

Signed—D. A. Spofford 
M. A. Spofford” 


As Shakespeare so graphically por- 
trayed it, Shylock must have his pound 
of flesh, and Mrs. Eddy even went to 
court to get it. She never won any of 
the suits, however, since no judge ever 
thought her lessons worth that much, 
or her claims even worthy of consider- 
ation.” 

Continuing further into the Eddy 
legend we are once again confronted 
with the cold, impartial testimony of 
history where Mrs. Eddy’s boundless 
“generosity and selflessness” are con- 
cerned. Shortly after the famous 
“Woodbury Suit” wherein Mrs. Eddy 
was accused of slandering a former dis- 
ciple, the Christian Science treasury 
showed a marked decrease in volume, 
the result of large legal fees due in con- 
sideration of services rendered during 
the case. As a result of this, Mrs. Eddy 
perpetrated on the “faithful” the in- 
famous “Teajacket swindle” calculated 
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to draw from her gullible followers the 
revenue with which to further strength- 
en her treasury. In line with this 
scheme she drafted the following “re- 
quest” to her Church universal which 
appeared in the Christian Science 
Journal December 21, 1899: 

“Beloved, I ask this favor of all 
Christian Scientists. Do not give me 
on, before, or after the forthcoming 
holiday aught material except three 
teajackets. All may contribute to 
these. One learns to value material 
things only as one needs them, and 
the costliest things are the ones that 
one needs most. Among my present 
needs material are these—three jack- 
ets, two of darkish, heavy silk, the 
shade appropriate to white hair; the 
third of heavy satin, lighter shade, 
but sufficiently somber. Nos. 1 and 2 
to be common-sense jackets for 
Mother to work in, and not over- 
trimmed by any means. No. 3 for 
best, such as she can afford for her 
dressing room.—Mary Baker Eddy.” 
The key to this whole financial angle 

is to be found in five short words, “All 
may contribute to these.” Notice Mrs. 
Eddy does not request two hundred 
thousand teajackets,*° merely “contrib- 
utions” toward them. No one was to 
send them—only send the money to buy 
them. “Mother” Eddy must have en- 
joyed this neat trick of replenishing 
her gold reserve, and none can deny 
that it was carried off with a finesse 
that rivals any confidence game ever 
conceived. All this, mind you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ and under the 
banner of Christian Science, allegedly 
the true religion. “Judge” Rutherford 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses could not have 
had Christian Science too far out of 
mind when he coined his famous 
phrase, “Religion is a racket.” Com- 
pared to Mrs. Eddy, both “Pastor” Rus- 
sell and “Judge” Rutherford were rank 
amateurs at ‘collecting money. She 
played for the highest stakes at all times, 
and with Mary Baker Eddy it was al- 
ways “winner take all,” and she did! 
The reader may wonder at this 
point, “Certainly Mrs. Eddy never 
hoped to practice such things indefinite- 
ly; even she must have known someone 
would eventually expose her, didn’t 
she?” The answer to this common ques- 
tion is to be found in Mrs. Eddy’s fur- 
ther financial exploits. Instead of be- 
ing satisfied with her “gold harvest,” 
the mistress of Pleasant View and 
Chestnut Hill** soon followed it up 
with a second financial coup, a truly 
masterful fund-raising campaign, even 
less subtle than the “teajacket” fiasco. 
Wrote Mrs. Eddy in the February is- 
sue of the Christian Science Journal, 
February 18, 1909: 
Yo Estimated Christian Science Church member- 


ship in 1899. 
‘1 Two of her palatial dwelling places. 
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“Christian Science Spoons — On 
each of these most beautiful spoons 
is a motto in bas-relief that every 
person on earth needs to hold in 
thought. Mother requests** that Chris- 
tian Scientists shall not ask to be 
informed what this motto is but 
each Scientist shall purchase at least 
one spoon, and those that can afford 
it, one dozen spoons, that their fam- 
ily may read this motto at every 
meal, and their guests be made par- 
takers of its simple truth.—Mary 
Baker G. Eddy.” 


The reader can form his own opin- 
ions on this episode in Mrs, Eddy’s 
career as a promoter, but let him do so 
with all the facts -in mind. The spoons 
sold for $3.00 and $5.00 respectively 
(silver and gold), and engraved upon 
them was this earth-shaking inscription 
from the pen of “Mother” Eddy, “Not 
matter, but mind satisfieth.” Think of 
it! On a spoon which feeds the body 
they deny exists, Mrs. Eddy made 
financial idiots of her entire church. 
Who can deny that instead of “‘bound- 
less generosity,” it was indeed immeas- 
urable greed that fired the furnace of 
her literary ambitions and _ helped 
establish the myth of “Mother” Eddy? 
One need hardly multiply the fantastic 
profits derived from this scheme. But 
allowing that the spoons cost half their 
selling price, she still realized over a 
quarter of a million dollars profit, and 
it was given willingly. As Mark Twain 
once said with his inimitable wit: “The 
human race delights in making assinin- 
ity a career.” Where Mrs. Eddy’s fol- 
lowers are concerned we must heartily 
concur, for who but deluded mortals 
would deny the reality of the food they 
eat and the diseases they are dying 
from, not to mention the very Deity 
of the Lord that bought them with His 
own blood? These things Mrs. Eddy 
and all her followers have never ceased 
to do despite the fact that hospitals 
and cemeteries the world over abound 
with ample testimony that sickness and 
death are real, and suffering a terrible 
blight not to be dismissed as Christian 
Scientists dismiss them, with meaning- 
less words and the treatments of useless 
“quack” practitioners. The complete 
story of “Mother” Eddy may never be 
fully known before the day of judg- 
ment, but it is in evidence for all to 
see that the legend of her person and 
power is directly in contradiction to all 
that history reveals, and truth will 
allow. This is therefore only one more 
earnest plea for a closer look at, and 
evaluation of, this amazing woman— 
Mary Baker Eddy—of whom it has been 
truly written that in her, history clearly 
reveals “how a woman becomes a 
deity.” Enp 


12 The emphasis is the authors’. 
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THE PARABLES 
(Continued from page 11) 
and the best known of all the parables— 
the story of the prodigal son, or, as some 
have insisted, of the wonderful father. 

Among the papyri is a pathetic docu- 
ment of 100 A.D. It is from a wandering 
boy to his mother, and reads: 

Antonius Longus to Nilous, his 
mother, greeting. Continually pray 
for your health. I had no hope 
that you would come up to town. 
On this account I did not enter the 
city either. I was ashamed to come 
for I am going about in rags. I be- 
seech you, mother, forgive me. I 
know what I have brought upon my- 
self. I have been punished, in any 
case. I know that I have sinned... . 

- . + “I will arise and go to my 
father and say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned and am no more worthy 
to be called your son... .” 

All prodigals did not come home, nor, 
if they ventured back, find such a father 
as the one chosen by the Lord to show 
the love of God. Here is a public notice 
from the first or second century: 

To Heracleides, strategos of the 
Hermapolite name, from Ammonius 
the elder, the son of Ermaeus, and 
his former wife A . . . along with her 
present husband Callistratus . . . 
Since our son Castor along with 
others, by riotous living has squand- 
ered all his own property, and now 
has laid hands on our desires to scat- 
ter it, on that account we are taking 
precautions lest he should deal de- 
spitefully with us or do anything else 
amiss ... We be desirous therefore 
that a proclamation be set up (that 
no one should lend him money). 
There are many such documents 

among the papyri, some of them almost 
savage in their expression of deep re- 
sentment against wayward children. The 
following, for example, is part of a deed 
of disownment in which a father casts 
off two sons and two daughters: 
ing to find you a comfort to 
my age, submissive and obedient, I 
find you in your prime have set your- 
selves against me like rancorous be- 
ings. Wherefore I reject and abhor 
you. 

The document runs on with legal 
abuse for some 500 words. If the papyri 
are any indication, the father who killed 
the fatted calf for his lost boy’s returning 
was gracious beyond the custom of that 
ancient world. END 
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radio knows no barriers. It smashes through 
the walls of fanaticism, fear and dictatorship. 
Letters from Communist East Germany, as well 
-as news flashes brought by refugees who have , 
‘escaped to freedom, give us positive proof that 
‘the gospel broadcasts of Radio Station HCJB 
are being heard by many people in communist- 
dominated lands. ; 
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6 ° We praise God that the truth of the gospel is 

+ R ar’ able to combat the lies of communism and other 
“isms”. And we praise Him that even in lands 
closed to missionary effort the gospel ministry of 
radio is still able to reach hungry hearts, 


If you wish to include HCJB among your mis- 
sionary interests, we shall be glad to place your 
name on our mailing list to receive our latest 


bulletins. 
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INVITATION WORDS 

(Continued from page 7) 
life is impossible without the Spirit: of 
God. But God's Spirit is given abund- 
antly to all who believe in Christ. Those 
who trust Him drink of living water. 
How easy it is to drink. A newborn 
babe knows how to drink. There is a 
spiritual thirst within the heart of man. 
That thirst can be quenched only with 
the water of life, but that water is given 
graciously and abundantly to all who 
come to Christ. 

The last and perhaps the most urgent 
invitation of the Bible is given in terms 
of this simple figure: “And the Spirit 
and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 22:17). 

What must you do to be saved? Salva- 
tion is as simple as drinking. Trust in 
Christ and you will never thirst. again. 


Repent 

“And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent” (Acts 17: 
30). 

God not only invites, but commands 
all men to repent. The Lord said, ‘“Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
ish” (Lk. 13:3). 

Repentance is for both the saved and 
the unsaved. For the believer it is the 
condition of restoration to fellowship 
when he has sinned. For the unsaved it 
is the condition of salvation. 

The word “repent” means “to change 
the mind.” Such a change of mind as is 
involved in salvation will doubtless be 
accompanied by sorrow, but the sorrow 
is not repentance. Repentance is an 
act of the will, not a state of the emo- 
tions. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance 
to salvation not to be repented of: but 
the sorrow of the world worketh death” 
(2 Cor. 7:10). It is evident from this 
verse that sorrow is not repentance and 
repentance is not sorrow. 

The word “repent” is used several 
times in the Bible as a synonym for 
faith. It is a good synonym, for a most 
radical;-change of mind takes place 
when one believes. Because repentance 
is required, some have concluded that 
there are two conditions of salvation, 
repentance and faith; but this is a mis- 
take. The repentance that is necessary 
for salvation is always included in sav- 
ing faith. This is evident because the 
Gospel of John was written to explain 
the way of salvation (John 20:31), and 
it does not use the word “repent” a 
single time whereas it uses the word 
“believe” as the only condition of salva- 
tion, over ninety times. 

What must you do to be saved? 
Change your mind about . yourself, 
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about sin, and about God. If this 
seems complicated, then be assured 
that it is all included in the simple 
act of faith in Christ. To believe in 
Him is to obey the command “to re- 
pent.” 


Trust in God 

“Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him” (Psa. 2:12). 

The word “believe” is the character- 
istic invitation word of the New Testa- 
ment while the word “trust” is the 
characteristic faith word of the Old 
Testament. “Trust” is one of the most 
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satisfactory synonyms of faith. Many 
fail to understand the meaning of 
faith, but who can fail to. comprehend 
trust? This word has no difficult shades 
of meaning. A child knows that to 
trust is to have confidence in, to de- 
pend upon, to commit to. 

The: word is, usually used to describe 
the life,of faith rather than the begin- 
ning of faith,. However, in either case 
it has the same meaning. “Trust in the 
Lord . with. all. thine. heart; and lean 
not.,unto thine own understanding” 
(Prov. 3:5) is primarily instruction for 
the saints, but. it also states the condi- 
tion of salvation for the sinner. 

What must you do.to be saved? Give 
up. your confidence in everything else 
and. “trust in, the Lord with all thine 
heart.” 


Receive’ 

“But ‘as’ many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, evén to them that believe on 
his name” (John 1:12). 

It is‘ evident from this verse that to 
receive Christ is equivalent to believing 
on Him. The word “receive,” as a 
synonym for faith, was especially ap- 
propriate when the Lord was on earth 
in the flesh. Then those who believed 
on Him would naturally welcome Him 
into their homes and into their fellow- 
ship. 

How do you become a Christian? By 
receiving Christ into your heart as you 
would receive a welcome friend into 
your home. 

The story of Zacchaeus is the story 
of every sinner who comes to Christ. 
The Lord said to him as he sat in the 
sycamore tree, ‘““Make haste, and come 
down; for today I must abide at thy 
house” (Lk. 19:5). The response was 
“And he made haste, and 
came down, and received him joy- 
(Lk. 19:6). Zacchaeus had no 
difficulty understanding the meaning of 
faith. He received Christ into his heart 
and into his home. 

Those who rejected Christ were not 
confused about the meaning of faith. 
They received Him not—and thus pro- 


' claimed their unbelief. 


Would you like to be numbered 
among the children of God? Then re- 
ceive Christ, the most lovely and grac- 
ious Person in all the world. Thus 
salvation will come to you as it did to 
Zacchaeus. 


Come Unto Me 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light” (Mt. 11:28-30). 

When Christ- was on earth He often 
gave the gospel invitation by inviting 
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men to come unto Him. This is the 
simplest and clearest of all the Bible 
invitations to salvation. It is the form 
used by the Lord in dealing with little 
children, and He taught that their 
simple response sets a pattern of faith 
for adults. “But Jesus called them unto 
him, and said, Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child shall in no wise enter 
therein” (Lk. 18:16, 17). 

Unsaved friend, does the way of 
salvation seem difficult to you? Are you 
filled with doubts and perplexity? Do 
you wonder how to believe? Then why 
not respond to the simplest and loveli- 
est of all the invitation words of the 
Bible? Why not come to Christ? Little 
children understand what that means 
and so can you. 

When David was in exile, before he 
received the kingdom, many of Saul’s 
subjects who were in distress, and in 
debt, and discontented, came. to David 
to make him king. They trusted David 
as their saviour from distress, and ac- 
cepted him as their captain. David is a 
type of Christ. All who are in distress 
because of the burden of sin, in debt 
because of the guilt of sin, discontent- 
ed because of the discord of sin, are 
invited to come to Christ for the rest 
and relief of salvation. Why not come 
in the same simple way the children 
came to Christ? 

The greatest invitation hymn of the 
church uses this simplest of all gospel 
invitations: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to 
Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
Believe 

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 

Many verses contain this most famil- 
iar of all the invitation words of the 
Bible, but this one is best known. 
There are about 150 passages in the 
New Testament where the word “be- 
lieve” is used to indicate the one ap- 
pointed condition of salvation. 

The many other synonyms and fig: 
ures of faith do not mean that there 
are many conditions of salvation. The 
many terms are used to clarify the 
meaning of faith—the single stipulation 
for salvation. What is the meaning of 
faith? What must you do to be saved? 

1. Faith means that you are to look 
to Christ for salvation as the children 
of Israel looked at the serpent on the 
pole to be healed from the serpent’s 


poison. 
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2. Faith means that you are to hear 


’ the gospel with a responsive and obed 


ient ar. 

§. Faith means that you are to begin 
to fear God with reverential trust. 

4. Faith means that you are to call 
on the Lord for salvation as a child 
calls, or depends upon its parents for 
everything. 

5. Faith means that, forsaking every 
other confidence, you are to begin to 
follow Christ with wholehearted com- 
mitment. 

6. Faith means that you are to enter 
the door of salvation which is Christ. 
It means that you are to open the 
door of your own heart and permit 
Christ to enter. 

7. Faith means that you drink of liv- 
ing water by receiving Christ, the 
fountain of life. 

8. Faith means that you are to re- 
pent by changing your mind from un- 
belief to confidence in Christ. 


9. Faith means that you are to begin 
to trust Christ alone for salvation. 

10. Faith means that you are to re- 
cetve Christ just as you would receive 
any welcome guest into your home. 


1]. Faith means that you are to come 
to Christ with child-like confidence 
that you are welcome, and that He re- 
ceives you. 

12. Faith means that you are to be- 
lieve in Christ and therefore believe 
that you are saved upon authority of 
His word: “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). 
Saving faith is more than intellectual 
assent. It involves the deposit of your 
soul with God. You may believe a bank 
is safe for your funds, but you do not 
believe, in the New Testament sense, 
until you deposit your money in that 
bank. 

There are many gospel invitations in 
the Bible and yet there is only one in- 
vitation. It is an invitation to faith. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

What will you do with these invita- 
tion words of the Bible? If you reject 
them you cannot plead lack of under- 
standing. Your problem is not intel- 
lectual but moral. If you refuse God’s 
grace, it will soon be too late. “Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will not 
answer; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me: For that they 
hated knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord” (Prov. 1:28, 29). 

You do not want this warning to de- 
scribe your own sad fate. Then come to 
Christ now. Receive Him as your Sav- 
iour and know you have the right to 
call yourself a child of. God. “But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
the right to become children of God, 
even to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12 R. V.). ENp 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 5) 


France was torn between the desire 
to see itself as a major nation and the 
unwillingness to pay any of the cost of 
greatness. Mendes-France had brought a 
moment of stability to the central gov- 
ernment but French policies were a 
stumbling block to peace. France had 
been the cause of the diplomatic defeat 
at Geneva which gave Hanoi to the 
Communists. France almost caused the 
sabotage of the European Defence Pact 
through her fear of a hard-working 
Western Germany but the brilliant 
diplomacy of Dulles and Eden saved the 
situation before year’s end by reaching 
a formula to implement the rearming 
of West Germany, which Mendes-France 
put through the French Parliament. 

Italy seemingly made one stride in the 
direction of democracy by giving public 
recognition to a Protestant group, the 
Assemblies of God (Pentacostal), who 
had appealed to the highest tribunal 
several years ago. Similar recognition 
may now come to other Protestant 
groups in Italy. Jesuit pressure in Spain 
became so intolerable that even the 
Papacy had to take measures to reduce 
it. Cardinal Segura, most ardent Protes- 
tant baiter, was practically relieved of 
his duties after his expression of longing 
for the days of the “meritorious Inquisi- 
tion.” Persecution of Protestants in 
Spain had reached such a point that a 
British weekly headlined an article on 
the subject: “Pray for Your Brethren 
Behind the Incense Curtain.” 

In England the most important event 
of the year was the Billy Graham 
Greater London Crusade. It is no exag- 
geration to say that the nation was 
visibly moved, and the follow-up that is 
to take place in the coming year in Scot- 
land and elsewhere in Britain may have 
even more important spiritual results. 
There was little news from Russia, ex- 
cept through its oriental satelites. The 
death of Vishinsky removed a figure but 





‘changed uvthing in Marxisan and the 


Communist menace. 

In the United States the news was 
dominated in the first part of the year 
by the Cohn-Shine-McCarthy fiasco, and’ 
at the end of the year by the McCarthy 
censure. He had shot up only to fizzle 
out like a sky-rocket. This was a bitter 
pill for some, especially the Roman 
Catholics who had seen him as a rising 
star. Bishop Bernard J. Sheil of Chicago 
accused McCarthy of “phony anti-Com- 
munism that mocks our way of life, 
flaunts our traditions and democratic 
procedures and our sense of fair play.” 
For this Sheil was slapped down by 
higher authorities and forced to resign 
as director of the Catholic Youth Organ- 
ization of Chicago. As Life magazine put 
it, “the Bishop paid the price for his 
opinions.” At all events, McCarthyism 
seemed mortally wounded. dts idealism 
will undoubtedly find a further reincar- 
nation, but the successor had not yet 
appeared on the horizon. 

The elections proved how much the 
nation as a whole wishes to walk in the 
very middle of the road, avoiding ex- 
tremes in any direction. 

A Gallup poll showed that 64 per cent 
of the American people believe that war 
with Russia is inevitable. 

When we look for events of the year 
we find few peaks of importance, but 
rather a dead level of life on this planet. 
The important news events of the year 
were the defeat of the French in Indo- 
China, the nature of the hydrogen bomb 
explosion, the political effects of the 
announcement of the devastation caused 
by such bombs, and the Assembly of the 
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Charles Jones Dr. V. R. Edman Rev. H. L. Fenton, Jr. 
Lawrence T. Chambers Roy Gustafson Walter S. Nyborg 
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A TIME-TESTED PLAN... 


proved for more than 50 years! 


In the Wheaton College Annuity Plan 
... your money works for you now, 
providing a safe, generous income for 
your lifetime and for your survivor. 
And while the investment is providing 
for your own financial security, it is 
also working for Christ and His King- 
dom through Christian Education at 
Wheaton College. 

You will find deep satisfaction 
in having a share in the training of 
hundreds of workers and leaders for 
varied phases of Christian service in a 
day when they are so desperately 
needed. Why not start today investing 
for a double yield? 


Free Booklet... 


tells you all about this time- 
tested investment plan with 
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World Council of Churches in Evanston. 
It is within the sphere of these events 
that we must look for the man of the 
year. 

With victory, Ho-Chi Minh soared 
high in prestige in the. eyes of all. Asia. 
Even though the Nationalists in many 
lands objected. to Communism. they 
could not help gloating over the deleat 
of an army from one of their old 
European master countries and glorying 
in a victory by an all-Asian army, even 
though the arms had come from Russia. 
But Ho Chi Minh played on too small 
a stage to be counted as the man of the 
year. 

The significance of thermonuclear ex- 
plosions was only beginning to be. felt 
in the world of politics. It was on Nov. 
1, 1952, that Operation Ivy gave birth to 
the hydrogen age. It was early this year 
before President Eisenhower decided to 
release the whole story. The President 
told the United , Nations that. “the 
peoples of the world . . . must be armed 
with the significant facts of today’s ex- 
istence.” 

Churchill, on a trip to Washington, 
was shown the top-secret motion pictures 
of the explosion and allowed to read the 
even higher-secret report on the full 
effects of the various hydrogen bomb 
tests. He returned to Britain, called a 
special meeting of the Cabinet, and 
shortly thereafter agreed to withdraw 
troops from the Suez Canal region, and 
started Anthony Eden on his diplomatic 
course of strengthening western defenses 
against Russia. It was the news he 
learned in America that put Britain 
squarely behind the arming of Western 
Germany. At the end of the year Sir 
Winston said in Parliament that it was 
his understanding that an “undue num- 
ber” of bomb tests might affect the 
earth’s atmosphere for 5,000 years. New 
Zealand has protested formally against 
U. S. use of Antarctica for further tests, 
considering that 1,800 miles’ distance is 
not eno to avoid the harmful effects 
of the radioactive “fall-out” that follows 
the explosion of an H-bomb. 


The physical effects of the H-bomb 
were stupendous. An entire island dis- 
appeared—more than 410 million cubic 
yards of earth—twenty Square miles, 
with an average of ten feet elevation and 
an equal amount below water level 
sucked up in the explosion. It is prob- 
able that more than this amount of sea 
water was taken up into the same 
cauliflower cloud that was more than a 
hundred miles across, stretching up into 
the stratosphere. The “fall-out” is even 
more devastating. In the new Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists, Physicist Ralph 
E. Lapp estimates that a 15-ton megaton 
H-bomb exploded near the ground will 
make an area of 4,000 square miles, 
mostly downwind, so radioactive that 





ali people :in ‘it will get a “serious ‘to 
lethal dose” in the first day alone. If they 
cannot evacuate, they will get more. Dr. 
Lapp estimates that fifty super-bombs 
could blanket the entire northeastern 
U. S. “in a serious to lethal radioactive 
fog.”” Only five bombs, properly spaced. 
would destroy life in the British Isles. 
Since a fraction of each existing,- stock- 
piled atomic bomb is sufficient for a fiise 
for a thermonuclear weapon one thou- 
sand times as strong, the amount of 
death-dealing bombs already available 
staggers the imagination. Russia’ may 
not have as many, but she has enough. 

As I keep account of the world’s news 
from week to week, looking forward to 
this annual survey of life on this earth, 
I am always thinking in terms of the 
major events and of the men who make 
them. For several weeks I considered 
presenting some thermonuclear scientist 
as the man of the year and thought of 
Dr. Edward Teller as the man. I based 
this thought on the book, “The Hydro- 
gen Bomb,” by. Shepley and Blair. Teller 
is given the major credit for the H-bomb 
in this book. But the reviews of the 
book by other scientists minimize his 
part in the whole development, and 
serious reflection turned my attention to 
another field and to another man. 

I am convinced that most evangelical 
Christians in the United States do not 
have the remotest idea of the importance 
of the meeting of the World Council of 
Churches in Evanston in the summer of 
1954. Totally misinformed Fundamental- 
ist leaders damned it without knowing 
what it was. Confused by the presence of 
some American liberals, they did not 
realize that many of the leaders of true 
Christianity in Europe and in most of 
the mission fields of the world were as- 
sembled there. Further confusion re- 
sulted from the unbalanced publicity 
that was given to the sub-committees 
which made social and political pro- 
nouncements ; which were vague and 
dreamy in concept. Perhaps the greatest 
blemish on Evanston was the. tabling 
of a phrase which would present Chris- 
tianity ‘as specifically the hope of the 
Jews. The opposition to the phrase was 
led by a famed layman, Lawyer Charles 
P. Taft; who said that this would em- 
barrass him in his relationships with 
Jews! This lamentable betrayal calls for 
profound pity on the part of all truly 
Biblical Christians. 

But aside from all these lacks it must 
not be overlooked that the deepest mes- 
sages from Evanston were not its social 
reports but its spiritual and Biblical pro- 
nouncements. Here the liberal voice of 
American theology was not heard. This 
has been presented in the strongest 
terms by the dean of U. S. liberals, 
Charles Clayton Merrison, whose con- 
fession of the bankruptcy of American 
liberal theology we printed last month. 
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In retrospect, the Evanston Assembly 
may well be looked upon by church his- 
torians as the greatest gathering of Chris- 
tian leaders since the early centuries of 
the Christian Church. The fact that 
many of the leaders of American con- 
servative churches were not present is to 
be regretted. They have not yet under- 
stood how conservative European theo- 
logy is becoming, and that this was the 
theology that was prominent at the As- 
sembly. The eschatology presented at 
Evanston, and adopted as being the hope 
of the world, is nothing more nor less 
than the proclamation that the hope of 
the Church and the hope of the world 
is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
who is God the Son and the Saviour of 
the world. This coming was proclaimed 
as being imminent (i.e., nothing has to 
be fulfilled before His return, although 
we have.no idea whatsoever as to the 
date and time). 

Because of the relationship of the mes- 
sage of Evanston to the need of the 
world, this Assembly was of world im- 
portance. The second largest press corps 
in the history of press gave it wide cover- 
age. Because this message stands out 
above the news of war in’ Indo-China 
or of the destructiveness of bombs, it 
takes its place as the most important 
event of the year. 

The most important event of the year 
identifies the man of the year. The 
dominating influence at Evanston was 
the theological emphasis of the European 
delegates. The European leaders in the 
Presidium were the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and Bishop Berggrav of Norway. 
Canterbury is a great man, a devoted 
man, a man who believes in the great 
central truths of Christianity and one 
who is not afraid to stand for his prin- 
ciples. But he cannot be considered as 
the man of the year because his influence 
at Evanston was a reflection of his own 
influence in the Church of England 
where he walks the tightrope of eccles- 
iastical differences, keeping the balance 
between high- low- and broad-Church 
parties. Berggrav, from the Continent, 
is the epitome of the Continental Chris- 
tian. It was the staid and firm theology 
of the Reformation which Berggrav re- 
presented at Evanston. It was a theology 
that recognized the old fundamentals 
but it was a theology which was redis- 
covering one of the greatest doctrines of 
the Bible. Justification had been lost 
for centuries and was rediscovered by 
Luther. The sovereignty of God had 
been lost for centuries and was brought 
back by Calvin. The emphasis on the 
work of the Holy Spirit had been lost 
and was restored through Wesley. The 
Second Coming of Christ has been for- 
gotten except by American Fundamen- 
talists, some of whom have brought the 
doctrine into disrepute by preaching it 
to the exclusion of almost everything 
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The Combination hymnal that 
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527 Favorite Hymns and 
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production which is not just another hymnbook 
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“Best hymnbook today—an songs and hymns of all ages. Just 
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LEADING BIBLE SPEAKERS AND 
GOSPEL MUSICIANS ALL WINTER LONG 


LIMITED NUMBER OF WATERFRONT LOTS 
ON THE CONFERENCE GROUNDS—OVER 200 
NOW OWN LOTS. RESERVE YOURS NOW 








else. The very important fact is that the 
European theologians at Evanston have 
brought the doctrine back into respect- 
ability among the great denominations 
where the vast majority of believers, for 
better or for worse, are found, and 
where this doctrine has almost never 
been heard. There is a sense in which 
Evanston could be a fulfillment of the 
midnight cry: “Behold the Lord cometh.” 

There are two great Bible words which 
bring much comfort to the believing 
heart. “Hitherto . . .” and “Hence- 
forth . . .” are words which cover the 
Lord’s dealings with His people in the 
past and the certainty that He will be 
with us in the future. As we look back 
over the troubled months of the year 
that has just come to a close we can say 
with the prophet of old, “Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us.” As we look out 
into the uncharted future we can know 
that though it has not been charted by 
man it has been charted by God. Noth- 
ing will happen that is outside of His 


will. He will remain what He always 
has been—unchangeable, unsurprised, 
sovereign. ENpD 


BIBLE CONFERENCE ON WHEELS 
(Continued from page 3) 


motor launch seeing the eye-filling sights 
offered by the harbor of the Golden 
Gate. 

. And remember this! When you board 
the train at Chicago you will not need 
to worry about a thing. Porters will 
look after your baggage. You may eat 
what you want and as much as your diet 
allows. You will not have to worry about 
tips. All things are cared for by your 
director. You get aboard and enjoy your- 
self. You who are alone need not worry. 
Before the first hour passes you will find 
yourself among friends who love the 
Lord. 

Last but not least, while traveling we 
shall be studying God’s Word. Ralph L. 
Keiper, of our ETernity staff, who as- 
sisted Dr. Barnhouse with the first tour, 
and who, with Mrs. Keiper, directed the 
Alaskan tour, will be your tour director 
and Bible teacher. Mrs. Keiper will 
again act as hostess to the tour. For those 
who love the Lord and His Word there 
will be a real treat in store through the 
Bible studies to be given. 

There will be a full-page advertise- 
ment in the February issue of ETERNITY 
giving details about the tour. Plan to 
visit the West as you study the Word. 
Write to Erernity Tour, 1716 Spruce 
&t.. Philadelphia 3, for details. 
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1.0 ON JEWS and JUDAISM 
BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 


EVANGELIZING ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE ORDER 


p>p 


Sheibiieel af doom Ghee > ae Geuee af Wek unto cahatee. . . . 
first, and also to the Greek. Rom. 1:16 


A. 
Q. 
A. 
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ACTS ARE MADE, As» 
IAN FRIENDSHIPS 
BON FOR THE UNPARALLELED GROWTH OF 
nt BOE NIVERSITY IN RECENT YEARS 
y py A LARGE FACULTY’AND STAFF OF CONSECRATED AND EXPERIENCED 
CHRISTIANS ASSURE INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 
AND PERSONAL DIRECTION FOR EACH STUDENT. 
ATTRACTIVE MODERN BUILDINGS ON A NEW CAMPUS 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN BOB JONES UNIVERSITY ARE UNDER THE 
CONSTANT CARE OF THIS CHRISTIAN INSTITUTION AND ARE 
SURROUNDED WITH WHOLESOME INFLUENCES AND EVERY 
PROTECTION TO ASSURE PHYSICAL, SPIRITUAL, AND MENTAL SAFETY. 


Music, speech, and art without additional cost above regular academic tuition. 
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Academy and seventh and eighth grades in connection. 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 





MOODY TRAINS 
MISSIONARIES 


Moody’s Missionary Course provides SPECIALIZED TRAINING (0 
enable you to win the lost to Christ on the foreign mission field. In 
addition to a thorough background of Bible and regular missionary 
subjects, Phonetics, Missionary Principles and Practice, and Com- 
parative Religions are also offered to equip you to meet varied problems 


on the field. Tuition is free. 


Field Specialization in Study . . . You 
choose 20 per cent of your subjects 
in this three-year course. This 
means a student going to Japan 
and one going to Chile would each 
get special preparation. Through a 
planned counseling program you 
receive help in choosing a mission 
field, and then in selecting subjects 
which will best prepare you for that 
field. To make your studies more 
practical; all missionary classes are 
taught by faculty members who 


You serve Christ better 
after you’ve been 
TRAINED FOR THE JOB 


have had experience in their sub- 
jects. Manual Training, Bookkeep- 
ing, Cookery, Dentistry, Obstetrics 
and Elementary Medicine are 
among the electives available. 


Field Specialization in Practical 
Christian Work ...At Moody you 
put into practice what you learn. 
For instance, if you’re going to 
Japan, your practical Christian 
work assignments take you into 
Japanese churches and homes. The 
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Missionary Course requires six 
weeks of supervised on-the-field 
home mission work in preparation 
for foreign service. This work could 
be among Indians or mountaineers, 
for example. 


Field Specialization in Extracurricu- 
lar Activities ... Through Mission- 
ary Union, a student organization, 
you have unusual opportunities to 
pray for missionaries on every field, 
especially the field of your choice, 
and to read letters from them; to 
serve on missionary deputation 
teams; and to hear different mis- 
sionary speakers every week and 
talk to them personally. In addi- 
tion, you may visit officials of na- 
tionally known mission boards hav- 
ing offices in Chicago. 


Write for free catalog and picture booklet of student life. 
Address: Office of Admissions, Room ET238. 
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Miloody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, PRESIDENT * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DEAN 
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